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not for Kris Kringle and his 
non-unionized elves, American 
kids would find only poison 
Chinese toys under the tree. 
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she has substance and gravitas. 
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the highest levels public 
policy, Palin has chosen 
instead to be merely a mas- 
cot for the conservative 
movement, barely dis- 
tinguishable from Carrie 
Prejean (the former beauty 
queen who also making 
the rounds with a new book 
about her victimization at 
the hands of liberal elites) . 
To that extent, Palin is the 
opposite of Mitt Romney. She 
is authentic but uninformed. 
Romney calculates every pub- 
lic move and policy position 


hallmark institute 
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smart, informed leader. 
Romney, whose upcoming 


abandoned her gubernatorial 
post in July. 


as ignorant as 

she appeared at 

her worst mo- = 
ments in the , 
2008 campaign. 
When prodded in . 
interviews for the ew 


gave Katie Couric 
about what she reads, 


WHIDA 


Web site NewsMax and the 
ridiculous Jonah Goldberg best- 
seller Liberal Fascism — which, 

as primary source material for 
understanding the world, are 
probably worse than nothing 
at all. 

Palin wants to be taken 
seriously major politi- 
cal figure, while refusing to 
learn anything at all about 
the world. She embraces her 
anti-intellectualism — in 
fact, she touts it as a qualifi- 
cation for president. Consid- 
er this exchange last week, 
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answer she never 4\ 


Palin now cites the conservative 


BUDDY DUNCAN 


Give Sarah Palin this: she isn’t 
driven polls. she wanted 
improve her chances at political success, 


she would have used her book and pro- 
motional tour to convince America that 


Instead, she is reinforcing the percep- 
tion that she is a self-obsessed, celebrity- 
seeking empty suit, with interest 
anything beyond her paycheck and per- 


Civen the opportunity to play at 


NEXT 
FOR SARAH 


PALIN? 
E-mail letters@phx. 
com or text BOSPHX 
and your comments 
to 22122." 


for political effect, but takes constant 
pains burnish his reputation 


book reportedly focuses on foreign 
policy, would never let himself sound 
as ignorant as Palin has in recent inter- 
views. Despite nearly a year to prepare 
for her public re-launch, Palin can bare- 
her way through right-wing 
blogosphere talking points on basic pol- 
icy issues — and she doesn’t even have 
the excuse of a busy day job, since she 


WHALIN’ PALIN 


THE FORMER CANDIDATE COULD HAVE 
PROVEN HER INTELLECTUAL BONA FIDES. 
SHE LET’S MOVE ON. 


on FOX News with Bill O'Reilly: 


O'REILLY Do you believe that you are smart 
enough, incisive enough, intellectual enough 
ndle the most powerful job in the world? 


PALIN I believe that | am, because I have 
common sense and I have, I believe, the values 
that are reflective of so many other American 
values. And I believe that what Americans 
are seeking not the elitism, the kind 
spinelessness that perhaps is made up for that 


with some kind of elite Ivy League 
education and fact résumé 
based anything but hard work 
and private-sector, free-enterprise 
principles. 


That strain anti-intellec- 
tualism has always had an audi- 
ence in America, and it currently 
works wonders with resentful, 
angry, populist conservatives. 

But says nothing useful 
actual “regular Americans” (who 
do not, regardless of what Palin 
says, regularly hunt for their 
own provisions unless perhaps 


you include Wal-Mart as hunting grounds). 


They have real issues to deal with, 


which have nothing with death pan- 
els, bowing world leaders, ethnic pro- 
filing American soldiers, any the 
other nonsense Palin is spouting. 


dropping 


That’s why Palin’s popularity keeps 
, everywhere but among the red- 


meat conservative base. 


It’s a shame, because the country 


could use some serious and fresh populist 
thinking these days. There is a huge dis- 
connect between, on the one hand, inter- 


mingling elites of government, 


finance, business, and the 
media; and on the other, 
struggling and voiceless 

Americans. 

Unfortu- 
nately, Palin 
understands 

side. Her 
complaints about 
limited to per- 
sonal grievances, 
either invented or 
blown wildly out pro- 
portion. And she seems to 
think that regular Americans 
share the crazed conspirato- 
rial concerns of the Tea Party 
screamers. 

Of course, what really needs 
stop the media’s inces- 
sant fascination and coverage 
this well self-obsessed, 
celebrity-seeking empty suit. 
And that includes us at the 


Phoenix. 


She and those like her are not 


bridging the divide; they are mak- 
ing it wider. It’s almost enough to 
make us nostalgic forRomney. © 


MUTANT RATS 
INVADE ALLSTON 
How could you write this 
article (“Rats!!!", November 
6), a cover story no less, with 
no mention of the Allston 
squrat? Obviously, you have 
not done your homework. | 
don’t even live in Allston and 
I know about this horrible 
animal. I have seen them. 
They can climb trees. 

Stop stating the obvious 
and get the real story. 
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MER 


OBAMA ASCENDANT 
Let me lay out in detail just 
how lacking “Has Obama 
Peaked? Yes, He Has” (No- 
vember 13) is in rudimen- 
tary journalistic credibility. 
At the most basic level, 
your article and your voice 
epitomize the soulless cyni- 
cism and rampant laziness 
that have given journalism 


Phoenix 126 Brooklj 


FAX 


in 


6178598 


Phx.com or staf 


such a bad name. You got 
one thing right: the magic 
of Barack Obama’s 2008 
campaign can never be 
regained. But you misdiag- 
nose the reason for this (the 
gulf between the grandiose 
promises of a campaign and 
the nitty-gritty details and 
compromises of governing), 
and the rest of what you say 
nothing but speculation, 
distortion, or armchair psy- 
chiatry. 

One the many hollow 
generalizations you make 
that Obama has “lost” 
Main Street, and will never 
get it back. But you give 
no data to back this up. 
In fact, Obama’s approv- 
als have been in the low 
50s points higher than 
George W. Bush, and about 
what he got in the election, 
which is not at all bad, 
considering the state of the 
economy. Ronald Reagan 


struggled for the same rea- 
son early in his presidency, 
Which brings me to the 
next of the many flaws in 
your flaccid “argument”: 
are you really foolish 
enough project that pol- 
itician of Obama's caliber 
bring his poll num- 
bers back up? How many 
presidencies are really 
“over” after nine months? 
Obama is a sea change 
from Bush on family plan- 
ning, missile defense, 
defending the right 
choose and all women’s 
issues, respect for science 


- and reason, college-aid 


funding, consumer protec- 
tion, net neutrality, gay 
rights, voting rights, medi- 
cal marijuana, immigra- 
tion enforcement, Cuba 
policy, and warm relations 
with the rest of the world, 
among many other areas. 
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MAD ABOUT MARTHA 
In the article “Coakley 
Takes a Stand” (November 
13), the greater lesson was 
missed. Martha Coakley 
would have let the health- 
care-reform bill die. Mike 
Capuano’s decision al- 
lowed the bili stay 

alive. He knows that there 
is enough opposition that 
the Stupak Amendment 
will not make past con- 
ference committee. This is 
the vision and understand- 
ing Washington that 
Massachusetts needs in 
the Senate. 
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Glenn Beck’s unhinged 
Sweater saga 


poke sant ork I 2 one industry on the planet that has 
2 1 l . No Toy Czars here, Valerie Jar 


C weate ion — alive gle and his workforce of non- 
which will take he land on n boys and girls would find 


ee tove under th pe 
inese toys under the tree. 


But lately, folks, I've noticed some 

very intriguing — some might say 
worrisome — symbols in the art and 
architecture of Santa’s workshop. Look 
here: a harmless fir tree, right? 

Or is it? Could it be — maybe? Just 
maybe? — that Mr. Claus is actually a 
militant member of Earth First!? That 
the man who takes carrots from th 

itchens of hard-working America 
every Christmas Eve and feeds them 
to his pet reindeer is more concerned 


with the spotted owl than with the 
jobs of lumberjacks? 
Oh, and this is sure interest 
What's this? A toy drum and a shiny 
trumpet. Hmmm. . . . do you hear 
that? Off in the distance? Could it be? 
Why, it’s the Third Reich brass band! 
Goose-stepping in unison to the mar- 
tial rhythms of “O Tannenbaum”! 
And ladies and gentlemen, look 
here: a snowman! [Puts on look of 


mate change” — shor uld spend a ¢ googly-eyed confusion.} Huh. Snow 
f utes up here under the : : . cold . . . cool. . . cool. Cool. Cool 
a realis. Polarice caps melt- 5% man. You know who else is “cool”? A 
ng? Not f where I'm si guy you might have heard of named 
t ce as far as th . pedal > Barack. Hussein. Obama. 
an g mis ae BAS Let's step over to the chalkboard 
an co drill and rearrange some letters. [Writes 
s y I here? [Slips into sotto voce conspiratorial the words “Kris Kringle” and then scribbles furious profusion 
tor Ladies and gentlemen, it’s come to this. There's sim- of squiggly lines.] Hmmm. “Clen Irk Risk.” [Look of mock 
ply ther where a humble entertainer like yours shock.] Who, exactly am | irking and what exactly am I risking 
t an be free from the clut 


hes of the One World Covern- 
which we've been enslaved by Comrade Obama. 
4 in the icy expanse of the Arctic Circle, 


by speaking truth to power? Well, folks, I cannot be silent: I 
will emerge from this frozen fear chamber and will shout out 
loud against this totalitarian takeover of Christmas! 


ar e ban nid t the reach of this socialist-fascist Because .. . because. . . because . . . you know who else 
arist uist-nihilist-racist ne ypaganist-fauvist- pone a long white beard? Someone by the name of Karl Marx. 
pidopterologist who's torn asunder the very fabric of our nd, come to think of it, why do you suppose this Santa guy 
i acy and seek i the yawning abyss. always dresses in . . . red? 


rth Pole, not far from 
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Justice for Some 


Mike Miliard 


UNMAKING BAD 
FEDERAL LAW 


been depressi 
stretch for supporters of 
marriage equality. Earlier this 
month, Maine had a chance 
to become the first state to 
back same-sex marriage with a 
popular vote; instead, Maine’s 
same-sex-Mmarriage law was 
narrowly repealed. And back in 
June, the US Department of Justice 
decided to defend the anti-gay Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA)— with 
Attorney Genera) Ho Ider explaining, confusingly, that even though 
the Obama admin: on thinks the 1996 law ought to be elimi- 
nated, it still has an obligation to protect it in court. 

But a little-noticed development last week could provide some 
much-needed winter cheer. On November 17, Gay & 
Lesbian Advocates & Defenders (GLAD) — which filed a suit chal 
lenging part of DOMA earlier this year — asked US District Court 
Judge Joseph Tau sue a summary judgment in that case 
Asummary jud t, which allows a judge to render a verdict 
without a trial, can be made in a case in which the or ts are not in 
dispute.) If Tauro agrees, Gill v. Office of Personnel Management could be 
decided early next year. And if GLAD gets the outcome it wants, 
DOMA’s most ex ous provision would suddenly be vulnerable. 

Abit more detail: Section 3 of DOMA — the only part of the 
law targeted in CLAD’s suit — effectively states that, even if a 
same-sex couple’s marriage is sanctioned by that couple’s home 
state, the federal government must consider them unmarried. 

This isn't just illogical, given the federal government's long- 
standing deference to states on the question of who can and can’t 
get hitched; it’s also destructive for the married couples involved. 
For example: Gill's lead plaintiff, Nancy Gill, is a US postal worker 
who's been with her wife, Marcelle Letourneau, for 29 years — but 
thanks to DOMA, Letourneau isn’t eligible for the spousal health 
benefits she'd get if Gill was a man. Another plaintiff, 79-year-old 
Herbert Burtis, lost his Parkinson’s-stricken husband after a 60- 
year-relationship — and can’t get $700 in monthly Social Security 
survivor benefits now because he’s not a woman. 

As GLAD and its co-counsels see it, this constitutes an egregious 
violation of the Equal Protection Clause in the US Constitution's 
14th Amendment. But how likely is it that Tauro will agree — and 
that he'll conclude a trial is unnecessary? 

“We think our case is strong,” says Carisa Cunningham, 
GLAD's director of public affairs and education. “And we think the 
government has agreed with us on most of the most important 
facts [of the case]. To us, that points to summary judgment.” 
Notwithstanding the likelihood of an appeal, that would be very 


good news — provided, of course, that Tauro acknowledges the 
obvious. 


Adam Reilly 
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IBEW PRESSURES STOP SHOP 


Folks driving past suburban Stop & Shop loca- 
tions this week might wonder why laborers 
are suddenly concerned about food safety. To 
onlookers, the protesters at mini-malls from 
Dedham to Framingham likely appear to be 
good Samaritans in work boots who sim- 
ply want to warn shoppers that, among 
other things, spiders may be nesting on 
grocery-store shelves. 

As it turns out, though, these 
picketers are not motivated by 
goodwill alone. They're dis- 
gruntied Local 103 IBEW 
electricians who are ap- 
plying organized pres- 
sure on management 
to hire union work- 


srs for wir 


ractual obligatior 
does not elsewhere in 
the commonwealth. 

To wage war on the Web, 
union operatives built 
stopandshopexposed. 
com — a simple blog that 
features six articles about 
dangers that may lurk 
down Stop & Shop aisles. 
In addition to the 2007 
MetroWest Daily News story 
“Woman finds black 
widow spider in grapes” 
and last year’s “Stop & 
Shop recalls tuna salad 
over Listeria fears” from 
the Boston Globe, the site 
also offers medical advice on how to “recogniz 
the symptoms of a spider bite” and “protect 
your baby and yourself from Listeriosis.” 

y object to the claims,” writes 


op Senior Director of Public Affairs 


ler in a statement to the Phoenix. “Th 


or food safety [but rather is] to force Stop & Shop 
. . . to hire Local 103 electricians on all building 
projects, regardless of cost.” 
“Unfortunately — especially in today’s econo- 
my — unions are vilified,” rebuts IBEW business 
agent Rich Antonellis, who claims Stop & Shop 
tends to contract cheaper, uninsured non- 
union workers. “You see it in the paper every 
day. But this isn’t a union issue; it doesn’t 
say it on our Web site, but this is a health- 
care issue more than anything else.” 
Local 103 organizers have previously 
employed similar tactics and yielded 
big results. Earlier this year — after six 
months of pickets 
in East Cam- 
bridge — Gover- 


Deval Patr. 


unflattering 
did an offensive this 
past January against 
the North Shore Phy- 
sicians Croup. IBEW 
leaders accused that 
group of employing non- 
union contractors, and 
built a Web site to adver- 
tise purported malpractice claims 
against individual North Shore phy- 
sicians. Soon after, the Local 103 was offered a 
contract for all future electrical work. 

It’s unclear which side will emerge the 
winner in this showdown, but recent history 
favors the electricians. Local 103’s methods are 

e sure to draw some ire — Howie Carr will likely 
throw a corporate pity party over this — but the 
union seems confident in its approach. “It’s un- 
fortunate that it’s come to this,” says Antonel- 
lis. “But it’s the only way we can get them to 

1e hire contractors who pay a decent wage.” 


motive . . . has nothing to do with health care Chris Faraone 
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A’ you a man who has to get up once or more 
dur ng the n gh t to urinate: Do you sometimes 
Do you 
er you go? Do you ever 
» hold it in? If you suf 
ese types of prostate problems, don't give 


ecause now there's good news! 


your stream to start? 


s where 


wont be able t 


Prostalex Plus, the amazing, new all-nat- 
vent for men that helps solve your urina- 
ns, improve prostate function, and boost 
1 so you wont need to urinate as often, 
rination function, and you'll finally be 


cep through the night wit 


hout any tr ps to the 


Powerful new formula helps end your 
urination problems 


yur ability to urinate (so youll n 


and it help 
That means, w 
joy the freedom of not hav- 


have trouble getting your stream to start 


ntain a healthy prostate 


you can en 

yut a men's room wherever you go, enjoy 

1¢ luxury of uninterrupted sleep, and enjoy the peace 

i that goes along with having a healthy, youth- 
lly-functioning prostate 


December 
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December 


Male urination problems? 
night having “go”? 
Trouble starting your stream? 


Revolutionary new drug-free formula helps you regain your youthful prostate function 
you'll urinate less often and sleep through the night! 


Countless men are raving about Prostalex 
Plus 

Prostalex Plus is the safe, private, all-natural solution 
that’s giving men the results they want without 
drugs, surgery, or side effects. Just listen to what 
some of our satisfied customers are saying about 
Prostalex Plus. 


“I used to get up more than 6 times a night. Now I 
don't have to get up even once!” —Michael P 


“] almost had to quit my job as a truck driver, but now 
I can go for hours and hours without having to look for 
a bathroom.” —Larry D. 
‘All my urination probl lems—urge ncy, frequency, low 
low, dribble—they re totally gone nou 


—Jonathan S. 


If you want to regain your youthful prostate func- 


to urinate all the time, and enjoy 


tion, stop havin 
night after night of uninterrupted sleep, Prostalex 
Plus is perfect for you 


Call toll-free now for your risk-free trial 
Prostalex Plus! 

Contact your doctor or call the company directly 
toll-free now and you can get a risk-free trial of 
Prostalex Plus (sent to you in plain, discreet packag- 
ing). That way you can see for yourself how effective 
and powerful the Prostalex Plus formula really is! 
Call toll-free now at 1-800-510-8307 


Call now for your risk-free trial: 


1-800-510-8307 


715 not intended to dagnose treat 
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LIGHTS OUT 


_BY MATT TAIBBI 


Not sure this has a whole lot to do with 
Tequila naked, so that’s a start for an inter- 
esting exploration of something. The putatively 
bisexual former host of the weird-as-hell 
MTV reality show A Shot at Love was in the 
news earlier this year when she accused her 
ex-boyfriend, San Diego Chargers linebacker 
Shawne Merriman, of assault. Those charges 
never stuck, and the resulting scandal taint- 
ed Tequila more than it did Merriman. 

Now Tequila has doubled down on 
batty, putting out a live Web cast in which 
she rolls around in bed naked and makes 
various accusations against Merriman. In 
the interest of not letting the otherwise 
quite effective trick of posing naked to 
manipulate the male-dominated sports 
press into re-publishing potentially false 
charges against football player, 
repeat what those charges are. 

I will, however, convey some of the other 
substance of Tequila’s three-hour, late-night, 
completely bonkers and fully naked rant, 
which is just one of the funniest things ever 
readers: don’t looking for the 
video online, as spyware sites are using it as 
bait). At one point, she slurs, “People call me 
an attention whore . . . or whatever. . . but 
excuse me, grown-ass woman and I’m 
body beautiful thing that’s why I’m 
a lesbian . . . was born naked . . . anybody 
who against that gay and denial.” 

Tequila also says that she “angel” 
and is “born to save the world with my 
army.” She goes on to announce plans (via 
her Twitter feed) to build her own version 
Hugh Hefner-style compound called 
the “TilaArmy mansion” that will “like 
Playboy Mansion except 1 million times bet- 
ter!” In it, according to one tweet, she plans 
having sliding pool tunnel 
the backyard & we are gonna have a little 
farm area w/baby piggys/Mini Horses!” 

Again, the relevance to sports here 
might be dubious at best, but this just 
gets funnier and funnier. Can’t wait for 
the Merriman response. 


BACK THE NEWS 

No football player was ever a more entertain- 
ing off-the-field story than Lawrence Taylor. 
Unlike a lot of sports-crime types, LT never 
hurt anyone, and 
was mostly guilty 
just doing lot 
of blow and sleep- 
ing with lot 
women. Readers 
Taylor’s sports- 
autobiography 
classic Over the 

Edge might recall 
the time he met a 
woman the night 
before game who 
handcuffed him 
a hotel bed, then 
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TILA TEQUILA GOES OFF. PLUS, LAWRENCE TAYLOR 
TAKES HARD RIGHT-HAND TURN. 


Board Top Five 


1) ERIC NAPOSKI (EX-PATRIOTS) | film 

2) JOPIERRE DAVIS (EX-HAWAII) | multiple 

rape counts | $2 

3) LAZARE ADINGONO (CANISIUS, EX-URI) | 

beating four-year-old child with belt | 91 

3) DARREN HAMBRICK (EX-COWBOYS, BROWNS) 
brutal forcible rape and false imprison- 

5) DAVE MEGGETT (EX-GIANTS, PATRIOTS) | 

channeling Cecil Collins, multiple sexual 
assaults | 90 


the next morning with sweatshirt over his 
cuffed hands. 

Taylor went a little down the tubes after 
his playing days ended one time 
was spending thousands dollars day 
cocaine and call girls. He kept sheets over 
his windows to shut out the sun and stayed 
days time. When his agent visited 
one point, found holes all the furni- 
ture and pool filled with sludge. 

“It was hell expensive party, 

tell you,” said Taylor the time. “The 
party never ended.” 

Eventually went into rehab and got 
clean, did great job Oliver Stone’s Any 
Given Sunday, got into the Hall Fame, 
and appeared turn his life around. 

Earlier this month, however, was 
arrested Florida. Police say was 
driving his Escalade and tried change 
lanes only instead hit van and drove 
it into a guardrail. No one was seriously 
hurt, but Taylor made the curious decision 
keep driving, for which was arrested. 

Fortunately, when cops tracked him 
down shortly thereafter nearby park- 
ing lot, Taylor was sober. was booked 
for leaving the scene of an accident and 
released on a $500 bond. He claimed he 
thought just hit the guardrail, and 
had gone to the next exit only to avoid 
further mishap the busy highway. 
Give him points for the hit-and-run. 
Let’s hope he’s not slipping. 


Matt Taibbi can be reached at m_taibbi@yahoo.com. 
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THE FACTOR 


INCONVENIENT HOLIDAY DISTRACTING FROM THE SENATE RACE. 
COME MONDAY, IT’S ONE-WEEK SPRINT THE PRIMARY AND 
CAPTURE THE HEARTS UNDECIDED VOTERS. 


_BY DAVID BERNSTEIN 


Martha Coakley should be plenty thank- 

ful for the holiday weekend. The polls 
suggest that, if nothing significant changes 
between now and the December 8 primary, 
she should handily claim the Democratic 
nomination for US Senate. So it’s to her ad- 
vantage Massachusetts voters spend four (or 
more) of these remaining days distracted by 
travel, turkey, family, and football. 

The other three candidates — Michael 
Capuano, Alan Khazei, and Steve Pagliuca — 
likely have fewer blessings count. When 
residents return to their routines on Monday, 
there will be just one week remaining for 
them to make their case. In those frantic final 
days, they will barnstorming the state, 
running ads, phone banking, and appearing 
in at least two televised debates. Making that 
closing sales pitch will especially difficult, 
as nearly everyone agrees that turnout for the 
oddly timed special election will be low. 

There had been some initial predictions 
that the race would get extraordinary atten- 


tion, thanks to the statewide fascination with # 


Senator Ted Kennedy’s death and memorial, 
and the subsequent controversy over whether 
to temporarily fill his seat. 

But few see that now. Campaign staff 
complain difficulty getting media cover- 
age, and say that large numbers voters 
appear disengaged. 

That may change after the holiday, 
the candidates hone their attacks, take 
their best shots, and perhaps even 
say something newsworthy. 

Will matter? Some observers believe 
that nothing that occurs the last week 
the campaign could alter Coakley’s first- 
place status. Her name recognition and 
general popularity, they say, has already 
secured enough voters for her win. 

But her competitors’ campaigns say 
their internal polling shows Coakley’s lead 
slipping, and that very large percent- 
ages of voters are still undecided. If those 
undecideds ultimately coalesce around any 
one candidate, they could comprise the 
factor that ultimately decides the race. 


PRECEDENT? 

Massachusetts had strikingly similar 
special-election primary two years ago, one 
in which uncommitted voters ultimately 
played a critical role. In that race to replace 
Congressman Marty Meehan, a well-known, 
popular woman — Niki Tsongas — was the 
runaway front-runner, against several most- 
ly unknown candidates. That race, too, had 
an inconvenient holiday weekend — Labor 
Day — right before its primary. 

Three weeks before that election, 
Tsongas held commanding lead, with 
around 40 percent support in polls, 
while three other candidates were tightly 
bunched around percent each. Polls 
the current Senate race have been 


FRONT AND CENTER Will 
front-runner Martha Coakley 
(above, top) hold on for 
another week and win her 
primary race, Niki Tsongas 
did two years ago? 


remarkably comparable: one in late 
October had Coakley with 37 percent, 
Pagliuca 14, Capuano 13, and Khazei four. 

But in that 2007 race, it turned out 
that the undecideds had, in effect, 
decided against Tsongas and were choos- 
ing among the others. In the stretch run 
of that campaign, Lowell city councilor 
Eileen Donoghue emerged from the pack. 
Tsongas received 4o percent of the vote, 
and barely hung on to win the primary by 
just five percentage points over Donoghue. 

Will this race have the same dynamic? 
The three trailing candidates certainly 
hope so. Says Khazei deputy field director 
Joe Dennison, “I think that’s pretty likely, 
because there are so many undecideds.” 

Boston Globe poll, from this past 
Sunday, may show the first signs of it; 
Capuano has garnered more than per- 
cent, well ahead Pagliuca and Khazei. 

Capuano campaign manager Roger 
Lau was Tsongas’s campaign manager for 
that 2007 race. He was on the hold-the- 
lead side then, and the come-from- 
behind side now. He also sees similari- 
ties — although, he says, “this race seems 
even shorter and faster.” 

But Coakley needn’t worry yet. 
Tsongas’s case, there was definite resistance 
to her candidacy — she was seen by many 
as inexperienced, unfamiliar with much of 
the district, and running primarily as the 
widow of the late Senator Paul Tsongas. 

Coakley has no such strikes against 
her. On the other hand, she has been run- 
ning such cautious front-runner’s cam- 
paign, some observers say she has failed 
to give people a reason to vote for her. That 
could leave a lot of voters persuadable, if 
the other candidates can take advantage. 


STRONG ALLIES 

To take advantage, Lau says, the other 
three candidates will have to find and tar- 
get those persuadable Bay Staters likely to 
show for December primary. 

That’s much more challenging 
assignment in a statewide race than it 
was Tsongas’s congressional run, 
adds. Plus, Capuano has been stuck 
Washington for much of the campaign, 
taking away from his time the trail. 
has tried make for that with more 
than “Tele-Town Halls,” along 
with in-person “Open Mike” events 
all, says Lau, targeted to invitees identi- 
fied likely voters who are undecided. 

Lau believes that Capuano has sig- 
nificant advantage, even over Coakley, in 
identifying those people, thanks the 
allies has picked up. Those include 
labor organizations with large-scale 
political-outreach experience, including 
unions representing teachers, firefighters, 
Verizon technicians, and letter carriers. 


But Coakley’s campaign has many 
those same organizational strengths, 
argues Coakley campaign spokesperson 
Alex Zaroulis. “The reality is, we’re the 
only ones who have run a statewide cam- 
paign.” Coakley also has plenty of power- 
ful elected officials helping throughout 
Massachusetts, as well as key labor organi- 
zations like the SEIU. 

Khazei and Pagliuca don’t have those 
endorsers and institutional advantages. 
Khazei hopes make for that with 
aggressive grassroots organization, which 
will have “hundreds and hundreds” of vol- 
unteers canvassing in the final weekends, 
says Denison. 

Pagliuca, on the other hand, is rely- 
ing money. has already spent more 
than $5 million on advertising, and has 
also invested heavily in outsourced phone 
banking and other field operations typi- 
cally handled by volunteers. Much of those 
efforts may be wasted on non-voting view- 
ers, but observers say they've been effective 
in raising Pagliuca’s name recognition, 
and associating him in people’s minds with 
the issues of jobs, the economy, and health 
care. Some even say Pagliuca’s efforts may 
have laid enough groundwork to give him 
chance emerging the top challenger 
to Coakley. 

One thing Pagliuca hasn't done with 
those ads is directly criticize the front- 
runner. Nor has Capuano. Neither seems 
eager the first negative but 
that may change the last seven days, 
when the need to make up ground often 
means the gloves come off. Zaroulis prom- 
ises that, if they do, Coakley will be ready 
respond quickly. 


LAST CHANCE 

Punches may also be thrown in two tele- 
vised debates that will kick off the last 
week of campaigning. 

These back-to-back debates, taking 
place immediately after the holiday week- 
end, could be crucial. On Tuesday, WCVB 
will host a one-hour debate, while a con- 
sortium including NECN and WGBH will 
host one the following evening. 

If Coakley’s lead is solid, those debates 
should largely irrelevant long 
she doesn’t screw up. But there 
opening for a challenger to emerge and 
make this competitive two-person battle, 
will likely happen those two nights. 

That could be the point when voters — 
who have seen plenty of Capuano and 
Pagliuca ads — first take notice of Khazei, 
who was deemed by many analysts to have 
performed well the one previous tele- 
vised debate. 

Even so, Khazei could hard-pressed 
to take advantage: he had only $500,000 
cash on hand as of November 18. Capuano 
had $1.1 million, and Coakley had $1.9 
million while Pagliuca, with personal 
fortune, presumably has much 
wants at his disposal. 

That means voters should seeing 
plenty the candidates’ final pitches 
the week after Thanksgiving they’re 
not already distracted their Christmas 
planning. 


David Bernstein can reached 
dbernstein@phx.com. 
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GREG EPSTEIN, 
ATHEIST SUPERSTAR 


CAN HUMANIST CHAPLAIN SAVE NONBELIEF FROM ITSELF? 


BY ADAM REILLY 


SEARCH DIGNITY Renowned atheist Greg Epstein has tried his hand Reform Buddhism, and rock stardom. Now, hoping unite the 
godiess under the umbrella Humanism and create church-like communities nonbelievers. 


ns’s God Is Not * Dawkins’s 
The God Delusion mi Harris's The End 
f Fait w Yor 1es bestsellers; 
Ims like Bill Maher's docu- 
lous and Ricky Cervais’s com- 
edy The Inve 1 of Lying perform respectably 
at the box office; a Trinity College study 
us Americans (in- 


se 25 percent of 
the populace by 2029. Factor in President 
Barack Obama's inaugural nod to “nonbe- 
lievers,” which followed earlier shout-outs 
from former president George W. Bush(!), 
and suddenly atheism looks like an improb- 
able cultural juggernaut. 
But might the aggressive stylings 
hens & Co. — dubbed the “New 

by friends and foes alike — under- 
; r own efforts to spread the gospel 
elief? Hitchens, for example, has 
stated that religion “should treated with 


, and contempt.” And last 


July, atheist blogger PZ Myers — inspired by 
an old anti-Semitic smear — drove a rusty 
nail through a communion wafer (consid- 
ered the body of Jesus by Catholics when 
blessed), tossed both items the trash, 
threw banana peel and some cof- 
fee grounds for good measure, and wrote 
about gleefully post titled “The Creat 
Desecration.” (In a final flourish, Myers re- 
nailed the wafer to pages ripped from the 
Koran and The God Delusion.) 

Among nonbelievers who see atheism 
as a Movement, not just a private choice, 
there’s some concern that these extreme 
tactics could backfire. When the Amherst, 
New Center for Inquiry goad- 
ingly launched “Blasphemy Day” earlier this 
fall, for example, Paul Kurtz — the center’s 
founder and emeritus chair accused par- 
ticipants beyond the bounds 
civilized discourse in a pluralistic society,” 
and compared their output Nazi-era carica- 
tures Jews. This burgeoning disagreement 
nasty enough that some participants and 
observers are using the S-word — schism — to 
describe it. Which, when you think about it, 
kind defeats the atheist point. 


Enter Greg Epstein, Humanist chaplain 
at Harvard University and author of the 
just-published Good Without God: What Million 
Nonreligious People Believe (William Morrow). 
Depending your perspective, Epstein 
youthful ex-rocker from Flushing, Queens, 
who boasts graduate degrees from both 
the University Michigan and Harvard 
Divinity School either combatant 
this brewing civil war peacemaker who 
could save atheism from itself. 

Tonally, Epstein’s divergence from the 
New Atheists sharp: dreams not 
decisively crushing faith, but of a future in 
which the godless and godly cozily co-exist, 
respecting each other’s convictions and 
even making common cause issues 
mutual concern. Two years ago, this differ- 
ence caused something crisis for Epstein 
when, prior conference celebrating the 
30th anniversary of Harvard’s Humanist 
chaplaincy, he distributed a press release 
labeling Hitchens al. “atheist ‘fundamental- 
term which, with its dual charge 
of mindlessness and hypocrisy, is about the 


most incendiary term one nonbeliever can 
Continued on p 12 
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Continued from p 10 
hrow at another. An ugly row ensued, with 
Epstein claiming the phrase was misinter- 
preted and others rejecting that explanation. 
“There really seems to be only one appro- 
riate response,” wrote atheist blogger and 
Epstein critic Brian Flemming. “Fuck you.”) 
But today — chastened, perhaps, by the 
brouhaha of 2007 — the 32-year-old Epstein 
seems to be taking a more conciliatory stance. 
“Lad today’s ‘new atheists’ because they 
seek to right the very real and very many reli- 
gious wrongs our time,” writes sooth- 
in Good Without God. “And | especially 
ppreciate Messrs. Dawkins, Harris, and 
1ens when they liberate young people 
feel good and open about their lack 
belief in God at a time when many still live in 
ties that shun those who will not 
produce least outward display old alle- 


ger point, though, is that 
ing religion isn’t enough: 
rather than polemicizing against faith 
or each other), nonbelievers everywhere 
ld focus on formulating a positive con- 
n of life that can inspire and guide the 
godless — faith without faith, if you will. 
enticing pitch and for sev- 
including the ever-powerful 
rand) Epstein is an attractive, 
fic messenger: he blogs for the 


S) New York magazine, the 
, NPR, and the BBC; and is 


1e internal tensions 
ay, does Epstein have 


blem with the world’s billion or 
ous men and women, Epstein 
ds in Good Without God, is that they've 
llowed themselves to become defined by 
they don't think, not what they do—a 
licit in the term “atheist” itself, 
S$ a rejection of God, but not 
brace of any other source of meaning. 
on for“Humanists,” as Epstein 
— by which he means those 
n't believe in God, or aren't sure, or 
, but seek a cohe- 
lar philosophy of 
0 strive for a condi- 


nm hec “dignity”: 
tion he cals “dignity 


lace of strength 


on th tote 
g in thus state jeeis 


th the short term and 


t the idea of a Big Guy 

still crave thoughtful, 
demanding framework for existence, that’s 

pretty attractive formulation. But selling 
it to Epstein’s intended audience — which 
includes not just those billion Humanists-in- 
waiting, but progressive religious believers, 
as well — could be tricky. Atheists animated 
primarily their opposition organized 
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Strange Genesis 


“GOOD WITHOUT GOD” POSTERS ARE POPPING ALL 
OVER THE COUNTRY BUT WHY? 


As he hawks his new book, Greg Epstein is the beneficiary of some high-profile cross- 
on on the part of the United Coalition of Reason, a new, Washington, DC-based 
res to organize (and found) atheistic groups around the country — and which 
romote itself in tandem with Epstein’s book release. The text of the ad campaign, 
rop of blue sky and puffy white clouds, is plastered on billboards, buses 


the country, includin 


ght that was a good 

When we learned Greg was 
ok, we thought we could 
bly generate more media interest 


n to his star” 


not though, where the money for this bit synergistic coming from 
y funder, Edwords says, is a “businessman who makes computer 
nd who's keeping his identity secret, not because he’s ashamed of his beliefs, 
se he doesn't want more people hitting him up for cash 


religion may see Epstein’s ideal worri- 
somely religious itself. And even broad- 
minded believers might decide that Epstein’s 
arguments that different, their core 
premises long-term implications, from the 
New Atheism’s harsher polemics. 

Still, Epstein just might be diplomatically 
savvy enough to pull it off. During a recent 
conversation in his office, situated in the 
basement Harvard’s Memorial Church, 
try bait him into talking about (and pick- 
ing a fight with) religious critics who see his 
existence as an affront. But Epstein doesn’t 
bite. Instead, he segues smoothly into a 
come-hither call religious progressives. 

“What I’m more concerned about,” says 
Epstein, “are religious people who'd be fine 
with Humanism, and interested in working 
equals with me, but have never heard it. 
When we meet those people, 
we have to explain: “We're not 
here to erase you — we’re here 
to embrace you.”” 

Corny? Most definitely. But 
Epstein tries reconfigure 
the relationship between the 
faithful and faithless — and 
to transform the nonreligious 
community’s understanding 
itself this knack for sup- 
planting conflict with warm, 
fuzzy affirmation will come 
handy. 

So, too, will Epstein’s skill 
at packaging complex ideas 
for maximum intellectual 
digestibility. Good Without Cod 
is largely a synthetic work, 
with bite-size treatments 
Humanism-friendly indi- 
viduals (Epicurus, Spinoza, 
Freud), books (Jennifer 
Michael Hecht’s Doubt: A 
History, lots of Albert Camus’s The Plague), 
and academic specialties (game theory, 
evolutionary biology). So wide-ranging is 
Epstein’s rhetorical net, and so agreeable its 
entanglements, that readers of all stripes 
will hard pressed not join the chorus 
the book’s close: atheist-bashing is shame- 
ful! Humanists and believers can get along! 
Religion can teach atheism thing two! 

And Epstein has other assets. With his 
youth, pleasantly angular visage, and 
standard-issue hipster physique, he looks the 


part intellectual liaison specializing 
bookstores, college campuses, and assorted 
national-media outlets. He’s also got a seri- 
ous pop-culture fetish: despite its heavy 
subject matter, Good Without God manages to 
the Miss Universe pageant, Planet 
of the Apes, the Beatles, Jay-Z’s “Money, Cash, 
Hoes,” Nelly’s “Ride With Me,” The Sopranos, 
and Iron Chef. 

Lest all this makes Epstein sound glib, 
it’s worth noting that he arrived at his 
current Humanist ideal after a protracted, 
painful personal search. As a kid growing 
up in Flushing, Queens, Epstein says, he 
was instinctive pluralist: the ethnic 
and religious diversity around him made it 
hard buy the idea that any one religion 
had a sole claim on truth. 

After his half brother was Bar Mitzvahed, 
Epstein decided to follow suit. Almost 
immediately, though, he fell away from 
Reform Judaism because the faith he saw 
struck him practice lethargic and 
insincere. Later, he identified Buddhism 
possible source the genuine mean- 
ing that eluded him in Judaism — and 
majored religious studies and Chinese 
at the University of Michigan, determined 
to read the sacred texts of Taoism and Zen 
Buddhism in the original. 

That didn’t work out, either: upon trav- 
eling to Taiwan and China, Epstein recalls, 
he quickly realized that the believers he’d 
there were just superficial their 
commitment as the Jews of his youth. 
Epstein then sought meaning music, 
singing for Sugar Pill, an Ann Arbor rock 
band. Again: disappointment. (“I found 
that most people the music world were 
really looking for a big party,” says Epstein. 
“Not to take that away from them, but that 
wasn’t what I was there for.”) 

Epstein’s luck finally changed when, 
the early aughts, he had a chance encounter 
with a former teaching fellow who was train- 
ing as a practitioner of Humanistic Judaism — 
which grounds Jewish identity in culture and 
history, rather than belief God. Epstein 
subsequently followed suit, and ended 
studying with the late Rabbi Sherwin Wine, 
the godfather the Humanistic Judaism 
movement, whom he identifies as his great- 
est intellectual influence. Given how far 
Epstein had fallen, existentially speaking, 
was fortuitous turn events. 


“Although I couldn't really believe in the 
God of the Western canon, or the Abrahamic 
religions,” says Epstein, “I'd been looking 
for a sense that the universe cared about me. 
When first began grapple with the fact 
that this was most likely not the case” 
here he laughs, bleakly —“that was a very 
difficult time for me. would liken com- 
ing down off drug. had some sleepless 
nights, some days where had trouble get- 
ting out of bed — all that. And I was scared. I 
felt very lonely and very much in pain.” 


ALL TOGETHER NOW 

This memory isolation may explain why, 
for Epstein, Humanism can’t just be an 
intellectual stance embraced by isolated 
individuals. Instead, needs happen 

communities that share the basic trap- 
pings congregations, meeting spaces, 
clergy, rituals traditional faiths. These 
accouterments, Epstein argues, “don’t exist 
because God said so; they evolved because 
people needed them. Even we’re honest 
about religion, we’re still going to need 
those human inventions.” 

Will we, though? Or does Epstein’s deter- 
mination wed nonbelief traditional reli- 
gious forms suggest fundamental failure 
nerve? the explanation favored 
Myers, the aforementioned Creat Desecrator. 

think very, very nice Greg 
Epstein want ape religion, and maybe 
there will even some people who find his 
ideas appealing,” Myers tells the Phoenix via 
e-mail. “However, remind him that just 
can good without god, can also 
good without rituals, good without sacra- 
ments, good without priests and chap- 
lains. appreciate that he’s offering 
small step away from the old supersti- 
tions, but can much further.” 

Myers isn’t the only nonbeliever with 
reservations about Epstein’s vision 
atheism’s future. Tom Flynn, editor of the 
Center for Inquiry’s Free Inquiry magazine, 
seems genuinely impressed by Epstein’s 
energy and media savvy. balks, 
though, Epstein’s assiduous courtship 
organized religion, his suggestion that 
Humanism can be a sort of faith itself, and 
his eagerness to build new, nonbelieving 
communities along congregational lines. 

The problem, Flynn contends, is that 
Humanism today is actually divided into 
two camps with radically different priori- 
ties — and Epstein only speaks to one of 
them. (Flynn speaks of “religious human- 
ists” and “secular humanists,” and situates 
Epstein in the former group; in Good Without 
God, Epstein makes no such distinction.) 

“Greg lays strong emphasis 
denominational life, but a lot of folks on 
the other side the tracks are strong indi- 
vidualists,” Flynn explains. “They moved 
out traditional religious backgrounds 
move away from supernatural belief, but 
also way emancipating themselves 
from web tight community control 
and they’re not eager to step back into a 
local community.” 

For Epstein help keep atheism’s inter- 
necine feud from boiling over, though, 
doesn’t have to convince every nonreligious 
man, woman, and child that his vision 
the right one. would enough, instead, 
disrupt the vicious circle charge and 
counter-charge that’s currently ensnaring 
both the New Atheists and their milder- 
mannered compatriots. After all, Epstein’s 
vision takes hold, the latter can throw them- 
selves into building his still-hypothetical 
Vast Humanist Community. The former, 
turn, can back bashing God and the 
godly, rather than their fellow nonbelievers. 
And Voila! For the atheists, at least, it’s peace 
on Earth, good willto men. © 


Adam Reilly can be reached at areilly@phx.com. 
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THE LEGEND THE PILGRIMS INGRAINED OUR CULTURE, IT’S PART OUR NATIONAL DNA. 
BUT ONE EYE-OPENING TRIP THE PLYMOUTH AREA COULD CHANGE ALL THAT. 


rican Revolution, the top of the 
boulder was chopped off and then 
2d in various locations around town 
mument to liberty, getting exponen- 
nore fractured in the process. Peggy 
*r, director of Plymouth’s Pilgrim Hall 
m, tells me that pieces were chipped 
uvenirs, removed serve 
ficial gifts or to put in the corner- 
tones town halls that sprouted across 
nerican West. The bottom half was 
ed to fit under a granite canopy in 
1867. The two halves were reunited the 


Som 


Somewhere near here, the Pilgrims 
held that seminal banquet, but the obser- 
vance to which we pay homage today 
traces its roots more directly to the mid 
igth century. It was originally an autumn 

founded New Englanders, 
which spread as they fanned out across 
the nation. It had little link to the actual 
Pilgrims until 1841, when Alexander 
the Pilgrim Cove swimming past the hot tub replica Plymouth Rock. Young published book early Plymouth 
writing, including what Young dubbed 
an account of “The First Thanksgiving” — 
Pilgrim Edward Winslow’s brief report 
cornucopia with (admittedly delicious) tur- 1621 harvest feast. 
ducken and high-fructose corn syrup. Thanksgiving became a national holi- 

I went to Plymouth looking forthe unti- day only in 1863, when President Abraham 
dy facts of the interaction between English Lincoln declared a “day of thanksgiving, 
immigrants, Native Americans, and the praise, and prayer” during the Civil War. It 
unforgiving New England soil; for reports was meant to be a solemn event, thanking 
of shifting alliances between frenemies; the “Divine Majesty” for his help and guid- 
for the shadowy space between stories of ance during the war. The occasion began 
a sacred quest for freedom and a bloody to be reshaped into the Hallmark occasion 
colonial invasion, in which the soul of the we know today in the late 19th century, in 
story resides. Scooting down the waterslide, a similar spirit to and at the same time as 
I began to immerse myself in the Pilgrim the Statue of Liberty was being erected in 
experience find out who they were—and New York Harbor. The Pilgrims were thus 
how we've fooled ourselves for so long. transformed from small-minded, hypocriti- 

cal religious fanatics into role models of a 
ROCK STAR new paradigm. wonder many wanted 

The spiritual epicenter of Plymouth is, of to emigrate to America. 
jutting course, Plymouth Rock, upon which the 
cen- Pilgrims may may not have landed PILGRIM NEIGHBORS 
replica 1620. Its force radiates out through the low mooing greets “New 
t could be more Plymouth businesses you pass onthe way Plimoth,” a recreation of the original Pil- 

there: the Colonial Restaurant; the Old grim town Plimoth Plantation, which 
Colony Auto School; the British been bringing “history life fun 
All American Diner; the Mayflower Gen- and interactive setting” just three miles 
eral Store; Pilgrim’s Corner: Souvenirs, southeast of downtown Plymouth for six 
Tee-Shirts, Apparel, Gifts; the Governor decades. The advantage of simulations 
Bradford Motor Inn; and the On the Rocks and re-enactments as awesomely vivid, 
Tavern. detailed, and historically accurate as this 

I pass the Mayflower Il, a roomier ver- is what you learn from direct experience. 

' sion of the Pilgrim ship, tied up along the For example, one thing Plimoth Plantation 

. waterfront, and arrive at Plymouth Rock, teaches that you don’t learn from history 

ic flavored, filled with Rock th Rock almost exactly 389 years to the day when books: the Plymouth of 1627 smelled a lot 
lations that promise firsthand Pilgrims first landed North America, like cow shit. 

at the tip of Cape Cod in Provincetown Scrappy gray wooden houses stand cheek 

on the other side of the bay. It’s a gray, by jowl along a dirt road. A fort at the top 

overcast November afternoon. stand the hill looks down over the village and 
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ccurred to me that this was a 
ntial 21st-century metaphor for 
st have been like, four centuries 
grim disembarking from the 


into the New one. 


, but end up delivering an out- 
d re-imported lesser-quality 
t's akin to celebrating an autumnal 
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out to the water beyond — just like at the 
original Plymouth. Chickens run loose. 
bearded man in a leather vest and yellow 
pantaloons guides shaggy black heifer 
along a lane. Another fellow climbs up to 
the peak roof and mends its thatch. 

It’s like stepping back into small 
17th century English colonial outpost, 
albeit one overrun by elementary-school 
anthropologists from the future rattling 
off questions at the inhabitants. I wander 
in one door and find two old-timey gents 
who kindly invite me to warm myself 
by their fire. I ask a Pilgrim who identi- 
fies himself as Edward Winslow — a 
stand-in for the Winslow whose descrip- 
tion of that landmark 17th-century meal 
turned into Thanksgiving about, well, 
Thanksgiving. 

Thanksgiving, he informs me, is a 
Puritan Christian rite, but maybe I’m 
talking about harvest feast they held 
some years back? The Pilgrims were firing 
off guns in celebration, he recalls, when 
their Wampanoag ally Massasoit arrived 
with 90 warriors, perhaps coming to their 
defense against their mutual enemy the 
Narragansetts. When the Wampanoags 
realized a party was going on, he says, they 
went out and killed five deer — “and maybe 
a turkey” — and brought them back as 
their contribution to the gala. 

The natives’ presence was somewhat 
unnerving, Winslow tells me, because they 
so outnumbered the 50-some English who 
hadn’t croaked that first brutal winter in 
New England. That problem didn’t con- 
tinue for long. 


WHERE BEGAN 

Back along the Eel River stands Plimoth 
Plantation’s “Wampanoag Homesite,” 

imagining the home the Native 
American warrior and Pilgrim liaison Hob- 
bamock. In 1623, he warned the Pilgrims 
that the Massachusetts tribe to the north 
planned wipe out Plymouth and another 
English village that had been annoying 
them. So, without a pretense of weapons 
mass destruction anything, Captain 
Miles Standish joined with Habbamock and 
seven English colonists launching suc- 
cessful pre-emptive attack that tribe. 

Signs leading up to the “Wampanoag 
Homesite” warn PLEASE AVOID HARMFUL 
STEREOTYPES. Unlike the one at Plimoth 
Plantation, the re-enactment here is a 
hybrid of then and now. As the Web site 
explains, “Staff dressed in traditional deer- 
skin clothing are Native People and speak 
in their own modern words about the expe- 
riences of the Wampanoag.” 

Komi Wild Horse, Wampanoag and 
Iroquois woman, weaves a minoot, a bas- 
ket traditionally used store dried food 
pits. When ask her about Thanksgiving, 
she pauses, then says, “We give thanks 
every day the time our death. give 
thanks every day for what is given to you. 
A lot of people think it comes from the air, 
but don’t.” 

Wild Horse tells she has worked 
at Plimoth Plantation for 26 years. “This 
And wasn’t happy time. Otherwise 
feeling the way do,” she 
says of this land, where history unfolded. 
“This one the original planting sites. 
Just live this way grand thing. 
could live this way 


FOWL FARE 

Plimoth Plantation’s Patuxet 
Café, The name comes from the Native 
American village what became Plymouth. 
A1605 map the French explorer Samuel 
Champlain shows Plymouth harbor ringed 
and cultivated crops. But 


Plimoth Plantation 


‘Part the 
mythology that 
the Pilgrims were 
really nice and 
they treated the 
Indians well. And 
that’s not true. 
They killed native 
people. They stole 
land from us.’ 


_ Komi Wild Horse weaves a 
minoot at Plimoth Plantation 


epidemic now thought to have been passed 
along by European adventurers — a centuries- 
old swine flu, if you will — wiped out up to 
percent native inhabitants the late 
1610s, leaving the land cleared but uninhab- 
ited for the Pilgrims. 

Today’s meal includes Native American 
succotash and the “Thanksgiving Dinner 
Sandwich,” which may be the most 
American sandwich existence whole 
Thanksgiving dinner turkey, cranberry 
sauce, stuffing — is squeezed between 
two buns, each bite scrumptious taste 
history. 

Though turkeys were indigenous to 
America, they may have been familiar 
Pilgrims before they arrived. It’s believed 
that the Spanish brought the meaty birds 
back Europe, and the 16th century 
turkeys had found place the tables 
England. Colonists were drawn here just 
such discoveries. The Pilgrims, like many 
American colonial ventures, were part 
a commercial scheme that hoped to profit 
from the region’s wealth natural resourc- 
from fish right whales, lumber 


1851, hunting and clearing 
Massachusetts wildlands for farming had 
eradicated wild turkeys from the com- 
monwealth. Now, thanks recovery 
effort begun 1972, it’s believed that 


some 20,000 turkeys reside in the Bay 
State, and the birds once again strut 
about Dorchester, Brookline, and Boston’s 
Theatre District. They’re not New England 
birds, however — the wild turkeys in 
Massachusetts today are actually trans- 
planted New Yorkers. 


THE BEGINNING THE END 

In 1970, a Wampanoag named Wamsutta 
Frank James was invited to speak in Boston 
September dinner hosted the gover- 
nor celebrating the 3soth anniversary of the 
Pilgrim landing. State officials rejected his 
speech when they learned that he planned 
give candid accounting the Wam- 
panoag point view. James and other 
Native Americans from across the country 
gathered instead Plymouth’s Massasoit 
statue on Cole’s Hill, where he delivered his 
talk that Thanksgiving, which the group 
had declared “National Day Mourning.” 

Massasoit, James said then, “welcomed 
and befriended the settlers of the Plymouth 
Plantation. . . . This action by Massasoit 
was perhaps our biggest mistake. We, the 
Wampanoag, welcomed you, the white 
man, with open arms, little knowing that 
was the beginning the end; that before 
years were pass, the Wampanoag 
would no longer be a free people.” 

At noon this Thanksgiving, United 
American Indians of New England (UAINE) 
will meet with hundreds of people at the 
Massasoit statue to hold their goth annual 
National Day of Mourning, followed by a 
protest march through town. 

“We must be the longest continuously 
running demonstration in the United 
States,” says Mahtowin Munro, an Oglala 
Lakota who is co-leader of UAINE. “I guess 
it’s a shame that we have to keep doing it. 
And indeed we do, because the histori- 
cal record been corrected.” 

Thanksgiving, she tells me, is “really 
part of an overwhelming national 
myth. The idea is that the Pilgrims 
came over and native people came out 
and welcomed them and they all sat 
down together this dinner and 
nobody had ever had such fine 
feast before and there was tre- 
mendous friendship among 
the peoples and all the 
little children were playing 
together and all that kind of 
thing. . . . It was about how 
wonderful the Pilgrims were 
and this was such won- 
derful way start country 
and everybody lived happily 
ever after.” 

“Obviously, the 
Pilgrims didn’t discover 
anything. It wasn’t empty 
here. There were people 
living here already. And 
think part the mythology 
that the Pilgrims were really 
nice and they treated the Indians 
well and they were very fair in 
their dealings. And that’s not 
true. They killed native people. 
They stole land from us. They 
did all the things that all the 
other European settlers did.” 

“We feel really strongly that 


Massasoit statue 
Plymouth 


we want to place native people in the pres- 
ent day, too,” says Munro. “Partly, we’re 
just plain invisible. It’s almost like 
dinosaurs and we're these creatures of the 
past. One of the things we do at the Day of 
Mourning also make clear that 
still here — we have survived, we’re not 
going anywhere.” 


FOOD AND FOLKS 


The truth Thanksgiving fact and 
fiction, good and bad certainly varia- 
tion of what we thought it was: a story 
about neighborliness and just isn’t 
as touchy-feely as its legacy. One of the first 
things the Pilgrims did when they arrived 
was steal buried native food caches. Many 
of these Old Worlders starved through their 
first winter. The Wampanoags taught them 
how to plant and did indeed celebrate the 
first Thanksgiving meal with them. But 
after a generation, the Pilgrims spread 

out, squeezing their native neighbors. The 
English let their pigs run loose, getting into 
the crops and gob- 
bling wild groundnuts and acorns that 
were a key part of their diet. 

Tensions escalated and eventually 
peaked flat-out warfare, during which 
(according to Nathaniel Philbrick’s 2008 
book Mayflower: A Story of Courage, Community, 
and War) the colonials lost as many as eight 
percent of their men. The Native American 
population, which numbered perhaps 
20,000 before the fighting, saw some 2000 
killed in battle, 3000 die from sickness or 
starvation, and 1000 sold the English 
into slavery. A tactic used by both sides was 
to destroy enemy’s food stores, which fre- 
quently left combatants near starvation. 

The alliance between the Native 

Americans at war with the English was 

tenuous. And as the English brought 
their own native allies into the fight, 
the Wampanoags and allied tribes at 
war with the English became boxed 
in, ran low on food and weapons, 
and splintered. Massasoit’s second 
son, Metacom, led his people back 
toward their homeland in what 
is now Plymouth County, 
perhaps in search of buried 
food. survived series 
of close shaves, but dur- 
ing the early morning 
hours of August 12, 1676, 
was surrounded at his 
Rhode Island headquar- 
ters and shot dead as 
he tried to escape. 
The ending of this 
story is the dark-side mir- 
ror image our traditional 
Thanksgiving tale, one con- 
veniently skipped over 
grandpa carves the turkey. 
The reflections aligned 
perfectly that would 
stretch credibility in fic- 
tion: they cut Metacom’s 
body into pieces, and dis- 
played his head pub- 
lic Plymouth for more 
than twodecades. 


Read Greg blog 
gregcookland.com/journal. 
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The owners of Caffé Vittoria and 
the Florentine Cafe took over this 

venerable tourist trap that looks out on 
North Square a year ago, renamed it for 
their son last May, and quietly spiffed 
up the rooms and the menu. We're still 
talking red sauce, dried pasta, pictures 
of Venice, high-priced daily specials, 
and Frank Sinatra on the soundtrack. 
Cape Verdean singer Cesaria Evora is on 
that tape, too.) But one of those specials 
might be osso bucco on saffron risotto. 
Meanwhile, the white-bean dip served 
with Italian bread has enough 
garlic to take care of a vampire- 
movie marathon, the H1Ni flu, 
and the entire North End. You 
talk about your garlic. Until 
you've had the white-bean 
spread at Gennaro’s, you don’t 
know what garlic is. 

After that deliciously spicy 
start, the house masterpiece may be a 
little mound of eggplant Napoleon ($9), 
which I ordered only because the menu 
said it came with both pesto and mari- 
nara. When you can get two key sauces 
out of the way at the appetizer level, 
the se le restaurant critic makes his 
move right there. The pesto was good for 
November, and the marinara good for 
any month of the year, but the star was 
eggplant layered with ricotta so nicely 
you could cut neat slices with a fork. 

The cold antipasto ($10/ small; 
$12/large) covers the expected bases, 
and then steals a couple more with the 
sort of wonderful prosciutto and Italian 
salami that never seems to cross the Big 
Dig barrier. There are also delicate slices 
of fresh mozzarella, fontina, an aged 


DINING 
0 UT crunchy. It’s a little too salty 


SMART START The antipasto covers the expected bases, and then steals couple 
more with wonderful prosciutto and Italian salami. 


ricotta salata, touched up with balsamic 
vinegar, and a small salad of grilled 
calamari that any top chef would envy. If 
you're looking for a little more lettuce in 
your salad, the insalata Caesar ($8) is a 
clean reading, with the anchovies whole 
and optional, and the garlic concentrat- 
ed in the house-made croutons. 

Of the entrées we tried, I most en- 
joyed the fettuccine carbonara ($18), 
even though the sauce was more 
Alfredo (creamy cheese sauce) than 
carbonara (bacon and eggs). Bacon, 
cheese, and peas are a rich 
combination, even — or maybe 
especially — on fully cooked 
pasta ribbons. 

Risotto, however, is done 


when served under salmon pic- 

cata ($25), but was mellowed 

by a lemon gravy full of capers 
nd some remarkable roast asparagus 
affron risotto, which came with the 
pecial osso bucco ($35 — 1 warned you 
bout the prices of off-menu options 
in the North End) was not over-salted, 
but didn’t taste much like saffron, 
either. The clod of slow-cooked veal 
shank and its sauce of carrots and to- 
mato were so wonderful, though, they 
could have flavored the risotto with 
pencil shavings and I still would have 
eaten every grain. 

For a little more greenery, the side 
dish of broccoli rabe ($6) is sautéed in oil 
and — who knows where they found any 
more? — garlic, with the bittersweet fla- 
vor of the older form of the vegetable. 

Gennaro’s has a short but well-focused 
wine list, mostly Italian on the red side 
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GENNARO’S NORTH SQUARE RISTORANTE 


TOURIST TRAP PROVES ITS WORTH 


nd worldwide on the white side. I was 
sed to find a fine vintage of an old 
iend, 2006 Michele Chiarlo Barbera 
"Asti ($32). This is only the second-best 
pe of the Piedmont region, in the 
pinion of wine writers, but my favorite 
rith food, since it has both plenty of 
cherry-berry fruit on the nose and acid- 
ity on the palate. It stands up to tomato 
sauce, picatta, and even some of the 
meatier fish dishes. A thin cup of decaf 

$2.50) arrived nearly cold, but the espres- 
So ($3) Was competent and the decaf cap- 
puccino ($4) excellent. 

Coffee service is important, because 
Gennaro’s is one of the handful of North 
End restaurants that serves dessert. 
That alone would earn it the coveted 
adjective “romantic,” even without the 
handsome upstairs dining room. 
Certainly, I would consider the choco- 
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_ late bombe ($7) — chocolate and vanilla 
> gelato with the layer of coconut in a choc- 


olate candy shell shaped like a big egg — a 


< seductive item. Tiramisu ($6) was unex- 


ceptional, but spumoni ($6) was much 


= improved from the mixed ice-cream 


wedges of my childhood, which did not 
have the cartoon-like layer of chocolate 
between the strawberry and pistachio 
layers. On the other hand, we used to 
have claret sauce on spumoni, which was 

ite thrilling to a kid — wine sauce on 
ice cream! Here, you get whipped cream 
and a maraschino cherry. 

Upstairs service from the precise and 
attentive Claudia was aided by an Italian- 
made electric dumbwaiter that was refur- 
bished by the new owners, along with a 
copper ceiling and large tulip lamps. The 
atmosphere on a quiet Sunday night was 
delightfully unhurried. 

I wish the owners more business in 
this economy, if only from the more dis- 
cerning hockey and basketball fans once 
the winter seasons get going. But Gen- 
naro’s is already the ideal compromise 
between the traditional idea of a North 
End red-sauce palace and something a 
little finer. There are no television sets 
anywhere in the restaurant — now that’s 
romantic! 


Robert Nadeau can be reached at 
robtnadeau@aol.com. 
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the cheap 
VINH SUN BBQ RESTAURANT 


CANTONESE ROAST MEATS AND MUCH MORE 


PVE tae } Constrained by a smali word count, | often choose restaurants with 
‘ eS la ty short menus. | correctly took Vinh-Sun to be a Cantonese 
pecialist, a “4 p ler of roast pork, whole suckling pigs, ducks, 
and chickens Cut it also a spanking-clean Chinatown restaurant 
onese and Hong Kong menu that’s so deli- 
value-priced that | gladly shredded my expense 
A roast duck, chicken, and pork rice plate 
'y: a hefty cease of three moist yet crisp-skinned 
sion by the meat-cutter 
mad gai - (Chinese broccoli) in oyster 
is one dish, I'd still return 
ongee, the heartwarming rice porri 
year's chill: chicken and black mus 
should also try frog ($6.50), from 
ood chicken wings. Several vers 
es boast a clear, perfect chicken s 
as in the wonderful shrimp-du ump 
-Style lo mein ($5.95) uses lightly 
ora huge mou 
roast pork with sweetish red glaze) 
que shows in the superb dry-fried spicy chicken 


ge 


st 


va 
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es (S 12) and spicy, salty dry-fried squid, scallop, and shrimp 
16.95) ve tasted only American-Chinese beef chow foon, the 
sloppy stir ose of flat rice noodles you'l i find the Hong Kong dry-fried 
version here revelation. Stir-fried stems ($12.95) 
de al pea flavor. The only disappointment is hai nam 
chicken whole), dull steamed bird hacked and 
served 


barely flavored rice with cucumber slices. 

space is deceptively large: 40 first-floor seats plus another 70 

ate-night hours dra w mor 


al Gau's chicken ($9.5 
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ake this 


h-Sun’s more authentic d eee you may well find yoursel if acti ne i ike a tval at that retail 


zed whole roast duck ($17) or a hunk of roast pig ($6.50/Ib) to take home 


TIVOLIS 


RENDEZVOUS DES 


121 Exchange St, Malden, 
781 321-5559 


www.tivolisrestaurant.com 


isa business that 
ares about its customers.” Robert 


SPECIALS 


CAPSULES RECENT RESTAURANT REVIEWS 


Entrée prices are rounded to the nearest dollar. Restaurant hours, credit-card policy, 
and liquor information are not included, so be sure to call ahead. 


CITY TABLE | 61 Exeter St, Boston 
(Lenox Hotel) | 617.933.4800 | $12-$28 
| Downsized and downscaled from 
the elaborate Azure, the new din 
ing room of the old Lenox Hotel is 
warmer in tone and has the feel of 

a bar-restaurant. The m 
menu is executed wond 
the grass-fed sirloin t 


behind Spring Street Café, over the 
small curb, and into the parking lot, 
you'll find that Sofia has outstand- 
ing steaks, competent Italian food, 
a killer iceberg wedge salad, and de 
cent dessert. It’s loud but informal, 
since it is at the edge of the suburbs, 
in what it calls the “white-hot West 
Roxbury-Dedham dining scene.” 


nd of “barbecued meat” 


house-made pickles to 
the best codfish dist 
line-caught C T 
lobster and corn chowder 
ARTBAR | S Cambridge Parkway 
(Royal Sonesta Hote!), Cambri 
617.806.4122 | $24 
bar-restaurant in al S 
lacks the intensity of Dante, but 
has a nice f 
classics and clever t hes. C 
chowder and 
bill for the for } 
ian platter packs several surpr 
and the four-bite small desse 
be just right. The walls are glz 
dress nicely. 
JADE GARDEN SEAFOOD RESTAU- 
RANT | 18-20 Tyler St, Boston 
617.423.3288 | $6-$23 (a la carte) | One 
of Chinatown's newer 


Hey, they've sold us on “Allston Vil- 
lage,” so anything is possible. You 
better go with a reservation 

BUBOR CHA CHA | 45 Beach St, 
Boston | 617.482.3338 | $7-$18 | This 
room, done up in a mock-Trader Vic 
style with plasma TVs, doesn't have 

a promising look. Some of the food 
was uneven in the early months, too, 
but parties of mixed experience levels 
can do very well with anything fried 
particularly the squid), the sweet 
sour strawberry pork chop, and lots 
of skewers and noodles. The adven- 
turous can enjoy shrimp paste, “Frog 
, 80 Delight,” the eponymous dessert, or a 
European-style mousse cake. 

PUNJAB PALACE | 109 Brighton Ave. 
Allston | 617.254.1500 | $11-$15 | This 
second-tier restaurant started by the 
ntonese much-loved India Quality is now 
seafood speci. s s the live uneven, but can be excellent. En 
tanks of East Ocean City with the lightenment starts with lentil soup 
wok-to-plate speed of Peach Farm for or dahi papri (potato salad with spice 
some outstanding H Cong Sea and crunch), and continues by order- 
food, and some s ing off-menu salty lassi and chicken 
ful fusion dishes, like methiwala. Top it off with kulfi, or a 
house special. The se couple of Western desserts decorated 
are written in Chinese on a white with mango to make them fusion. 
board, but usually displayed in the 
live tanks you pass on the way in, 
too, so anyone can point and shoot 
SOFIA ITALIAN STEAKHOUSE 
1430 VFW Parkway, West Roxbury 
| 617.469.2600 | $12-$32| Drivers: if 
you can figure out how to sneak 
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TRADITION 


ETPALL a 


CHRISTIAN 
3 yenue). 
for the title Brown (Mack but also 
McBride brings vibist Warren 
oldiers 


You have to give bass monster 


cullersjazz.com 


FRIDAY Talk about 
to-the-manner- 
born: daughter 
singer/guitarist 

Joao Gilberto and 
singer 
BEBEL GILBERTO was 
stage perform- 
ing with her moth- 

and Stan Getz 

Carnegie Hall age nine. Her most 
recent CD, Allin One (Verve), proves she’s 
adept modern fusions electronics 
(with Brazilian Didi Gutman and Dust 
Brother John King) and Stevie Wonder (the 
Mark Ronson-produced “The Real Thing”) 
with classic bossa nova, and 
showing all off tonight. 
Paradise, 967 Comm Ave, Boston $25- 
$30 | 617.562.8800 or www.thedise.com 


© THE WANDAS + THE WILLOWZ + 
GUILLERMO SEXO + ART DECADE | Dec- 
ember the Middle East upstairs, 
www.ticketmaster.com 


FRIDAY You may have seen BOSTON 
THE NUTCRACKER gazillion 
times, but this year’s your first chance 
hear properly, now that it’s escaped the 
cavernous Wang Theatre and now that 
the Opera House orchestra pit has been 
reconstructed. 

The Boston Ballet 
Orchestra sounds 
great its new 
home, and, yes, 
the production’s 
not bad either. 
Opera House, 539 
Washington St, 
Boston November 
27-December 

27 | $35-$162 | 
617.695.6955 or www. 
bostonballet.org 


ORGAN BEATS January the 


www.ticketmaster.com 


THE LUXURY CONSERVATIVE MAN 


Middle East upstairs, Cambridge 


© FRIDAY-SAT- 
URDAY | What 
better way for 
PIXIES to cel- 
ebrate the 20th 
anniversary 
Doolittle than 
performing 
the city that 
started all? Frank Black and Kim Deal 
lead the odd-rock icons through set list 
that reads like the answers Pixies triv- 
contest: “Here Comes Your Man,” their 
unusually giddy, single; 
“La Love You,” sung drummer David 
Lovering; and “Monkey Gone Heaven,” 
their only song with strings. 

Wang Theatre, 270 Tremont St, Boston 
www.citicenter.org 


Mohegan Sun Arena, 
Uncasville, Connecticut $58- 
www.ticketmaster.com 


TUESDAY Every kid sitting 
Detroit Los Angeles planning 
that rap/rock/punk hybrid got 
anew king dethrone when 

(Rhymesayers Entertainment), the 
best yet for the clever and dexterous 
MC, whose percussion-fueled beats 
seem bear themselves aloft. 
gives one the better performances 
the game, his tour with post- 
hardcore rockers SAOSIN sure 
keep you your toes, never mind 
your feet, when arrives the 
House Blues, Lansdowne St, 
hob.com. 


SATURDAY What does matter wheth- 

the glass half full if, sooner later, 

going die? That’s the question 

asked local artist Gary “THINK 

THE WORST,” sardonic public-awareness 

campaign the negativity 

pervading some corners the media and 

popular opinion.” this hybrid show 

and sale, the relentless, hyperbolic nega- 

tivity Duehr’s poems and art mirrors 
the more hys- 

terical aspects 

culture. 
Bromfield 

| Gallery, 450 

| Harrison Ave, 

free www.gary- 
duehr.com 


© DROPKICK MURPHYS | March 
ticketmaster.com 


AL SURVIVAL BAZAAR 


SCIENCE 1aN 1500 persons 


ar 


| FRIDAY AFTER THANKS- 
GIVING (F. AT) CHAIN REACTIONS 
EVENT. which goes like this: about 


for th 


et an id Kurt We 
ls — all delivered wi 
5 jazz approach to rhythm 
and harmony and a cabaret sing- 
e's attention to lyrics. The line-up 
of his cool band at the Regattabar 
includes pianist Randy Ingram, 


nt the HARVARD SQUARE wou 
aay FAIR. 4 


HIP-HOP | Of all the hip-hop 
artists who get labeled “emo,” St 
Paul renaissance performer EVEDEA 
best embodies that quasi-accolade. 
Once the great Midwestern battle- 
Tap protégé of Atmosphere MC 
Slug, Eyedea detoured around hip- 
hop arca 2006, playing with a slew 
of bands whom few cats beyond 
Minnesota have likely heard of. 


A AIK 


hey 


they 


Now back with his original produc- 
tion partner, ABILITIES, Rhymesay- 
ers Entertainment's youngest gun 
is packing more latent indie-rock 
influence than head-nod hip-hop- 
pers r ht be comfortable with, 
but tortured souls and coffeeshop 
chicks are sure to indulge his 
progressive backdrops and caustic 
narratives. As for his live chops — 
that’s something all heads can cel 
ebrate. He and Abilities are at the 
e East downstairs, 480 Mass 
Ave, Ca ge | 8 pm | $15 | www. 
ter.com 


ble Dallas-Somer- 
lues singer and harp player 

DARRELL NULISCH an ial 

Punderburgh 

ts and a later mem 


fall, 
Hotel, 1 Bennett 

e| 7:30 pm | $15| 
7 OF Www. regattabar 


CLASSICAL | Last year, the 
BOSTON EARLY MUSIC FESTIVAL in- 
augurated its swell Thanksgiving 
Saturday Chamber Opera Series 
with John Blow’s Venus and Adonis 
and Marc-Antoine Charpentier’s 
Actéon. This year, we're getting the 
original 1718 one-act chamber ver- 
sion of Handel's pastoral opera ACIS 
AND GALATEA, with tenor Aaron 
Sheehan (last year’s Actéon) as the 
besotted shepherd and soprano 
Amanda Forsythe (last year’s Ve- 
nus) as the nymph of his dreams. 


sound 


Bring your own sheep shears to 
Jordan Hall, 30 Gainsborough St, 
Boston | 8 pm | $19-$49; seniors, 
students $5 discount | 617.661.1812 
or www. bemf.org. 


SUNDAY 


FOLK ROCK | Fresh off a collabo- 
ration with John Vanderslice, pro- 
lific, serial singer-songwriter John 
Darnielle is back with his folk-rock 
trio MOUNTAIN GOATS to support 


@s 
PLANET OF THE APES 
THE GODFATHER f 
THE GODFATHER, PART | Harvar 
ARSENIC AND OLD LACE 


McCABE MRS. MILLER 
HEAT AND DUST South 
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December 20 


FILM AND THEATER THIS WEEK 


THE MAN WHO CAME TO DINNER ©: 


Theatre | November 27-December 23 
ACHRISTMAS CAROL | Stoneham Theatre Nove 
SHIPWRECKED! | Lyric Stage Company 


OBAMA MIA | Sanders Theatre | November 28 
SHULAMIS | Agassiz Theater | December 2-6 
AN IDEAL HUSBAND | Cambridge YMCA Theater | 


FINAL FANTASY 


MONDAY 


ELECTROROCK 


tonight's retro/fu 
party features Act 
Disasterpeace, Bn 


and Cathode Ray 


TUESDAY 


THEY MIGHT GIANTS Alternative rock Dinner and The Happy Journey Bosto AIR FORCE BAND LIBERTY Big- 
Mohegan Sun, Center for the Arts, Calderwood band Americana Lowell Memorial 
www. mohegansun.com www. beaonline.org pm | www. lowellauditorium.com 
BOSTON HANDMADE DOWNTOWN OPEN- Reading from Harvard AUDREY RYAN DANIELLE MIRAGLIA 
live music and refreshments Boston Book Store, Cambridge December Toad, Cambridge December 
® 5-8 pm | www. bostonhandmade.org 1 
© “FULL EQUALITY AND HOW WE GET 

© ROSS LIVERMORE BAND + DIETRICH ”_ They THERE” | With GLAAD president Jarrett ! 
STRAUSE | Roots acoustic, folk | Toad, > . Might Be T. Barrios | Carpenter Center for the ! 
ambridge | November 28 @ 7:30 pm | ar Giants " Visual Arts, 24 Quincy St, Cambridge i 
www.toadcambridge.com December 2 @ 4 pm | www. artmuse- 

Thorton Wilder’s The Long Christmas 


617.268.6700 or www. mwproduc 
tions.org 


WEDNESDAY 


ice in America, and that 
he standout work of HAjIN 
more impressive. Jin won 
ational Book Award for his 
1999 novel Waiting, and with hi 
new book of st ories, FALL, 
he pr 


bes deeper the m 
hinese Am erican € 
this ti the New York 
grant cc nity of Flu r 
Freudenberger in the New Yorker 
ce praised reading his re 
y declarative style as“a 
in love,” so if you're 
ly, catch him tonight 
Brook Booksmith, 279 Harvard 
St, Brookline | 7 pm | free | www. 
brooklinebooksmith.c om. 


ART/AWARENESS | Local artist 
and educator MICHAEL DOWLING 
has been drawing attention to 
World AIDS Day for the past 18 
years with the largest recurring 
site-specific art event in town, 
MEDICINE WHEEL. This year’s ver- 
sion features Luminaria, a 22-foot 
tall physical lantern made of faces 
and representing those who've 
been afflicted by the terrible 
disease. The show runs through 
December 2, but today there's a 
special 24-hour vigil of prayer, 
dance, song, and ritual that’s 
expected to draw thousands of per- 
sons, at the Boston Center for the 
Arts’ Cyclorama, 539 Tremont St, 
Boston | midnight-midnight | free 


smber 


December 3-13 


FILM | John Ford had John Wayne 
Martin Scorsese had Robert De 
Niro. And the master of American 
realism also had his on-screen 
doppelganger, as you can see over 
the next four days in the Museum 
of Fine Arts’ retrospective “JOHN 
CASSAVETES AND PETER FALK.” 

The series opens with MIKEY o 
NICKY (1976), Elaine May's mob- 
ster/buddy movie, with Cassavetes 
playing Nicky to Falk’s Mikey, and 
then his OPENING NIGHT (1977), in 
which Cassavetes’s wife, Gena 
Rowlands, is a distraught diva and 
Falk has a small but key role. It'll 
continue with Big Trouble (1986), A 
Woman Under the Influence (1974), and 
Husbands (1970), in the MFA’s Remis 
Auditorium, 465 Huntington Ave, 
Boston | December 2-5 | $10; $8 
students, seniors 617.369.3907 or 
www. mfa.org 


THURSDAY 


CLASSICAL | in what will be pret 
ty much your last opportunity to 
hear non-holiday classical music 
this year, Hungarian guest con- 
ductor CHRISTOPH VON DOHNANY! 
leads the BOSTON SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA in an unusual “Mittel- 
Europa” program — Hungarian 
composer Béla Bartok’s Divertimento 
for String Orchestra, Czech composer 
Bohuslav Martinis Violin Con- 
certo No. 2, with German soloist 
FRANK PETER ZIMMERMANN, and 
Czech composer Antonin Dvorak's 
Symphony No. 8— in Symphony 
Hall, 301 Mass Ave, Boston | De- 
cember 3 + 5 @ 8 pm; December 4 @ 
1:30 pm | $29-$115 | 617.266.1200 or 
www.bso.org. 


4 
A JAZZ | For the ongoing “Berklee 
Artists Series” at Scullers, one 
RYS!IAL-DALLING IAE BEST EVEN | S the powerhouse jazz/pop/R&B 

| a Chiptune is a form of electroni f material about the immigrant 
i Lounge, 315 Mass Ave, Cambridge 
t 8 pm | free | boston8bit.com 
rock will transcend (but still housed bv) 
T weekend it’s at Cam bassist Keala Kaumeheiwa, and 
1000 Mass Ave, drummer Jared Schonig. That's 
ambridge | November 27-29: 10 in the Charles Hotel, 1 Bennett 
am-6 www TZ St, Cambridge | 7:30 pm | $20 
17.395.7757 OF Www. regattabar 
2 re ter and create mini : 
the game Mouse gested all the turkey, and already 
tested and linked it’s time for the holiday season, 
f 1 n as not by the crafts ber of Ronnie Earl's Broadcasters mer Theatre | Nov 
people themselves. “This is not rolls into the Regattabar for a show rchive | NovemnDE 
1-45 It’s more like a party whe 1 in the Char Theat vovernber 
t n while keeping it local at the 617.395.7, m Archive | November 
AIT web. mit .edu/mu First Unitarian Church, 3 Church jazz.com ston Put 
St, Cambridge | Novernber 28: @ 10 ton Branct Drary ecer 
am-7 pm; November 29: noon-6 
JAZZ | Lik ral other younger pm | free | www harvardsquare ) FOR DETAILS: = 
Rocton Center for the A ridld 
rs (Kate McCarry comes to holidayfair.com 5 mn 
ied menu of modern and “classic” 27-Dece 2 
tandards (from Burt Bacharach 


THURSDAY, DECEMBER 3 


FAR APPRECIATION eo 


Citizen 


tin + FYE & LUPO'S + ROUND AGAIN RECORDS - IN YOUR EAR 


REGISTER TO ATTEND SXSW 2010 
Go to sxsw.com now to take advantage of 
current registration discounts. Next early 
bird discount deadline Jan. 15, 2010. 


THE SOUTH BY SOUTHWEST 
MUSIC AND MEDIA CONFERENCE 
showcases thousands of musical acts 
from around the globe on over eighty 
stages in downtown Austin. By day, 
industry reps do business in the SXSW 
Trade Show and partake of a full agenda 
of informative, provocative panels and 
interviews featuring hundreds of 
speakers of international stature. 


“celebrated around the world as one of 
the great institutions of independent 
music, drawing record labels, bloggers, 
booking agents, filmmakers, radio 
programmers and anyone else in search 
of the next cool thing.” 


rer 


~The New York Times, March 23, 2009 


Pris 


KNIGHT THE IGUANA 


NICOLAS CAGE HIS BEST BAD LIEUTENANT 


PETER KEOUGH 


BAD LIEUTENANT: PORT 
CALL NEW ORLEANS 


BOSTON COMMON + KENDALL SQUARE + COOLIDGE 
CORNER- SUBURBS 


Tas 


McDonagh, who's played 


rmanice that will 


nortng coke, 


question is not“ Why is there 
e universe?” It's “What the fuck is 
ing on my coffee table?” 
yes, the iguanas. Not just iguanas, 
but reptiles in general: gators and snakes 
not to mention the other cold-blooded 
types like sharks and manta rays swim- 
ming in an aquarium). Do these beasts 


bulb containing the primal instincts that 
are probably all McDonagh has left after 
his chaotic indulgences? Who cares? The 
iguanas are like the frogs the end Paul 
Thomas Magnolia, only better. 

Whatever the reason, reptiles rule from the 
first image — a viper slithering in dank water. 
Hurricane Katrina (never overtly mentioned, 
but the disaster lingers the corner every 
frame like a whiff of mildew) has flooded a 
New Orleans jail, and McDonagh debates 
whether to soil his silk underwear and jump 
in to save a prisoner left behind. He does so, 
and like all good deeds, this one doesn’t go un- 
punished. Cut McDonagh doctor’s of- 
fice: his back is screwed for good from his dive 
into the drink, and the only relief is Vicodin. 

Somehow, though, I think he was already 
going bad before he got this license to be 
an addict. Cage, for his part, gets a license 
to unleash all the drunk talk and gleeful, 
pathological craziness repressed during 
his Oscar-winning turn Leaving Las Vegas. 
sweats, he glowers, his veins bulge, and his 
eyes pop as he lurches about like Klaus Kinski 
Aguirre: The Wrath God, spewing Tourette- 
syndrome stream of profanity, hilarity, and 
free-association non sequiturs. (One of my 
favorites: the high-pitched, desperate little 
laugh every time mentions the name 
one the drug dealers 

Meanwhile, mobsters threaten his pros- 
titute girlfriend (Eva Mendes), his gam- 
bling debts become overwhelming, and 
there’s always the need for new sources of 


COUNTRY FOR ALL MEN 


JOHN HILLCOAT DOESN'T STRAY 
FROM CORMAC ROAD 


BY PETER KEOUGH 


THE ROAD 


BOSTON COMMON + KENDALL SQUARE + SUBURBS 


For those who found the Coen Brothers’ 
adaptation of Cormac McCarthy's No Coun- 
try for Old Men too lighthearted, John Hill- 
t's relentlessly faithful version of the 
post-apocalyptic Pulitzer-win- 
ning novel might hit the spot. Although 
this Road is actually rather optimistic — at 
east, compared with, say, Samuel Beck- 
k of it as a sci-fi Waiting for Godot, 


with cannibalism and family values and 
the end the world. 

Unlike 2012, however, The Road offers 
explanation for its monochromatic 
terdammerung. The film opens with images 
of better days: sunshine, leaves and blos- 
soms, birdsong and voices. Then lights 
flash through a window at night, and all 
that remains unnamed father (Viggo 
Mortensen) and son (Kodi Smit-McPhee) 
living out shopping cart equipped 
with a rear-view mirror that they push 
through endless vistas ash, smoke, 
corpses, and ruin. 

What happened? doesn’t matter. 
This isn’t a cautionary tale. Clobal warm- 
ing, Mayan prophecies, giant asteroids 
pondering the causes and prevention 
of annihilation offers no relief from the 
awful circumstances. Which, given the 
fatalistic, Biblical bent of McCarthy and 


THE ROAD Viggo 


Mortensen finds some- 
thing in human nature 
worth preserving. 


BAD GOOD Nicolas Cage gets license al! the drunk talk and gleeful, 
pathological craziness repressed during his Oscar-winning turn Leaving Las Vegas. 


illegal substances. Oh, and then there’s 
his job. gang drug dealers headed 
Big Fate (Alvin “Xzibit” Joiner) have mowed 
down entire family Senegalese immi- 
grants, and McDonagh gets the case. 

those murders touch his benighted 
moral core the way the raped nun touched 
Harvey Keitel’s lieutenant in Ferrara’s 
film? Perhaps, but mostly think they give 


Hillcoat, might well reductive alle- 
gory the human condition. When you 
come down it, we’re all doomed wan- 
derers fallen world. Why perpetuate 
the folly? what point does mere sur- 
vival become meaningless? there some 
innate value goodness human nature 
worth preserving? 

one The Road’s flashbacks 
which intrude the form nightmares 
whenever the man sleeps broods too 
long the man’s wife (Charlize Theron) 
says she doesn’t want just to survive. The 
man’s only answer to her despair is the 
son, who was conceived before the world 
ended. “If not the word God,” the 
man says in voiceover, “God never spoke.” 

found the word God the book 
not only does Smit-McPhee convey the 
child’s terror, also evokes that rarity, 
genuine decency and moral clarity. There 
is a stillness beneath the rags, filth, and 
tears that stronger than the father’s 
ruthless desperation. When they come 
across an old man (Robert Duvall) who 
says thought the boy was angel, 
doesn’t seem like hyperbole. 

In this world, or remnant of one, as in 
Alfonso Cuar6n’s oddly similar Children of 


him focal point. Bringing these clowns 
to justice, perhaps arbitrarily, becomes 
the eye McDonagh’s personal hurricane 
of irrationality, self-destructiveness, and 
insatiable hedonism. 

Will Fate, like the assassin embodying 
Death in No Country for Old Men, prevail over 
this Dirty Harry of the new millennium? 
Either way, his soul is still dancing. © 


Men, children are a rarity. They are also a 
delicacy, and the chief threat our two 
wayfarers, apart from disease and starva- 
tion, comes from the roving bands sur- 
vivors whose views about the purpose 
reproduction and the taboo against eating 
human flesh come right out of Jonathan 
Swift’s Modest Proposal.” 

Hence the plot gets little repetitive: 
danger, flight, repose, and danger again, 
the man and the boy progress along the 
wreck-strewn highway and pass the mo- 
notonous panorama spectacular noth- 
ingness some spurious refuge the 
sea. Not unlike the pattern 2012, come 
think it, though with not-so-high- 
tech vehicles. 

one instance, pathos verges the 
absurd the man, carrying the boy 
his back, hobbles after the thief (Michael 
Kenneth Williams) who’s stumbling away 
with the precious shopping cart and all 
their belongings. This leads one the 
film’s most wrenching sequences, more 
powerful screen than the page, 
kind reverse Good Samaritan parable. 
“We are carrying the fire,” the man keeps 
telling his son, though doesn’t always 
see its light. And it is in scenes like this 
one that the fire burns brightest. 


pulsion, like smoking crack, 
sex, Cutting off the oxygen supply frail 
old woman rest home. For McDonagh, 
su tesa refer to the reptile brain, that atavistic ee 
we 
RECTED BY JOHN HILLCOAT | WRITTEN BY JOHN 
PENHA BASE N THE NOVEL BY CORMAC 
McCARTHY | WITH V MORTENSEN. KOD! 


FANTASTIC MR. FOX 
88 MINUTES | BOSTON COM- 
MON+ KENDALL SQUARE + 
WEST NEWTON + SUBURBS 
In The Royal Tenenbaums and 
The Life Aquatic with Steve Zis- 
sou, Wes Anderson excelled 
at telling adult stories 
with childlike whimsy. 
Telling children’s stories 
with adult whimsy is 
another matter. Count 
among the few not 
captivated by Anderson’s 
animated adaptation 
Roald Dahl’s book; I found 
it as stilted and twee as 
the title canid’s tippy-toe 
gait. Despite Fox’s insouci- 
ance, which is enhanced 
by George Clooney’s suave 
goofiness and Anderson’s 
doodling details, his story 
is a familiar one: former 
chicken hunter subdued 
marriage (the wife voiced 
by Meryl Streep) and a 
runty son (who is “differ- 
ent,” another clichéd trope) 
into a suffocating career 
as a journalist. And so, 
one last big heist, which 
entangles the whole weird 
Wind in the Willows commu- 
nity. From the Davy Crock- 
ett theme song the start 
to a kid named Kristoffer- 
son, Anderson’s cuteness 
often cloys. “I’m a wild 
animal,” Mr. Fox observes. 
If only that were so. 

_Peter Keough 


NINJA ASSASSIN 

99 MINUTES | BOSTON 
COMMON + FENWAY + FRESH 
POND + EMBASSY + SUBURBS 
much blood splashes 


across the screen in James 
McTeigue’s martial-arts 
madness, you’d think the 
human body consisted 

of nothing but. Geysers 
erupt from sword slashes 
and heads explode in red 
splats. McTeigue, who cut 
his teeth as an assistant 
director on the Matrix se- 
ries and made his name 
with V for Vendetta, cer- 
tainly gets the CCI evis- 
cerations right. But not 
so much the plot. Much 
of the action in this slap- 
dash of far superior chop- 
sockies centers in Berlin, 
where a Europol agent 
(Naomie Harris) links a 
series of killings to an 
ancient order of ninjas. 
swarm of black-clad Asian 
assassins, and only a 
rogue ninja named Raizo 
(Korean pop star Rain) 
can anything about it. 
The hellish orphanage 
story told kung fu-style 
flashbacks has its mo- 
ments, but the here and 
now in Germany left me 
wishing for rerun 
Enter the Dragon or The Killer 
Elite. 


_Tom Meek 
GOD 
98 MINUTES | KENDALL 
SQUARE 


If Michael Moore can 
bring in Wallace Shawn 
economics expert, 

I guess director Peter 
Rodger can enlist Ringo 
Starr as an authority on 
religion his worldwide 
search for an answer to 


OLD DOGS No new tricks here. 


the question “Who is 
God?” (“God is love,” says 
Ringo, as in “All you need 
equipped 
with “a camera and a hat” 
(and also, it must be said, 
a suffocating wall-to-wall 
soundtrack that sounds 
variously like outtakes 
from a Pink Floyd album 
and beatbox music for an 
aerobics session), Rodger 
compiles these glibly ed- 
ited sound bites parrot- 
ing new-age pieties. And 
what do we learn? That 
folks who say theirs is the 
only God and kill those 
who don’t agree are not so 
appealing as the monks, 
priests, imams, rabbis, 
bit actors, and cute kids 
being treated for cancer 
who agree with Ringo. 
Grouchy Bob Geldof, who 
Says it’s all rubbish, is 
somewhere the middle, 
but hat’s off the 
Kabbalist rabbi who when 
asked whether God exists 
says no and when asked 
whether he believes in 
Him says yes. 

_Peter Keough 


OLD DOGS 

88 MINUTES | BOSTON 
COMMON FENWAY 

FRESH POND + SUBURBS 
Director Walt Becker re- 
teams with his Road Hogs 
star and apparent muse 
John Travolta for an- 

other execrable entry 
the aging boomer buddy 
“comedy” genre. Travolta 
smarms it up as Charlie, 
the babe-bagging counter- 
point Robin 
earnest sad sack Dan, who 
mopes about failed love 
and takes off his shirt way 
too much. The two sports 
marketers are gunning 
for big Japanese account 
when Dan’s former fling 
(Kelly Preston) shows up, 
tells him that he’s the fa- 
ther of her seven-year-old 
twins (Conner Rayburn 
and Travolta’s daughter 
Ella Bleu), and dumps the 
office-upending kids on 
him for two weeks. From 
there, the cringingly un- 
funny fart, crotch, and 
urine gags uncork 15- 
minute intervals; racist 
and homophobic jokes 
inspired contrast the 


Red Cliff 


RED CLIFF 


Hong Kong auteur John Woo hit com- 


MANDARIN | 148 MINUTES | HARVARD SQUARE 


THE BOSTON PHOENIX 


NOVEMBER 27, 2009 2S 


FANTASTIC 

MR. FOX Wes 
Anderson's cute- 
ness cloys in his 
take on Roald 
Dahl's book. 


mercial and artistic pay dirt in the US 
with Face/Off, his loopy Nicolas Cage/ 
John Travolta neo-noir, but once he’d 
directed Tom Cruise in Mission: Impossible 
Il, was there anywhere left to go? Con- 
sider that his last Hollywood picture 
was Called Paycheck and you’ ll under- 
stand why the 63-year-old returned East 
to mount the two-film, five-hour Chi- 
nese-language epic he’s been dreaming 
of since he was a young boy, one that 
would re-enact the famous Battle of Red 


tury literary masterpiece, Romance of the 
Three Kingdoms. Recut into a single movie 
for non-Asian markets, Red Cliff bears 
the scars its compression: front- 
loaded expository narration English 
and far too many title cards introducing 
the major players replace quiet, char- 
acter-building moments, putting the 
focus squarely the action. But what 
action! Reuniting with his Hard Boiled 
star, Tony Leung, Woo works on a scale 
never before attempted, with militaris- 
tic precision. 


violin-backed family val- 
ues crap — are equally well 
paced. The only amusing 
scenes involve facial paral- 
ysis and a gorilla. Yet the 
film notable for being 
Bernie Mac’s last. Too bad 
it’s not Becker’s. 


_Alicia Potter 
THE TWILIGHT SAGA: 
NEW MOON 


130 MINUTES | BOSTON 
COMMON + FENWAY + FRESH 
POND + CHESTNUT HILL + 
EMBASSY + SUBURBS 

Chris Weitz comes on 
board direct 
hotly awaited sequel, New 
Moon, but the second bite 


Cliff from Luo Guanzhong’s 14th-cen- 


doesn’t sate quite like the 
first. Bella (Kristen Stew- 
art) celebrates her 18th 
birthday with vampire 
boyfriend Edward (Robert 
Pattinson); when she gets 
paper cut the party, 
however, one Edward’s 
brothers loses control of 
his blood lust. Concerned 
for Bella’s safety, Edward 
and his vampire family 
leave town. Bella then 
develops 
tress syndrome: every 
time she’s in danger, she 
imagines that Edward will 
appear protect her, 
she starts thrill-seeking 
fulfill her fantasies. 
(Any glimmer femi- 


_Brett Michel 


nism within you will let 
out cry dismay.) She 
also rebounds with her 
childhood friend Jacob 
(Taylor Lautner), but that 
relationship doomed 
drama as well once Jacob 
discovers that he and his 
friends have the ability 
to shapeshift into vam- 
pire-slaying wolves. Much 
the movie dotes 
Jacob’s and Edward’s rip- 
pling abs. The soundtrack 
will be smothered by the 
sounds screaming girls, 
and laughing them may 
be the only pleasure you 
get out this arduously 
edited angst fest. 

_Maddy Myers 


HELL PLAY 


SOUND AND FURY MODERN WARFARE 


(CALL OF DUTY: ecu é well, a it woul | uld be powerful if not for 
MODERN WARFARE the 


lliness that s surrounds it. 


you'd like see hinted-at disturbing scene 


player game, but here you feel like a 
dog on a choke chain. 
In all likelihood, most of those 
who've helped the game gross more 
than $550 million so far aren’t aware 
that there's a single-player compo- 
nent. And the multi-player mode 
doesn’t send as many mixed mes- 
sages. It’s competition in its purest 
form: kill or be killed. Standard game 
types wages rom free-for-all and team 
h aprure-the-flag In- 
yture-the HOT TIP 


tension was unbear- like recent multi-player games — Le 
ive narrative shape play sessions, 
finity Ward isn’t taking many risks. 
his is es sentially a sports game. 
The presentation is otherworldly. 
Warfare 2 moves like lightning, 
with an audio barrage that never lets 
pen nemies and meeting 


ne challenges earns you ex- 


In 
In 
T 


an invis ible 


nice in ence points and items to use in the next 


all the 


witch 
5 


fee and your first servic 


No tivation 
lo on Fee. 


Free. 


ROUGH STUFF Before the single-player campaign start 


unlock entire 


ts, you must confirm twice that 


2. You might wonder why you have to 


match types in a game you just 
paid $60 for. Still, it’s always satisfy- 
ing to call in a stealth bomber after a 
killstreak. Less satisfying is having 
me pipsqueak call you a homo af- 
er shooting you in the head for the 
ifth straight time, but these are the 
wages of Xbox Live 
It adds up to a well-produced but 
confusing package. Modern Warfare 2 
wants to bea game where life is pre- 
ious, and where you get an extra 
> points for a headshot. It wants 
you to experience how terrifying < 
foreign invasion the United States 
would be, and it wants you to de- 
ploy a tactical nuke for fun. It’s as 
though it were trying to shield itself 
from accusations of exploitation 
from one side and brutality from the 
other. A game called Modern Warfare 
ww where it stands. © 
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LINCOLN YULE LOG 


THE HUNTINGTON CELEBRATES 


CIVIL WAR CHRISTMAS 


_BY CAROLYN CLAY 


Abraham Lincoln, said his 
second inaugural address, yearned to 
“bind the nation’s wounds.” Since the 
great man was assassinated little more than 
later, didn’t quite get around 
it. worry, Paula Vogel has taken over the 
job with A Civil War Christmas: An American Musical 
Celebration, which debuted last season at Long 
Wharf Theatre and now receiving second 
production the Huntington Theatre Com- 
pany (at the Theatre through December 
13). Perceiving that 150 years had been insuf- 
ficient cauterize sores left festering since 
the schism between North and South, and 
cognizant how similarly polarized the na- 
tion is today, the Pulitzer-winning author 

of The Baltimore Waltz and How I Learned To Drive 
headed into the library to mix, match, and 
set period music snippets history involv- 
ing persons every hue and religion, icons 
and unknowns, Unionists and Confederates, 
all swirling around the vortex Christmas 
Eve 1864, when the Lincolns were passing 
their last Yule in the White House, the Civil 
War was winding down, and the plot against 
the president was cranking up. The resultant 


melody-enriched pageant meant pro- 
mote community and wish 
ness heart” and impending peace may 
Tepresent a noble aim (not to mention a 
seasonal alternative to A Christmas Carol). But 
makes for paint-by-numbers theater. 
Awash catholic compassion 
but lacking her transformative powers, 
Civil War Christmas has Ragtime-worthy aspira- 
tions that folds actual historical figures 
into its interwoven stories lesser-known 
victims, heroes, and disenfranchised folk. 
If the 47-character tapestry has a center, it 
is the tale of embittered African-American 
Union Army sergeant Decatur Bronson, 
who joined up when his beloved wife was 
stolen right off their porch by marauding 
Texans. Made a war hero by his vengeful 
vow kill every Confederate can set his 
rifle sights on, Bronson is finally brought to 
a single, redemptive act of mercy. Whereas 
this man’s journey, however intermittently 
Telated, has legs, the doings of the famed 
are rather trivial, Lincoln’s main act being 
compromise his safety sneaking off 
retrieve his wife’s Christmas present while 


hrough Moi Nov 
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THEATER But Karen MacDonald (right) lively, anxious Mrs. 
and jacqui Parker (left) can sing and act. 


Mrs. Lincoln (a lively, anxious Karen Mac- 
Donald) indulges her mood swings alter- 
Nately visiting the sick and trying score 
a Christmas tree. As for John Wilkes Booth 
and his compatriots, they’re the gang who 
couldn’t kidnap straight. 

This is also one of those works in which 
the actors, when not jumping into roles as 
diverse as Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 
composing “Christmas Bells” and person- 
able nag named Silver, narrate the intricate- 
ly cross-cut story that one of them compares 
to the Potomac, with its “many twists and 
turns.” The cumbersome device merely adds 
to the once-removed character of the piece, 
which flits not only from plot plot but all 
around Dan Ostling’s rough-hewn set, with 
its elevated wooden platform, bare-branched 
trees, and snow that falls half the stage 
as a festively adorned Christmas tree has a 
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growth spurt right out The Nutcracker. 
Fortunately, emotional heart is supplied 
almost continuous music that ranges from 
traditional carols Civil War-era ballads 
African-American spirituals. It’s clear that 
some the cast were chosen for their tonsils 
and others for their thespian chops, and 
when singer commanding Uzo Aduba 
or Gilbert Glenn Brown lets loose on “What 
Child Is This” or “Follow the Drinking Gourd,” 
some of their fellows can sound amateurish. 
Thank goodness for Jacqui Parker, who brings 
a stoic humanity to grieving Washington 
seamstress Elizabeth Keckley and a haunting 
power “There Balm Gilead.” Versatil- 
ity honors, however, go to Ken Cheeseman, 
who, albeit a lightweight Lincoln, makes a 
lovably reluctant horse — and switches be- 
tween stovepipe and bushy tail so fast, you 
half expect him to gallop away on himself. © 
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ing on with the dancers, or between them, 
under the relentlessly extroverted thrust of 
the choreography. 

Mcintyre’s method is to put together move 
after move, with the intent of pleasing the 
audience. Just to make sure, whenever the 
dancers bring off an especially tricky stunt, 

hey snap their heads audience-ward — it 
doesn't matter whether they’re upside-down 
wrapped around their partner’s leg and 
flash a big smile. No phrase leads into anoth- 
ase or develops into something deeper 
Vo relationship goes beyond a skimming ref- 
erence some contiguous lyric concept. 

Perry, Hartley, and DaSilva, dressed alike 
in shirts and pants in (serious), did individu- 
ally crafted solos, but the three of them didn’t 
add up to anything more than three individu- 
als ganging together. Henry Cowell’s trios for 
violin, cello, and piano offered interesting 
resonances that went unexplored — a nos- 
talgia for the igth century’s lyricism, some 
scurrying modern underpinnings, and the 
way the instruments often competed in dif- 
ferent keys. 

Before intermission, G-Bowley, Rose, and 
Lauren Edsen did an embarrassing piece with 
balloons titled Shape 

The Sun Road, Mcintyre’s Glacier Park piece, 

some high-minded program-note 
igs from the choreographer. Its stron- 
came from a film that wasn’t 
program — Mcintyre’s work, I 


ainst the gorgeous vistas, forests, 


r phr 
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STRANGE CLIMATE Despite high-minded program notes, The Sun Road delivered more 


entertainment than enlightenment. 


and meadows National Park, the 
company’s four men embark on an ill-fated 
Outward Bound expedition. 

Dressed in dark suits and ties with red 
cummerbunds, they prowl through dense 
woods, wrestle one another along a stony 
embankment, lean into a gale as they trudge 
along a high ridge. I thought of them as 
preppies going natural without clue how 
to do it, or any idea how to help one another 
through it. The camera returns every once in 
while glance naked man abandoned 
the snow, dead stoned sensation. 

Unseen by the preppies, DaSilva would 
appear, in her dark skin and crimson evening 
gown, moving slowly, vividly, against the 
panoramic landscape, cutting an ancient 
groove in the snow. Did she give them the 
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long red chiffon scarf that they were waving? 
Were they calling for help? Was that insistent 
drum beat a message from the native spirits? 

In front of the screen, the men danced 
feverishly. They seemed to fight, seemed to 
cluster together. Before you knew what that 
competition was all about, or even whether 
the story you were concocting was the real 
story, the screen had disappeared and the 
dance had changed. 

G-Bowley approached Goldman. She stood 
stolidly place wearing black lampshade 
skirt, like some kind of goddess, more Aztec 
than Native American. He inched up to her 
on his knees, clutched at the skirt. Finally he 
got it off her and stood with it crumpled in 
his arms as she backed away. I'd long since 
stopped hoping for enlightenment. © 
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SEEKING GENEROUS GENTS 

Femate in her 40s. thin and pretty. 

towing. generous gents for mutual 
me! [mm open to different thungs and just want to have 
good time. TP1779 

VERY SEXY 
BF. 51”, 130ibs, light brown eyes, ready to please you. 
Lootang for 2 few fellas who are mature and ready to 
get whatever! TP ace 

SEXY AND HOT! 

Sexy temate 35. 44D0 145ibs, long brown 
hair, sexy brown eyes, looking for a hot male, 35-65, 
race unenporiant to spend eryoyatte. sexual times to 
gether I'm willing to experiment. Let's get hot tonight! 
ft wil be worth you while! North shore area. TP9838 
SEEKING MATURE MALE 

Attractive female. 30s. tooking for a mature. profes- 
‘onal mate. with a generous nature. for a mutually re- 
warding ongoing union. Sincere replies only 


BUSTY MILF LOOKING FOR ORAL ‘RELIEF 
Hey guys. ['m trying ths out and hoping to get some 
responses from guys know how to work thew cocks 
25 well as the tongues! My man is fine for other 
thingsO but he's not the best at going down on me. 
f would be our naughty little secret if | could find the 
night guy who knows what they are doing. It's been too 
jong since [ve feft that rush of hotness that happens 
when the pussy gets her lickin’ done night. | have a 
Sexy. curvy body (I'm 32) that | know you'll enjoyO So. 
leave me 2 message and tefl me why you think you'd 
be pertect for the job! TP1559 


LET'S HAVE SOME 


SORORITY GIRL NEEDS SCHOOLING 

Blonde hair. green eyes. 34C. | am sick of college boys 
and need a powerful older man to show me some new 
Wicks. in open to anything so teach me a lesson. 

LOOKING FOR LOVE 

Sexy temnate m Boston lootung for 2 sweet and gener- 
Ous guy to have some fun with. £22781 


ard hungry for a taste of eather 

bad are especiaily weicome T7958 

VERY ADVENTUROUS 

SM, carly 3s, 6. 190ibs, wants to meet a gorgeous 
woman, 208-308, who loves to give and recetve oral. 
tas 


DOUBLE PENETRATION 


MILD DOMINATION WANTED 
Seetang a female who is into using toys and strap 
ons. tairty subressive and in search of some domi- 


HANDSOME YOUNG MAN 
BM, 29. 5°10", 195ibs. looking for some laid-back ta 
Gas have a tie tun with. E2837 


ORAL | PLEASURES 

Looking for 2 female, 25-55, for some hot, exotic 
ames. I'm very oral and like to have the tavor returned. 


(SO OLDER WOMAN 

| am 22, brown hair, hazel eyes, muscular, 5°10" and 
looking for a no-strings altached retationship, 
you know what | mean. I'm looking for woman, 18-50, 
preferably older but | don’? discriminate Contact me 
and let's have some fun! North Shore Area. 1f2780 


SEXY TIMES 
‘SM. long brown/biue. 180ibs, 9” tool, cut and versa- 
te, disease-free. wants to have tun! T2893 


EXHIBITIONIST 


BM, 25. gets off on being naked and sexual when he 
shouldnt be. masturbation. Looking for group mas- 


VERY BI-CURIOUS 

Sexy femaie in the Boston area looking for a sexy 
young femaie. Cail me if you know what you're doing 
and wart to teach me. T2603 


COUPLE SEEKS FEMALE 

‘Sexually-active couple. 40s. disease and drug-tree 
looking for a woman to join us for some good times. 
Tan 

SOUND LIKE FUN? 

WM, 30. very well-nung, shaved. fit. looking for a cou- 
ple who is into oral and anal. TP2892 

TWO GUYS ISO HOOK uP 

We're very versatile and up for anything. Get back to 
us if you're interested! 172947 
NORTH OF BOSTON 

Looking for a white coupie, 30s-40s. for casual fun. 
We're open to everything Let's meet! £P2836 


OTK DISCIPLINE 

Very sophisticated. sensuous, over the knee disci 
pine administered to women and couples by good 
looking WM. 41, Boston area. Novices and couples 
with cuckoided husbands particularty weicome Cail. 


LOOKING FOR ME? 

Sexy female, 26, tan and fit, jong brown hair, haze! 
eyes, looking for a wondertul female, male or couple 
for get-togethers. TF2660 

KINKY MALE 

Lootang for new tends to explore several different 
‘sexual tartasres that | have A perfect match would be 
@ single wornan who wants to swing with me. Must 
be very open-minded and willing to do everything and 
as | am. Have mate several fnends available 
already. TES726 
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WOM 
WF. carly 308, Ralian, 130Ibs. Anybody looking 
for a one-time booty call? Seeking generous gentie- 
Be NICE GUY LOOKING FOR YOU 
OWM. SO. looks lot younger, 5'6” and ff. Looking 
for a 35-50. race uramportant. to spend some 
WAM. 49.511” loves wearing leather. has ridden hors- ony 
seeks woman who loves seeing a man in leather Talk Dirty 
50, 200s, S11", in decent shape, looking for a 
woman for weekly get-togethers. You won't be disap- q 
& to use hws sexy body Seeking a temate.with nice. stiff 
ear nipples. who eryoys seft-pleasure as much as | do. 
BM 64° ft attractve. lootang for maried or single rks 
price Strings. very discreet. Couples welcome. Must be H/W — | 
> ‘ proportionate. open-mended. 122772 
he 
nation. | movies, toys, videos 13 
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MEDFORD 423 MYSTIC AVENUE 
NORTHBORO BELMONT STREET 


KING STREET 
PEABODY NEWBURY STREET 
PITTSFIELD 1021 SOUTH STREET 
SPRINGFIELD 4868 BRIDGE STREET 
WALTHAM 465 MOODY STREET 
WEYMOUTH 138 BRIDGE STREET 


Exclusive Online Specials 
and Discreet Shopping 


VICES 


EAST PROVIDENCE 155 NEWPORT AVE. 
JOHNSTON HARTFORD AVENUE 
NORTH KINGSTON 6774 POST ROAD 
PROVIDENCE 262 CHARLES STREET 
PROVIDENCE EMPIRE STREET 
PROVIDENCE THURBERS AVENUE 
WARWICK POST ROAD 


For Domestic Orders Over $40 


429 Street 
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CALL CLASS! 
OR EMAIL CLAS 


! FALL RIVER ASIAN 
WORK 


#1 1/3/93 Exit 15 TWO 
GIRL SPECI 


774-232-1863 


GRAND NEW OPENING 
BEST MASSAGE 
MEDFORD 
Nice gir! 
Asian Tuina 


617-606-3733 


pen on holiday 


#1 1/60/93 EXIT 32 
MALAYSIAN SWEET- 


617-820-6688 


massage & 
ody shampoo by young 
Malaysian and Korean co 


GRAND OPENING 
MASSAGE 


Oriental beauties in 


7 sweet girls. Near North 
= wk ate mail. in/Out 24/7 Somerville 
GRAND 
non the holiday 
Cain ahi h tissue massage 
4 oaun Ta pie SI ody Scrub ng Asian beauties 


NEW ASIAN PROFES- 
SIONAL MASSEUSE 


Deep tissue 


#1 ASIAN RUB 
MASSAGE 


ung Girls For Full Body 
93. Quincy. Exit 8 


Chinatown 


downtown 


#1 BEST BODY WORK 


NEW! BONAN BODY 


MASSAGE 


385 south main st. WORK ASIAN TRADITION- 
open days week 10:00 great deep tissue 
and Oriental beauties 781-324-6888 


e softest touch. 
experience NORTH SHORE 
wel with every REVERE ASIAN BEST 


ur massage. Cail 6T7- MASSAGE 
386-9997 Braintree Nice beautiful Asian girls. 


street & private parking behind 
beilding at 5. Water St 


drysauna body shampoo 
body relaxation 


Close to Revere Beach/ 
Biue line 


ASIA STAR BEST MAS- 
SAGE 


Near Chinatown 617-913-9081 
617-482-1098 


WEST QUINCY 
MASSAGE 


od massage for 


BEST ORIENTAL BODY- 
WORKS 


“Tl 


relaxation 
en 7 days a week 


Is also available 


617-818-4686 


617-332-5323 


CHINESE GIRL 


Massage 


857-221-2363 


No texts 


617-331-5020 


ospn LOT 


DISTINGUISHED 
CHOICE ASIAN MAS- 


Deadlines: 


Adult display ads-Friday noon 


bie, highly skilled 
ties offer delightful 
ation. Private rooms. 


Adult line ads-Friday 3PM 


Call 617-450-8753 place your today 


617-212-6429 


treet parking two hours FREE 


ent. ild exhibitionist 


‘in an intimate at e el ronm 


So, what Miss hearing is, youre Boston, you love every- 
thing with sex and you wish there were some sort “club” 
that catered your erotic whims. Hmm... Let 

Let think.... Oh, yes. How about “The Boston Sex 
Thank you. James and Amanda (last names withheld), BSC 
founders, fill all their sexciting venture, “Our club 
strives for good mix couples, solo females and solo males. 
good number college girls and solo females show because 
the no-pressure environment our parties and, although swap- 
ping and hooking-up does occur regularly, watching and being 
watched lot more appealing many couples and even many 
the solo females and males. Furthermore, they add, “We host 
our parties 4-star hotels and rented suites, not your neigh- 
house down the Plus, unlike other venues, screen 
members.” Find out more bostonsexclub.com and enjoy. 
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NEW MOON 
CHINESE 
BODY WORK 


Come treat your 
body 


Dry Sauna 


Body 
Oriental Style 
Body Rub 


Deep Tissue, 
Chinese Tuina, 
Reflexology 
Shiatsu. 


617-888-4886 


197 Beimont St, 
Belmont MA 02478 


PRIVATE PARKING & ENTRANCE IN BACK 


375 Admiral Street 


Providence, Ri 
Asian Ladies * Dry Sauna * Body Scrub 
‘Escort Massage Out Cail Available in Casino Areas Only. 


Total body relaxation 


Uncasville, CT 06382 
4 min from Mohegan Sun 


95 south - CT 32 Exit 84 | Take CT-32N Exit 84N/Norwic 
S-N-E towards dwntn Follow CT32/End at 1031 
New London/Norwich Norwich New London Trnpk 


NORTH MAIN STREET SPA 


1185 North Main St. 
Providence, 02904 


401.453.6677 


MINUTES AWAY FROM EXIT 
OFF INTERSTATE 


STEAM 
BODY RUB 
TABLE SHOWER 
www.northmainstreetspa.com 


VISA 


SWEET YOUNG 
GIRL FROM HONG KONG 


Best deep tissue body 
massage. 


Rejuvenate & remove 
stress. Next to 
Chinatown. 


224 Tremont St, 
Boston, 02111 


MEET ASIAN LILY FOR 
INCREDIBLE 
MASSAGE 


Best service in town. 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 


617-959-6771 


tam single, sexy gif  livina in the and Io kina to mix with other sexy. beople 617-866-3664 < 
‘What's out there for me? 


BEARS TV/TS ANYTHING GOES! 
CHICK WITH A D°CK SQUEAKY CLEAN BETWEEN YOUR LEGS 
me a lot wt 2 t Marned WPM. centra! 48. looking for somebody in Rhode 
masculine and horny. k island. |’, 6", heavyset, and looking 
male buddy to str r | for a man who wouid like to lay back 
each of ff. Let's g a 4 me give him head. Box 
taste each other's 403€ xp 12/18) 
xp 12/24 CONSTRUCTION WORKER 
CUTE REDHEAD Late 40s, love getting nmmed 
.. Sexy, tight body, muscular build, 5'8 Westford area. Seeking locals only 
x 4) 1 Box 70222 (xp11 4) 
- 45ib cut. Waltham are 
. SUBMISSIVE BIWM FOR YOUR PLEASURE ph sp! Box 90881 012/21) BLACK OR DARK-SKINNED? 
ear-st 4 ne BIM. 6’. browr/brown. ul ove WM, 6°, 180lbs, hazel eyes, seeks 
REGULAR GUY sown. Ne area 5 wear panties. ers bras to c"ck, watch movies black or dark-skinned males who like 
ne ne Box ti fun in the North Shore. Box 12 tm Ke : oral. I'm a versatile top or bottom, love 
CENTRAL MASS JOCK somebody t sity me to try new things. Be D/D-free. | can 
é 8 ascre AKE CONTROL pbs - host or travel. Box 79112 (xp1/5) 
— SEEKING A COUPLE Quincy male, 6’, tight body. hot virgin — ISO MASSAGE 
xp1/18 ght WM, 65. looking SS. looking for hot she-male. My big Top, 59, 6'1", 215ibs, beard and mus 
TOP NEEDS SERVICE NEVER BEEN WITH A MAN r) 36) Jest fantasy is going down on you and os _ weno _ naan tache, nice package, looking for total 
together and hav apping my lips around your d°ck WETERG body massage. You must host. Box 
4 out w me a good time. Box 96222 94812 
ROLE PLAY . xp2/1 PLAYING AROUND TOE-CURLING BLOW JOB 
DORCHE STER LOWER MILLS AREA LOVE TO F°CK Ng guy looking f Mark to mest well-hung guy into oral 
ot 6Sit up with. B pe pleasures. | consider myself very good 
PE AREA mes. honest and d 5 and hard, looking for a threesome LET'S HAVE SOME FUN! at s*cking c’ck. Quincy area. Box 
TRUE C°CK-S°CKER ther gay males for ship, poss WEEKNIGHT FUN 
MASCULINE BOTTOM wit e take et s GOoD- LOOKING TOP bly more. Box 94401 Male, hazel eyes, dark hair, 180ibs. 
good t ers. Lay at Lc GIVING oR RECEIVING. WNcy, seeks passable, submissive 
Rey you warm water enema. If that sour r TS/TV/CD. Must be abie to travel 
HEALTHY AND HAIRY ante < some hurt Sox Sous let's hook up! Box 95107 1 dressed up in sexy outfits, love short 
LOOKING FOR “oT FON MARRIED WM skirts, suits. Available weeknights after 
opie and OF looking for another hot one LOOKING FOR FUN 
wea Box host tad can ve Gon on-one action. Mos DWM, 35, big blue eyes, big c’ck 
PREFER OLDER MEN ot N SMOOTH BODY. but can top. Mu loves dressing up, s"cking 
Sé e ass reet in Wester t N and it in the ass. Box 94632 


to travel. Box 60871 (xp? 
B 1 ave 


RELAXED 4 LAID-BACK 


Male 


AND NYLONS? ™ WUNGRY MATURE & VERSATILE 


stiff ir tt ight t carame! 


bi blue eyes, big cck, loves 


“ck and taking it in the ass 


Box 94€ xp12/24) 


Bedford BIWM, married, 7 
HOT RENDEZVOUS SAFE, O DISCREET hme. Cannot host but can travel local 
- cit B > 2 cer is ly. Love nipple and ass play Cc 
HLLED TO YOUS en, into or 
¥ 


DADDY SERVICE 


blue eyes, clean st i 


c’ck and balls. Box 91932 (xp12/28) 
Very versatile y 100% BOTTOM 
CLEAN AND DISCREET SAME PRE AS THE OL 916: : 


ibrmussive and obedient. Needs to be 
49 MARI LINE stnpped down, pushed to his knees 
OLDER BI BED bott 


king 
TO PLEASURE 4 PLEASE 


and treated like a slut. Will travel 


Bostor/Greater Boston for aft 
alis worked. Also lov 


sessions. Seeking dis: 
no erity. Box 96012 (xp 
HOT 40 YEAR OLD ts, very kinky. Clean, discree' if WANT TO GIVE ORAL 
king {i a - bear, 46. Box 56362 (xp2 Older, clean-cut, disease-free man 


LOVE GIVING HOT BJs ter tan? © gerie, rimming, or bossing me around 
wart to have BM, 24, 6’, nice d’ck, wants t 92582 (xp1/26 Box 87791 (xp11/17) 
ecert ach other! 45002 REAL WANT SOME C°CK Dominant pre-op. 1 s, lon Bi guy. 45, Boston area, looking for 
ant to drink ev + drop of a big gorgeous legs, 7” c looking fo: well-hung guys to service to compile 
CALL ME SERIOUSLY SEEKING COUPLE tw drink every a big 


ot guy who will blast into my mouth submissive men who want to suck tion. Age and race not a factor. Box 
eet. Box 96097 (xr i heels and lick my toes. If you 11 (xp 1 


on a constant basis. | like to c"ck 
PLEASE BE MATURE & DISCREET for or lick aes, and tickle your bails. Box 54792 Looking for guys who love to have 
x vell-hung 1 CAN HOST GOOD-LOOKING BLACK GUY 
SEEKING TVS 30x 96141 sy ene ox 80522 62/7 Seeking a thin, well-hung guy who 24, 6’, nice body, well-endowed Ae 2/27) 
ecenve trorr se atin tn hanc i, available weekends for 
tt er. Get int r 50ibs, cut, nix Quince an tune 132 (x 4) 
Show off your big 


4 an clear complexion, loves to dress up. 
Quys who ae rt ven, Gan d area male, 53, 185ibs. creet fun, watching videos and more 
oeyeonees ‘ : you. & 362 raight-acting, clean, seeks simi DISCREET AND MASCULINE Older men a plus. Box 17011 (xp1/27) 
ty Ing c’ck, taking it in the Married BiWM, THE BEST 
NORTH AST WANT TO S°CK A BIG owing big loads. Box 41501 


7 nt Early 40s, in Rhode Isiand, likes to 

Marned guy wants to your nice. 12/14 

0k . pay Beye 4 BBM. Let's kick back, watch s give older, discreet, disease-free guys 
, big c’ck. You should be clean, dis SEEKING GOOD HEAD porn, JO and s*ck each other's c*cks 


~- biow jobs. If interested, leave me 
BIWM. 49. top, salt-n-pepper haw Box 57472 (xp1/21 


my 5 


ease-free. Chicks with d°cks or CDs 
aiso welcome. Box 92652 (xp12/1) 172Ibs, looking for younger HOT & HORNY Box 57661 (xp12/3) 
: , WANT TO GIVE ORAL, SOUTH 9-35, who loves to give good 53, 235ibs, 7"' cut, open-minded. BODY CONTACT 
x as ] BOSTON 341 (xp1/31) likes massage, very oral. Cali me’ Extremely horny Bi, 5°10”, in New 

NEW TO THIS Male, 5°9". 160ibs, in good shape. 62612 (xp2/1) Hampshire, stocky build, masculine, 

8 12 Male. 34. brown/brown, hazel eyes 7” cut, loves to give toe-curling blow Marned WM, 6’, mid 30s, new to the MARRIED BI VIRGIN discreet, mature, looking to f'ck, f*ck 
war s uP? 250s. never been with a man before jobs. If you're well hung and want a game. wouid like to meet a Latin or Want to s*ck on a nice, big, clean & f'ck some more. Loves ass play and 
_ for a reat but very curious. Let's talk and possi great orgasm. call me! Box 11342 Hispanic guy who would like to play c*ck. CDs and TS welcome, just be a s*cking c’ck, making out. Eat me out! 

x. Box 6 1 bly get together Box 92202 (xp (xp12/12) with me. Box 89661 (xp12/13) nice person. Box 92652 11/2 Box 73201 (xp1 1/22) 


PER 


bl 
; 
SOUTH END PIG BOTTOM 4 s. Let's hang ft ~ 
THE FUN STARTS HERE ed with. opans: Wve some ice - be a pig for you! Box 2726 Bienon. goatee, cule, 200s, 
eat Box xp2/€ ence. w wer ean and disease-free, seeks male fo 
4 AVAILABLE 24/7 a reguiar ba er GUYS. | lik fun. Box 42 xp2/4 
niabie. Versatile, passionate eet somebody w tresses up. B y bu s*ckino c 
36041 ix 
Record your own and retrieve your CUSTOMER SERVICE 


VEGAS AND JUNGLELAND 


PAUL SHAFFER AND THE BIG MAN TELL ALL 


_BY JOYCE MILLMAN 


HERE FOR THE 
REST OUR LIVES 


JL SHAFFER V 


LPHIN 


BIG MAN: REAL LIFE 
TALL TALES 


BY CLARENCE CLEMONS AND DON REO | GRAND 


CENTRAL | 384 PAGES | $26.99 


Paul Shaffer is a happenin’ cat. Pick an It Mo- 
ment from pop culture over the past years 
and Shaffer was there. was original 
band member on Saturday Night Live. He played 
hapless promo guy Artie Fufkin 
nal Tap (“Kick my ass — please!”). Disco? He 
co-wrote “It’s Raining Men.” And helped 
break late-night-TV ground David Letter- 
man’s glittery, ironic bandleader/sidekick. 

Shaffer’s autobiography, Here for 
the Rest of Our Lives, is as engagingly swingin’ 
as the man himself. Shaffer was the only 


child of Orthodox Jewish, jazz-loving sophis- 


ticates in suburban Thunder Bay, Ontario. 
He was a Classical-piano prodigy until the 


Limited 


Rascals, the Ronettes, and the Four Sea- 
sons set his adolescent soul afire. But the 
defining moment of his life comes when 
his parents take him show-hopping Las 
Vegas and his future late-night stage per- 
sona is born. Vegas becomes his Holy Land, 
“the later the hipper” his prayer; Sinatra, 
Sammy, and Jerry Lewis are his rabbis. He 
devotes a funny, astute chapter to his obses- 
sion with Lewis’s Labor Day telethon, and 
he later writes of Lewis and that generation 
of entertainers, “I sincerely adored their in- 
sincerity. . . . Their need to sound educated 
was my education in jive talk.” 

Shaffer offers vivid, often hilarious sto- 
ries about the many celestial beings has 
orbited. (Oh, to have been a guest at the 
SNL-cast Passover seders he conducted.) But 
though the star-studded memories keep you 
turning the page, you'll want to linger over 
his warm homages to the music, and the 
city, of his dreams. Of Barry White’s “Love’s 
Theme,” he writes, “It starts with soaring 
violins. They sail around the isle of Man- 
hattan; they chase the stars over the Bronx 
and Brooklyn. . . . Forme, the Barry White 
instrumental ushered the era New 


our Day Off 


GET THE SAMSUNG MONO AND STEREO 
HEADSET 


MAIL WHEN YOU BUY THE SAMSUNG CODE™ 
SAMSUNG BETWEEN 11/27/09 AND 11/30/08. 


CERTAIN RESTRICTIONS APPLY. SEE STORE FOR vetaas 


SINCERELY INSINCERE Shaffer was raised Orthodox jew Ontario, but Vegas became 


his Holy Land. 


York, where I would finally find everything 
I was looking for — music, glamour, and 
comedy, all squeezed into this overcrowded 
crime-ridden city. . . . And I loved it.” 
Shaffer’s co-writer, the estimable David Ritz, 
distinguishes himself by being invisible. Not so 
Don Reo, TV producer (Everybody Hates Chris) and 
co-author of E Street Band saxophonist Clar- 
ence Clemons’s autobiography, Big Man: Real Life 
¢Tall Tales. Reo, Clemons’s friend, contributes 
242 of the 384 pages — I’m assuming that, in 
addition his bylined chapters, Reo writes the 
“Legends” that pad out this strange book. These 
florid fantasies place the mythologized Big Man 
of E Street lore in the company of other legend- 
ary figures (shooting pool with Fidel Castro, fish- 
ing with Norman Mailer), the idea being that 


the truth only gets in the way of a good myth, so 
let’s just dispense with it and make shit up. 

Elsewhere, Reo offers (to paraphrase 
Bruce Springsteen’s “Glory Days”) “nothin’ 
but boring stories” of hanging on the Big 
Man’s coattails. “Flying with Bruce and 
the band is the same as flying with any- 
body else, only it’s a thousand fucking 
times better,” he effuses. Gee, ya think? 

Clemons is the first E Streeter to write (or 
co-write) a memoir, but there are no revela- 
tions here, unless you're riveted by accounts 
of double knee-replacement surgery. Ceding 
the spotlight to Reo, the Big Man repeats the 
role he plays on stage with Springsteen and 
offers the literary equivalent of a sax solo. 
Except, this book is no “Jungleland. 


MAGPIE AND 


PYIST 


IRIS APFEL PEABODY ESSEX MUSEUM, MARY McFADDEN MASSART 


GREG COOK 


“RARE BIRD FASHION: 
THE IRREVERENT IRIS APFEL” 


PEABODY ESSEX INDIA SQUARE 


“VALERIE BELIN: MADE UP” 


PE ¥ ESSEX MUSEUM, EAST INDIA SO 


ARE 


UGH FEBRUARY 7 


“MARY McFADDEN: 
GODDESS” 


If you were going to recount the evolution 
of hippie guy fashion, you might say that 
what began with psychedelic ruffled shirts 
/ pants in 1968 has in late middle 
lit into two streams: collarless white 
down shirts, usually buttoned right 
e neck and worn with a black vest, 
aiian shirts. Both still signal rebel- 
the collarless shirt arnounces: “I’ 
up, man, but I won't be constr: 
collar” — but it’s rebellion soften 
guy can be comfortable wearing 
day in and day out. 
Guy fashion isn’t renowned for its inven- 
ion, but this narrow range clarifies the cor- 


din 


ding ideas in women’s couture that 


dass” = 
cess at 


Aassachusetts College of Art and 
Design. put simply (and somewhat 
: McFadden’s refined designs 
parallel those col’arless shirts, whereas 
Apfel’s flamboyant wardrobe mirrors those 
guys sporting Hawaiians. 
The 88-year-old Apfel, as a friend of mine 

d, seems to have never lost the excite- 

t of a young girl playing dress-up. She 
worked as an interior decorator and with 


her } hand 
n 


her husband ran a firm specializing in exact 


simplistically 


eplicates of antique textiles, but she’s nota 
ashion designer. She’s known for what she 


and bolder over t . Last year, 
t-Dressed List.” 


Organized by New York’s Metro 


u rd of Fashic 


1” show- 
1ore than 80 ense 


like a 1980s pink wool jacket with the signa- 
ture poufy sleeves of that decade that Jules- 
Francois Crahay designed for Lanvin, 
circa 1968 pink silk organza baby-doll party 
dress from Nina Ricci. Others suggest how 
styles go in and out of fashion, like a 1960s 
Donald Brooks black feathered dress with a 
flapper vibe. 

Some are delightfully strange: 1980s 
Carlo Ferrini black, white, and gray wool coat 
that looks had been made skinned 
sock monkeys; a 1990s Jean Paul Caultier 
black-and-white plaid wool jumpsuit with 
white fur around the collar and cuff that 
looks like something a Who in Whoville 
might wear. And then there’s a 1980s silk 
dupioni taffeta “cocoon wrap” by Lanvin that 
resembles import from the Emerald City. 
Like many the outfits here, displays 
Apfel’s taste for full tops and skinny legs. 

The bazaar section includes giant 
frog pendant necklace from 19th-century 
Tibet, a mid-20th-century slingshot from 
the Middle East worn as a necklace, a red 
1969 purse made from an armadillo, and an 


early-20th-century green wool coat from Af- 
ghanistan decorated with mantle metal 
coins. What might early-20th-cen- 
tury silver, turquoise, and glass belly-danc- 
ing belt from central Asia transforms into 
chunky necklace here. 

Apfel’s magpie repurposing key. 
Another example collection tacky 
pink and yellow plastic girl JingleGems 
charms — calculator, phone, shoes, comb, 
Santa, palm tree turned into astonish- 
ing Pop necklace. moments like this, the 
show about bravery. Apfel pulls off out- 
fits that many would shrink from outra- 
geous. She dares take our own fashion 
risks. It’s downright inspiring. 


At MassArt, Mary McFadden also draws 

inspiration from other locales and other 
times. They’re represented here Korean 
bridal kimono, Tibetan earrings, an Indone- 
sian death mask, and a gold disc from Peru. 
But when she makes her own fashion de- 
signs, the 71-year-old New Yorker distills and 
transforms them into something new. 


GEOMETRIC 
McFadden’s 
Etruscan gown 
seems emblem- 
atic of the '80s. 


“Goddess,” which was organized by 
Moore College Art Design Philadel- 
phia, begins with gowns from her 1976 
“Greece, the Classical Period” collection 
that mix the high-waisted, draped dresses 
classical Creek sculpture with free-flow- 
ing '7os attitude. One example seems 
almost like exact copy ancient style; 
another — a version of a slinky white num- 
ber that Jackie Onassis made famous when 
she wore Metropolitan Museum 
Art opening turns the traditional 
pleating horizontal around the trunk and 
then lets flow vertically from the waist 
down. That simple shift the direction 
the polyester packs lot drama. 

The white pleated skirt reappears 
McFadden’s 1987 Etruscan gown, paired with 
single wide black wrap around the top. Its 
simple bold, blocky geometry seems emblem- 
atic the The skirt shows again 
evoke mummy wrappings in a gown from 
her 1995 “Cult Osiris” collection, where it’s 
paired with two gold macramé bands that 
form the bodice. 

other primary design 
long quilted-silk jacket that she produced on 
and off from 1978 to 2000. These vary mainly 
in how they’re hand-painted — stylized 
Japanese clouds for 1988’s “Tale of Genji” col- 
lection, interlace designs based on the Irish 
illuminated manuscript for the 1993 “Book 
of Kells” collection, Tibetan-style flames for 
the 2000 “Fire” collection. The coats offer 
boxier and more covered-up, buttoned-down 
look. They simmer in contrast with Apfel’s 
fireworks. Some feel square, but that could be 
seen practical panache you don’t have 
daredevil put one on. 

Well, except for sheer silk organza 
gown McFadden made for the 2000 World’s 
Fair in Hanover, Germany. She hand-paint- 
ed opaque gold sun motifs atop washes 
of blue and yellow. Here the culture she’s 
harking back to is ‘60s psychedelic. The 
dress hung from the pavilion’s ceiling, but 
though it inspired her “Fire” collection, it 
was never put into production. 


The Peabody Essex offers another take 

fashion with French photographer 
Valérie Belin’s exhibit “Made Up.” Phil- 
lip Prodger, the museum’s photography 
curator, has assembled 17 large photos of 
mannequins and models, as well as shots 
flattened bags chips and oversaturated 
color shots of fruity still lives, for a strange 
rumination on beauty, fashion, and con- 
sumption. The show prompts double takes 
when you pass three photos that seem 
show the same cabaret performer wearing 
three different showgirl costumes but in the 
exact same pose. Other sets offer different 
views of the same mannequin, or the same 
woman with different hair and outfits. It’s 
vertigo-inducing: you can’t sure what’s 
real and what’s artificial. Belin wants to 
zero in on the reality-versus-simulation and 
originality-versus-copy questions that define 
the self-referential maze mirrors post- 
modernist art. But after three decades, I’ve 
grown tired of this game. © 


Read Greg Cook’s blog gregcookland.com/ 
journal. 


ALEM | THROUCH FEBRUARY 7 
MASSACHUSETTS COLLEGE ART AND 621 
AL” HUNTINGTON AVE. BOSTON | THROUGH DECEMBER 5 Ss 
Sree Irreverent Iris Apfel” at Salem's Peabody 1 \ 
zine s ads — a nightclub, a circus, a North 
haute couture, flea-market finds, and pieces ad CNG 
ae ight back [rom adventures abroad. INSPIRED Apfel seems to have never lost the excitement of a young girl playing dress up. Le 
Ne Some outfits seem distinctly of their era, pe, 


BY MICHAEL BRODEUR 


0) Charles Spearin’s Happiness Proj- 
ect — to be performed this Friday at 
the Middle East Downstairs as part of a 
trio of Torontonian acts — was originally 
just that: a project. Since 2007, Spearin 
has been recording conversations with 

a handful of his neighbors — combing 
through each the resulting clips with 
one ear on their content and the other on 
their sound, trimming them down into 
accidentally musical excerpts, scoring and 
arranging their inbuilt melodies for vari- 
ous instruments, and constructing fully 
arranged compositions around the natural 
rhythms and melodies of human speech. 
The scores are then taught, syllable by syl- 
lable, to a live band. 

know. Crazy, right? actually talked 
to his neighbors! 

Spearin resides in a little house in 
downtown Toronto, not far from Little 
Korea and Little Italy. He’s been in his 
current house (where the HP was real- 
ized) with his wife and two kids for the 
past five years, but he grew up justa 
few blocks away — and his wife grew up 
across the street. Through the balmy city 
summers, the Spearins spend much of 
their time making up for the long win- 
ters, lazing on their front lawn, watching 
the kids topple over in the grass, eating 
their dinner on the porch. Sometimes 
Mrs. Morris would pass by and say hello 
before heading into her house across the 
way, and Spearin would secretly marvel at 
the sound her hellos made. 

If all this sounds just a little too dar- 
ling to believe, keep in mind: Canada. But 
also: Spearin is not your average neigh- 
bor. A founding member of exalted pop 
clusterfuck Broken Social Scene and cere- 
bral post-rock shape-shifters Do Make Say 
Think, he’s got a keen, ever-ready ear for 
melody wherever might turn up. 

Spearin’s interest in language as 
unwitting instrument isn’t entirely 
new; the last 100 years contemporary 
poetry, for example, owe greatly to the 
breath-measured verse Charles Olson 
and the faithful American colorations 
William Carlos Williams. But for his 
part, Spearin’s inspirations were funda- 
mentally musical cites composer 
Steve Reich, who pursued “speech mel- 
ody” through the with works like 
Different Trains, in which spoken testimony 
from Holocaust survivors provides rhyth- 
mic units for the piece as a whole. But 

Spearin’s inspirations were also 

“Originally, was just hoping find 

some interesting melodies,” he says. 

“The interviewees were almost like 

guinea pigs — let’s bring them over and 
have them say stuff!” It wasn’t long be- 
fore an unexpected complication arose: 
“Then they started saying really profound 


things. I had to re-evaluate my intention. 
Everything became about the words.” 

As his sources — Mrs. Morris, one Mr. 
Gowrie, a young girl named Ondine, a 
deaf woman named Vanessa — gradu- 
ated into subjects, Spearin felt his process 
turning into a project. Preserving the 
emotional and autobiographical heft of 
his interviewees’ responses required the 
boosted sensitivity of a documentarian. 
And even as he found that the melody 
of unrehearsed speech (more often than 
not) bore uncanny compatibility with its 
meaning, experimenting with harmonic 
structures around these recordings required 
letting that melody lead the way and add- 
ing only that which naturally fit. Spearin 
compares the assembly of these songs toa 
crossword puzzle. 

Uninterested in the melodic potential 
lurking within banana bread recipes or 
directions to the King’s Highway, Spearin 
decided to structure each of his interviews 
around a central topic: happiness — what 
itis, where to get it, how to hang onto it. 
Given the role of chance in these record- 
$s, it seems fortuitous enough that 
appiness is derived from the same root as 
words like ha hap, and hag 
ard. But again, Sf was more 
musical than lite 

“Talking about happiness, I find, al- 
lows people to access their philosophical 
side without the pitfalls of religion or 
politics,” says Spearin. “People can try to 
find something meaningful to say without 
having look for backup. adds com- 
fortable element which I think translates 
directly into how they speak. People tend 
to sing their thesis.” 

Thus, the album gets straight to the 
point with “Mrs. Morris” — a sax-driven 
ersatz abstract of the project’s premise: 
“Happiness is love,” she declares, echo- 
ing a tiny sax figure. The two instru- 
ments then proceed unison, the breath 
through the horn precisely matching Mrs. 
Morris’s gratitude for her caring neigh- 
bor, the fact that he invited her over to 
talk, the fact that someone cares about 
her, how happy that makes low 
bass plods out Spearin’s faintly audible 
questions the background Morris’s 
sincerity soars like a solo: note for note, 
word for word, she’s carried by music, 
and it’s hard not smile along. Not 
much melisma, but loads charisma. 

Elsewhere, a chatterbox named Anna 
muses tunefully on the challenged wom- 
en she counsels, how they always seem so 
happy no matter how bleak their circum- 
stances. A trumpet traces her rambling 
uncertainty exactly, and the melody is jar- 
ringly familiar in how thoroughly modern 
it is, stable and sensible despite its lack of 
composure — it’s like the polar opposite 


naz- 


Crioice 


“Talking about happiness allows people access 
their philosophical side without the pitfalls religion 
politics. People can find something meaningful 

say without having look for back-up.” 


YOUR LIFE 


THE HAPPINESS PROJECT SPEAKS VOLUMES 


FREE SPEECH From the rhythms and pitches his neighbors’ recorded talk, Charles 
Spearin created music for a live band. 


of Auto-Tune. Her realization, that “it’s 
like they don’t ask beyond of what’s pres- 
ent” situates itself behind surly piano 
as the song’s central refrain and lasting 
lesson. “Marisa” calmly grapples with the 
question of happiness over a patient harp, 
whereas “Mr. Gowrie” recalls his upbring- 
ing in a family of 14 over an unaccompa- 
nied Afro-beat guitar line that delicately 
recalls his past. 

Most striking of all the portraits is 
“Vanessa,” who has never considered her 
lifelong deafness as an obstacle to her 
happiness, but, rather, as “just the way 
the world works” for her. As she com- 
pares life before sound (when the slight 
movement of air within the house was 
her indicator that someone had just ar- 
rived home) to life after getting cochlear 
implant surgery (when she discovered 
that “sound is electricity”), the music 
does all it can to contain the flurry of 


new, unarticulated questions: what is 
sound? What is music? What is the voice? 
What is it to hear? To listen? 

“I’m very fortunate to have Vanessa 
as a neighbor,” Spearin says. “We've be- 
come great friends. She told this story 
of getting the implant surgery done in 
NYC. When it was done, and she had left 
the doctor, she kept thinking she was 
hearing music. So they’d walk around 
the city searching and searching for the 
music — and it turns out it was just traf- 
fic. The whole judgment what qualifies 
as music and what’s just sound is purely 
philosophical. In science there’s no differ- 
ence. It’s fun to blur those boundaries.” © 


THE HAPPINESS PROJECT MAKE SAY 
THINK + YEARS | Middle East Downstairs, 
480 Mass Ave, Cambridge November 
mideastclub.com 
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NEW ATTITUDE 


THE BIG PINK ACCENTUATE THE POSITIVE 


DANIEL BROCKMAN 


Rock music is an art of extremes. It’s 

loud, brash, and tied up in a whole 
mess human emotions that, when prop- 
erly amped into excitement or aggression, 
blur together into the swirling, distorted 
composite we know and love. The rock career 
of UK upstarts the Big Pink has been one of 
finding, at the intersection of sheer bloody 
noise and haunting melodies, the common- 
ality of hate and love. 

“When you're younger, you are filled with 
this sort of angst or hate, and you are always 
fighting against something,” explains sing- 
er/multi-instrumentalist Robbie Furze, who 
together with fellow noise enthusiast Milo 
Cordell formed the band studio project 
2007, after the two began to tire of their time 


in the trenches of the digital-noise scene. The 


Big Pink’s debut, A Brief History of Love (4AD), of- 
fers only hints of the duo’s static-filled past, 
mostly in the attacks of high-register guitar 


that threaten to overtake “Too Young To Love” 


and “Velvet.” “Me and Milo got to a point 
where we realized that life is wonderful and 
incredible, and there’s nothing angry 
upset about — it’s just incredible with its ups 
and downs.” 

If the band are on an upswing now — at- 
tempting to parlay swift UK success into 
Stateside recognition with tour (their 
first) that brings them to the Paradise this 
Tuesday — their pre-Big Pink careers were 
consumed with drawing thrills out nega- 
tivity. Furze’s experiments noise led his 
association with Alec Empire’s Digital Hard- 
core Recordings label (best-known stateside 
for Empire’s ridiculously nega-sonic Atari 
Teenage Riot). Furze played guitar with Em- 
pire and then teamed with Cordell to form 
the record label Hate Channel. 

“Milo and 1, back then, we wanted to be 


harder than Digital Hardcore. had mu- 
tual interest in going to parties and raves, 
these insane things at warehouses and 
abandoned buildings. When put out re- 
cord on DHR, I toured for, like, three years, 
but it involved playing squats, things like 
that. that was doing that time, 
was very aggressive and distorted and 
there just weren't any subtleties.” 

Although Furze recalls his first discus- 
sion about playing with Cordell as a desire 
to “make some noise together,” the truth is 
that the two of them were looking to break 
out of the limitations of noise. The result 
their partnership stack tunes that 
mix brash melodies and huge swelling gui- 
tars. “The nice thing about the Big Pink is 
that we can do anything. And that’s a really 
lovely feeling.” 

The Big Pink’s indulgence in droning 
guitars has gotten them lumped in as part 
of the recent shoegaze revival, but one 
listen to any track off A Brief History of Love re- 
veals how wayward that pigeonhole is. Far 
from staring at their shoes, burying their 
rhythms, and drowning out their vocals, 
they give us loud, upfront vocals enhanced 
by rich dynamics and full of unabashed ex- 
pressions love. 

“That's the soul influence,” says Furze. 
“Soul musicians, when they want to say 
something, they just say it. They don’t try 
and tie it up in a cryptic message or overdra- 
poetry. When soul music wants say 
‘Llove you,’ it says, ‘I love you.’ Shoegaze, to 
me, is a sort of whimsical and fey thing — 
and far too aggressive for that!” 


THE BIG PINK + CRYSTAL ANTLERS | Paradise, 
967 Comm Ave, Boston December 
$13 18+ 617.562.8800 www.thedise.com 


COMPLAINTS “We realized that life wonderful and incredible, and there’s nothing 
angry upset about,” says Robbie Furze (right, with Milo Cordell). 
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BIO BEWARE 


ELVIS PERKINS CLEARS HIS CLOUDY BALLADS 


_BY REYAN ALI 


KEEPING SIMPLE not sure the worth making 
characters outside the says Perkins (center), 
“when the self all that can pretend know.” 


Elvis Perkins has got backstory 

him. He’s the son actor Anthony 
Perkins (most famous for Norman Bates 
in Psycho) and photographer/actress Berry 
Berenson; he’s named tribute the 
King; kid took guitar lessons from 
the Knack’s original bassist. It’s alsoa 
story rich tragedy: Anthony Perkins 
died from AIDS-related pneumonia 
1992, and Berenson was on American Air- 
lines Flight 9/11. 

Perkins would ask that you put all 
these details aside. Plenty have already 
tried dissect the knotted lyrics his 
delicate ballads light what they 
know about his personal life. don’t 
think that’s helpful,” cautions listen- 
ers doubling analysts. “There’s all sorts 
static everywhere getting the way 
our perception anything.” 

Once solo player and now captain 
collective dubbed Elvis Perkins 
Dearland, the singer-songwriter offsets 
his tangled tales with uncomplicated 
music, eschewing blunt emotional ex- 
position favor curious characters 
curiouser situations. “Emile’s Vietnam 
in the Sky” opens with Jean Cocteau “cov- 
ered butter”; “Shampoo,” “little 
sweeper boy” goes about his duties before 
the track assigns objects to colors (“Yellow 
the color the sun/Black the color 


strangled rainbow”). 
Most confounding of all 
“All the Night With- 
out Love,” a song made 
oddly tender lines like 
me,’ the graphic 
reads/On the magnetic 
athletic insole.” 

“I’m sometimes wary 
putting too many 
direct feelings 
song,” Perkins admits, 
adding, “I’m not sure of 
the worth of that, or of 
making up characters 
outside of the self, when 
the self all that can 
pretend to know.” 

His objections not- 
withstanding, discus- 
sions of 2007's Ash 
Wednesday frequently 
represented that solo 
debut as grim and woe- 
begone. and his band 
gave 2008’s Elvis Perkins in 
Dearland a more uplifting 
sound, one lush with 
horns, harmoniums, and 
organs. “I’m inspired 
the notion doing good, 
making some sort 
successful communica- 
tion. Most of the time 
we feel like products, 
like we’re not alive the 
first place. It’s possible 
bring some vitality back 
through song.” 

Two common and 
interlinked motifs 
lyrics are sleep 
and dreams, both enhancing the often 
cast the music. Ash Wednes- 
day included “Sleep Sandwich” and the 
majestic “While You Were 
Dearland offers stray allusions like 
don’t mind you dream out loud” (from 
“Hey”). He explains, “A crazy and lonely 
reality has been erected around us and 
was built before arrived here. Of- 
tentimes, seems it’s not the place 
be. Through our addictions, hobbies, 
lottery tickets, celebrity watching, and 
movies, we’re trying to get out of here. 
The pure and simple way available all 
lease from the elaborate cage con- 
structed occurs the dream realms.” 

That’s not to say Perkins doesn’t re- 
gard himself man the present —“I 
intend to make music that aims at truth 
and reality and not escaping from that.” 
His distant, mythical wordplay grows 
out of the simplicity of daily life. “Any- 
thing fair game, and anything can 
worth the sacred space a song takes up. 
Where your head heart’s can make 
song float sink.” 


ELVIS PERKINS IN DEARLAND + BOWERBIRDS 
DAVE GODOWSKY Paradise Rock Club, 967 
$16 617.562.8800 www.thedise.com 


MUSIC NEWS BRIEF 


FACES REFACED, SPEARS SPEARED, HOOK HACKED 


DAVID THORPE 


Rumors Faces reunion tour have 

been popping for more than 
year now times floated ROD STEW- 
ART himself but the deal keeps stall- 
ing and snagging. And there are any 
dad-rock old-timers out there still cling- 
ing hope, they can forget it: Billboard 
has reported that the non-Rod Faces are 
sick waiting their platinum-blond 
chanteur indulge their reunion fanta- 
sies and are planning ahead with 
replacement vocalist: Mick Hucknall. 

“It’s more adventurous,” said key- 

boardist lan McLagan. “It won’t the 
same old shit. think it’s more exciting, 
actually, with different singers.” Adven- 
turous? Exciting? Not shit? have 
think they must be talking about, I don’t 
know, a motorcycle stuntman named 
Mick Hucknall — certainly not the dude 
from Simply Red. Then again, Rod’s 
hardly the picture of vigor: he’s sitting 
out the Faces reunion promote his new 
record, a collection of R&B standards 
called Soulbook, the cover of which depicts 
black-and-white Stewart closing his 
eyes, pursing his lips, and snapping his 
fingers must have taken hours Pho- 
toshop out the cobwebs. 


The NME.COM MUSIC HEADLINE THE 
WEEK, presented you here free any 
unnecessary, joy-killing context: “Chip- 
munk suffering ‘exhaustion’ after Twit- 
ter suicide messages.” Hang in there, 
little fella! 


BRITNEY SPEARS’s tour promoter, 
Paul Dainty, is furious over al- 
legations that Aussie fans 
walked out recent 
stadium show because 
flagrant lip-synch- 
ing. “It’s the biggest 
lie I’ve ever heard. 

I’m so angry,” a 
hyperbolic Dainty 

told the Austra- 

lian. (That’s the 
newspaper, not THE 
Australian — 1 know 
you were all picturing 
Dainty saying it to 
Bryan Brown from 
Cocktail.) Uh, 

anyway you 

Dainty! No- 

body accuses 

our Britney of 
lip-synching 

and gets away 

with 

Oh, wait, 


BRYAN CROCKETT 


that’s not fully admits she was 
Milli Vanilling: “It’s been all over the 
Internet for nine months. The inference 
that tried hide this. It’s been 
the opposite.” what he’s actually mad 
about the reports that people walked out 
over it. Art! 


Obsolete American Idol sensation JOR- 
DIN SPARKS has become the celebrity 
spokeswoman for Allstate-backed 
campaign persuade teens not text 
while driving. “Unfortunately, it can 
be easy to forget the dangers of tex- 
ting and driving when you get behind 
the wheel,” says Sparks. glad 
take this public pledge with Allstate, 
because sending a text isn’t worth tak- 
ing a life.” On the surface, it would 
seem that texting while driving 
obviously stupid and dangerous that 
even the dumbest teenagers shouldn't 
need a celebrity to tell them not to 

do it. Then again, I know how stupid 
and dangerous it is only because I do 
it about So times a week, and every 
single time like, “Christ, this in- 
credibly stupid and dangerous.” 


Last month, I wrote a detailed analysis 
the prospects for 
new band, and 1 concluded — sur- 
prise! — that they’d be terrible. New 
details of the venture have emerged, 
and I’m delighted to observe that my 
previous judgment requires amend- 
ment: Liam’s new outfit (still un- 
named) is just all the dudes from Oa- 
sis except Noel Gallagher. It may 
the most boring possible 
conclusion to the saga, 
but least diehard Oasis 
fans will dig after 
a decade of disappoint- 
ing albums, dropping 
the only half-competent 
songwriter may be just 
the shot pure rock- 
and-roll adrenaline the 


se 


band need. 


Speaking that Liam 
article: should add that 
prompted PETER HOOK of 
New Order to call me 
Inasmuch 
I’m huge New Order 
fan, that was the high 
point profes- 
sional career. Then 
again, it could have 
been some random 
guy pretending 
Peter Hook, but 
I submit that, 
this stage 
in his career, 
the distinction 
between Peter 
Hook and some 
guy 
academic. 


DAVID THORPE | dthorpe@phx.com 
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MP3 the Week: 
Among punk-rock insiders, Mike Ciprari best known for his Massachusetts-based bou- 
tique company SP} Custom Drums, whose sick, blinged-out kits appear onstage with bands 
ranging from Gym Class Heroes and Every Time | Die to Miley Cyrus and Lady Gaga. Now 
Ciprari's moving from hardware into what the suits refer to as the content business: he's 
playing drums in Thrash Unreal, a pop-punk band whose hooks are as brazen and glammy 
as the infamous light-up kit Ciprari created for Panic! at the Disco. Dial up TU’s Party Control 
EP and you'll find catchy anthems that go toe-to-toe with Andrew WK for dumb suburban 
fun, putting fists in the air in the pursuit of rock-and-roll kicks — or at least in search of 


“good drugs” and “lots of money,” to quote the chorus of our fave track. Download the MP3 
of “Good Drugs” at thePhoenix.com/onthedownload 


TALE THE TAPES 


PACEY FOSTER TELLS THE STORY BOSTON HIP-HOP 


BY CHRIS FARAONE 


Soon after music-minded UMass- handwritten case from FTI (Fresh To Impress) 
Boston management professor Pacey Crew, which was Edo group back when 
Fos ed on to write a Boston chapter for he was called Edo Rock. I almost cried.” 
th prehensive hip-hop tome ever Foster felt a responsibility toward rap 


sion brought him rural culture, and with that came the need tap 
as long been speculated primary sources. He had tuned in religiously 
re scene’s Holy Crail is to Lecco's Lemma — and he remembers spend- 
ing hours watching b-boys tear up Harvard 
Square — but as a white kid from Brookline, 
s e disc jockey who debuted Boston’s _ he says his direct involvement in hip-hop’s 
fir mi, Lecco's Lemma, at MIT’s heyday was limited to“lamely tagging on 
student-run WMBR in 1985, and the Creen Line.” 


St ali-fap progr 


who has since relocated the studied Johnstone’s 
backwoods behind Bangor. fossils for traces the past. Be- REPRESENT Magnus (the pale brother, center) debuted Boston first 
Access to artifacts was es- CELLARS BY neath the amateur demos were genus } tthe p * 4 


program MIT’s WMBR 1985. For more photos, audio clips, and video, thePhoenix.com. 


sential to the Bean's accurate STARLIGHT tales of Boston hip-hop in its 


portrayal the 1094-page mas- infancy, and fill the blanks, 

ter narrative America: conducted interviews with Top Choice Clique, and Ray Dog and Emo blood-soaked pandemonium. Foster’s 

Regional Guide (Creenwood Press), Hub heroes like Lino Delgadoof after found street rap prominence chapter, subtitled “How Boston Rap Re- 

which drops this week following years of the Floorlords breaking crew, Cindy Diggsof as Benzino and Twice Thou of Almighty mained Underground,” is an underdog story, & 

research writers from across the coun- Peace Boston, the late was being turned wrapping the edge the millennium 

try. (Its release will celebrated the leton Funky Fresh Records, M.C. Spice, off what perceived hip-hop’s de- when acts like Rip Shop and Akrobatik cata- 

Beat Research tearm Monday at Enormous and Edo G. In time, with guidance from volution at the hands of major labels and lyzed an alt-rap movement for which the 

Room.) Foster’s elaborate Bay State account such early trend spotters Skippy practitioners yet his influence Hub remains renowned. 

anchored his visit Maine the today. Since Boston didn’t get ded- Foster has one recurring theme, it’s 

hideaway, where treasure cassettes and rap establishment, which icated commercial rap outlet until that pride and even prosperity have prevailed 

snapshots was tucked high above his stereo Foster links local funk forefathers includ- 1993 (and because corporate stations mostly here against the odds that weigh down any 

in wooden wine crates. ing pop producer Maurice Starr’s brother Mi- _ ignored local artists, as they do now), region- _ talent crop born in the shadow of New York. & 
“It was classic Magnus,” says the 42- chael Jonzun and current Berklee music en- al hip-hop survived solely on college frequen- “I kind of went into this thinking about why : 

year-old Foster, who had last seen his old gineering prof “Prince” Charles Alexander. cies, from Emerson Salem State. Boston hip-hop and what got 

friend in 1999. “He was playing music that Although Johnstone was just one unlikely As Foster documents, the Boston rap from everyone I spoke with was that it’s been oe 

I'd never heard before, and painting while player budding theater, hisshow served fell brutal times the here all along. have the tapes prove it.” 

we were talking, and the whole time I was as Boston hip-hop’s epicenter from 1985 to when clubs were largely unwilling to serve ee 

dying ask where the tapes were. Finally, 1987, during which time invited and anxious throngs often-violent fans. The PACE BRIAN COLEMAN Enormous Room, 567 

after hour and half, showed the spun singles the likes Keithy (who low point was 1992 Tribe Called Quest Mass Ave, Cambridge November 

boxes, and the first thing pulled out was would later known Curu Cang Starr), Government Center that ended Free 617.491.5550 www.beatresearch.com 


KEYS KRATES 
BOOTIE JAMBOREE THEY HATE Enormous Room East 
ADVI SO Gey ® @ Good Life @ Machine @ Alchemist downstairs 
Work off that stuffing Michael Jackson versus gays descending This insane live-remix- 
- 43 at Revolver. where Djs Prince versus Stevie Won- —_ upon the Alchemist on the e.Group ing Canadian trio will 
and and “murder der versus james Brown last Saturday night every its fifth set themselves 
Fred Mertz : , the best b-more, reegae at the hands of Djs Bruno, month because the staff several hard drives worth 


upstairs room. And down- _ it’s gonna be sicktacular or at least. not exclusively. there early to sample the 
Stairs at Bootie, Dj BC. Land a spot on the guest They're there for a heaving fiery club jams of #1Dad 
Leniow, Spencer 4 Hire, list by paying avisittothe heap of post-punk, new & Dj Fred Mertz and the 
and Faroff deal out mad 379 Club, the Hempest, wave, indie, and electro “soupy diarrhea over rock 
mash-ups. completewith Howse of Culture. or Sal- from Djs David Dancer and hard beats” of Wasted 
live vocals from Trianna magundi in advance guest Dirty jean (NYC) Talent. 


Kingston St, 1256 St, Bos- 435 South Huntington St, 569 Mass Ave, 480 Mass Ave, 
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HIGH ARTIFICE 


»®®© TRANS AM | WHAT DAY 
1S IT TONIGHT? TRANS AM LIVE 
1993-2008 | Thrill jockey | Trans Am 
are distillers of guilty pleasures, 
mixing fat AOR riffs with sleazy 
electronic accents and a propulsive 
attitude typi- 
cally reserved 
for arcade 
soundtracks. 
What Day Is It 
Tonight? covers 
the DC-area 
band's 20- 
year history 
with high-quality, high-energy 
live cuts taken from their many 
tours. Tt aftwerk-inspired “Out 
moder” co sts nervy, krautrock 
guitar with a deep, grooving bass 
line to produce a surprisingly rhyth- 
mic, albeit crowd pleaser 
It’sap xample of the group’s 
skill at creating coherent, startling 
juxtapositions out of their many di 
verse influences. A Styxian vocoder 
marks selections from the band’s 
1999 album Futureworld that include 
the title track and “Television Eyes.” 
These numbers are soaked in a 
disorienting futurist nostalgia that 
epitomizes Trans Am’s ironic humor 
and their ability to transform leaden 
clichés into gold. Yet the less affect- 
ed the music is, the less compelling 
it becomes. It's the artifice and the 
intertextuality that make the band 
so entertaining; when the veil drops 
even a little bit, as with the crisp vo- 
cals of the sludgy “Slow Response,” 
much of the fun is dissipated. 
_Michael Patrick Brady 


MIXED BAG 


}®© ERIK DEUTSCH | HUSH MON- 
EY | Hammer and String | Having 
played in projects from jam bands 
to jazz and as a singer-songwriter 
accompanist (Fat Mama, Charlie 
Hunter, Ron Miles, Erin McKeown), 
keyboardist Erik Deutsch led an 
acoustic jazz album for his debut 
(2006's Fingerprints). Here he says 
he’s going for something “atmo- 
spheric,” occasionally giving the 
lead-melody voices to clarinet and 
bassoon and loading on every key- 
board in his garage. How, then, to 
explain the extroverted straight-up 
Memphis horn arrangements on 
“Dirty Osso Bucco” and “Quittin’ 
Time” (the latter seeming to steal 
the riff from Al Kooper’s “I Can't 
Quit Her”)? So it may take a couple 
of spins to sink into this disc and 
accept it as a cohesive, cinematic 
whole. (There's 
barely a pause 
from track to 
track.) The flit- 
ting oscillations 
of a vintage 
synth don’t 
Seem to help 
Neither does 
the mawkish movie-romance title 
tune. On the other hand, there’s 
the Latin groove and subtle ar- 
rangement of “Black Flies,” with 
its electric guitar rave-up, and the 
slow, moody “Hearts for a Purple 
Lion,” with its extended flute and 
bassoon solos, thumpity-thump 
rhythm, and deep-satisfying ca- 
dence. And the free duet for clarinet 
and bassoon on “Incandescence.” 


erik deutsch 


ine that’s been prope 
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not all 


jon Garelick 
ERIK DEUTSCH WITH DANIEL 
BENNETT | Beehive, 541 Tremont 
St, Boston | December 1 @ 8 pm | 
Free | 617.423.0069 or www.bee- 
hiveboston.com 


DEFLATION 


© 50 CENT | BEFORE | SELF- 

DESTRUCT | Shady/Aftermath/In- 

terscope | Still eagerly dispensing 
street-level 
self-help advice 
following this 
fall's how-to 


book, 


delayed fourth studio disc, with 
this bit of clear-eyed counsel: “ 

not telling you to shoot some 
body/But if somebody try to shoot 
you, shoot ‘em, don't waste time.” 
Yes, after 2007's pop-friendly Curtis 
sparked rumors of a falloff, Fiddy 
makes a return here to the gritty in- 
ner-city vérité of his blockbuster de- 
but, holding forth with a workman- 
like efficiency about . . . well, you 
know by now what the guy holds 
forth about. (“Gangsta’s Delight,” 
in which he flips the Sugarhill 
Cang’$ ur-rap hit, provides a helpful 
primer for latecomers.) Yet though 
its beats work up sufficient heat, 
Before I Self Destruct displays virtually 
none of the bad-boy charm 50 once 


OUR RATING 


Good 

Middling 

Bearable 

A turkey 


mustered. The problem with tracks 
like “Death to My Enemies” and “So 
Disrespectful” isn't his grim fixa- 
tion on violence or his tired nouveau 
riche cynicism; it’s that he no longer 
appears to be taking any joy in his 
platinum-plated misanthropy. This 
bully’s just a bore. 

Mikael Wood 


ISTHMUS GIFT 


VARIOUS ARTISTS 
PANAMA! 3 | Soundway | If 


lase a copy of 


e repeat button 
“Carmen 
Gustavo Turner 


SUBURBAN 
SPRAWL 


}®© REAL ESTATE | REAL ES- 
TATE | Woodsist | The Northeast’s 
eyes are at half-mast this time of 
year — shorter days, trees bare and 
exposed, hibernation an acceptable 
“activity.” Real Estate's buzzed- 
about debut speaks the language of 
the season, its slow sunset of sound 
flush with twinkling Stratocast- 
ers, drum kits that trot off into 
the distance, and anemic vocals 
that, as with Grizzly Bear or Beach 
House, magnify the fragility of it 
all. The New Jersey quartet get off 
to a promising start early with the 
bouncy “Beach Comber” and the 
drowsy melody of “Suburban Dogs, 
eking out an zsthetic marked by 
lo-fi charm and warm reverb. They 
evoke ho-hum, small-town life 
as they sing about rivers, pools, 
mutts, suburban beverages, and the 
profound axi- 
oms embed 
ded in life's 
monotony. 
But as Real Es- 
tate grinds on, 
at settles into 
monotony of 
its own, until 
you can hardly distinguish one hazy 
nod-off jam from another. Like the 
seasons, phases are nothing if not 
temporary — perhaps this big sleep 
of a debut will yield a bolder re- 
awakening with the spring thaw. 
_Zeth Lundy 


THE BOSTON PHOENIX 


The Foxwoods Wonder 
All Competition: 


our classic theme song, and 
hear what got! Whether you 
rapper rock band, get the 


fun and record your version of 


ENTER WIN GRAND 
PRIZE WORTH $25,000 
THAT INCLUDES: 
$5,000 cash prize! 
$5,000 shopping spree for 

new equipment! 


$10,000 
The Phoenix and 
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oe 
q 
4 
wonderful Panarr nd By, a 
from Panama's pa ilar mbir 
tion of races 
It turns out mach ling Wale since and from the 2 
he surfaced ubstantive and innovative artist — and fertile chaos 
autobiograp he DC MC recalls days when radio rap and slums. It 
without confus 2s messages. He's Chat prog ve or en have 
lightened new black power — but nearly all of already culled two stellar comps 
rea Rosanne bars Es side, too: “Shades” featuring the from such a small nation — this es 
gloriously pipe re musings on racial identity ever commit volume’s tracks are way above the 
aS | ted to a drut! of Columbia might not have representation bottom of any proverbial barrel, and oe 
the And if Barack Obama is an indica they'll surprise you with everything 
CS from bilingual calypsos (“Fire Down 
Behe Chris Faraone Below”), tropical soul (“Moving aoe 
4 Grooving”), and a sleeper of a mon bart 
sma — ster soul-jazz track that will have - 
ie And the motorik Afro-funk of “India Silvertones P| : A 
Rubber,” with its hefty doses of 
tenor sax. And those kickin’ funk 
numbers. 
4 
The soth Law, 
from his long « 
| 


Thursday, November 26 
HAPPY 
THANKSGIVING! 


call 4 into. 


Friday, November 27 
HIP HOP, R&B, 
REGGAE, SOUL 

and more, call 4 info. 


Saturday, November 28 


LIVE REGGAE 
AND SOCA into. 


WEDNESDAY. NOV 25 
LATIN ROCK SOUL 
LOS SUGAR KINGS 
JEN KEARNEY & THE LOST ONION 


THURSDAY, NOV 26 
HAPPY THANKSGIVING 
MUSIC 

BAR OPEN @ 6PM 
RESTAURANT CLOSED 


FRI. & SAT. NOV 27 & 28 
BEATLES COVERS 


BEATLE JUICE 


SUNDAY, NOV 29 
JAZZ BRUNCH 9 AM 2:30 PM 
BLUES JAM 4:30 - 8:00PM & 
HTY HO BUSEROCHERS sem 


ZZA 6-8:30PM 
30P™ 


TUESDAY, DEC 1 
WALTHAM FIELDS 
COMMUNITY FARM BENEFIT 


KRIS DELMHORST 
TIM GEARAN & SEAN STAPLES. 
ERIC ROVER, BARRY 
DAN ROBERTS 
WEDNESDAY, DEC 
JAZZ GUITAR 
TIM MILLER QUARTET 
BRUCE SAUNDERS 
BRUNO RABERG 


THURSDAY, DEC 3 


FRIDAY, DEC 
REGGAE 
PRESSURE COOKER 


SATURDAY, DEC 5 
7 PM ( ROOTS ROCK ) 


MIA DYSON 


SARAH BORGES 


THE BROKEN SINGLES 
HOOTS HELLMOUTH 


SUNDAY, DEC 6 
19 PIECE JAZZ ORCHESTRA 


JAZZ COMPOSERS 


ALLIANCE 
STARTS 


DEC 8-PORCH PARTY MAMAS 
DEC 9-ELLIOTT MURPHY 
10-BALLA KOUYATE 

DEC JOHNNY HOY 
MATHEW STUBBS 

DEC FERIERA 
VORTEX 

DEC 13- ROCK XMAS 

DEC 16- HOLLIS BROWN 

DEC 31-PLAYING DEAD 


CLUBS 


THURSDAY 
ALCHEMIST LOUNGE 


ALL ASIA CAFE ambridge 


|e BEEHIVE 


MIDDLE EAST CORNER 


CANTAB LOUNGE UPSTAIRS 


CLUB LIDO 
ESTATE| 


FELT True 


FUSION 5 c 
LUCKY MUSIC WALL Ww 


LUCKY’S LOUNGE 


MIDWAY CAFE 
PHOENIX LANDING 
RAMROD 


ROXY Bost T k 


SPEED OF THOUGHT PLAYHOUSE 
CAFE 
Music Of v 
WONDER GAR 


ALCHEMIST LOUNGE 


a 30 pm | Beauty Feas 

ALL ASIA CAFE Cambridge 6pm 
CNC Music Marathon” with Pa 

e + Service Engin 

he Pluto Tapes + Romantic 


amaica 


per Car 
Airwaves 

ATWOOD’S TAVERN 
Tim Cearan Band 
BEEHIVE | Boston | 6:30 pm 
| 10 pm | Fe 
Quintet 
BURREN | Somerville | Cover Up 
CANTAB LOUNGE DOWNSTAIRS 
st Second + Every 


unami of S 


e Soon + 


Cambridge 


“Jazz 
1ando Brandao 


Cambrideg 


und + 


M 


CANTAB LOUNGE UPSTAIRS 


a atback Band & C 


& the Resistence + Lenr y 
+ Bryan M n+ Six S 
Bullet 

clus PASSIM Cambridge | Bob 


Franke 

C-NOTE | Nantasket Beach | Ricky 
“King” Russell Band + Daniel Banks 
COLONIAL INN | Concord | Sweet 
Willie D 

DICK’S LAST RESORT | Boston | 
Spinz 

DODGE STXEET BAR & GRILL | 
Salem | Scaredy Kats + Paul Carr + 
Danny Vitale 


Monster 
ESTATE 


les + 


FELT Bos 


coop LIFE 


HARD ROCK care Boston | Not 


i [Rad 


M 


HOUSE oF BLUES | Bos 


IRON WORSE MALL 


| 1 Equalite 


$i: nerville | Beatle 
LES ZYGOMATES Boston | Ror 
LIZARD LOUNGE Camt e 
LUCKY DOG MUSIC HALL 
LUCKY’S LOUNGE Boston | Alex 


EAST CORNER Cam 
brid Night 


MIDDLE East 


Make 


MIDDLE EAST UPSTAIRS Cam 
ridge | “Psylab’s Hometown Cet 


ylab + Blueboy Pr 


MIDDLESEX LOUNGE | Cambr 
Djs the Flavorheard 


MIDWAY CAFE | jamaica Plain | Pis 


tol Shrimp 

MILKY way jamaica Plain | “Dyke 
Night” wit K K re 
O'BRIEN’S ellow Bravo 
+ Cult 45 + Pa 


OLIVER'S | Bost ovestone + 
Westgate + Soap Stars a Witt 
PARADISE ROCK CLUB | Boston 
Bebe! Cilberto 

PERKS COFFEEHOUSE 


ff Brady 


Norwood 


PHOENIX Cambr 


Ramnoo Boston | 10 pm 
th Dj Danae Jacovidis 
REGATTABAR Cambr dge | 7:30 pm 


“Bears” 


ROSEBUD BAR LOUNGE 


pir Red Rose 


ROXY | 


& CLOW I 


RUMOR 


RYLES amorid In House 
SALLY O'BRIEN’S omery 


e Owl 


Bost 


Sta. e+*AR 

Moon 

STEVE’S BACKSTAGE PASS 
Taunton | Fat Angus 

TOAD | Cambridge | 10 pm | Klez 
woods 


— 


JOHN FOGERTY the Orpheum Theatre Sunday 


TT. THE BEAR'S PLACE | Cambridge 


Bryan Scary & the Shre 
+ Black Hollies + Joe 
Seven Level: 


VENU | Bo gnatt 
with Dj Roger M + Pirate Ste 
WONDER BAR | Allston 
“Top 40, Classic, & Old School 
with Dj Dirty Dek 

ZUZU | Cambridge | “Solid!” with 
Ryan Durkin 


See C 


address 


ALCHEMIST LOUNGE a 


Plain | 1 


Hate Us” wi 


ALL ASIA CAFE 


TAVERN 


Sam Reid & the Ri 
BEACHCOMBER 0 
Craders 


Bost 
RUN Sh 


BURREN 


CANTAB LOUNGE DOWNSTAIR 


La ige | Swi lade 


s acusa Pr 
clus ume 
CLUB PASSIM 
Research Orgar 
ens + Dave Ders 1 
hon + Lloyd Thayer 


SINGER 
SONGWRITER 
SHOWCASE 
Thursday the 3rd. 


C-NOTE | Nantasket Beach | Erin & 
the Soul Drivers 
COLONIAL INN | Concord | “New 
Orleans Night” with Henri Smith & 
the Workingman’s jazz Band 
DICK’S LAST RESORT | Boston 
Mugsy 
DODGE STREET BAR & GRILL | Sa 
lem | Moby Dick 
ENORMOUS ROOM 
Mark Estrada 
ESTATE | Boston | “VIP A 
days” with DJ Hevan 
FELT 
Saturdays” w 
lub | Dj Jay K: Lour 
FUSION 5) Foxboro 
GOOD LIFE 


Cambridge | 
cess Satur 


Boston | 10 pm 


Mr 


lepitz + Empire Shall Fall + Acerose 
+ Stoic 

HARPERS FERRY | Allston | Old 
Silver Band 


HOUSE OF BLUES 


JOHNNY o’s merviile | Beatle 


Boston 


LES ‘ZYGOMATES Boston | Yoko 
Miwa 
LIZARD LOUNGE | Cambridge 


Gilded Splinters + An 


LUCKY boG HALL 


Worces 


cats + s ve 
LUCKY’S LOUNGE | Boston | 1: ar 
Sinatra Brunch” with Ron Poster 
Duo | 7 pm | “Sinatra Show” with 
Adam Herbert & Al Vega Trio 
LUPO’S @ THE STRAND | Provi- 
dence, RI | 7 pm | Slip + Marco 
Benevento 
MACHINE | Boston | 10 pm 
ria” with Sonic Beating Djs 
MIDOLE EAST CORNER | Cambridge 
| Po Boyz Hammond B-3 Organ Trio 
MIDDLE EAST DOWNSTAIRS | 
Cambridge | Eyedea & Abilities + 
Themselves + Left Over Wine + 
H.W. + Focust 
MIDDLE EAST UPSTAIRS | Cam- 
bridge | 1 pm | Hollywood Lies + 
Small Talk + City Lights + Walk 
Harbor City | 8 pm | 28 Degrees Tau- 
rus + Muy Cansado + Otis Crove + 
Day's Weight 
MIDDLESEX LOUNGE | Cambridge | 
DJ Soul Clap 
MIDWAY CAFE | jamaica Plain | 
Jimmy Hank Williams 
MILKY WAY | Jamaica Plain | 1 am} 
“Country Music Brunch” with Rock 
Bottom Boys | 9 am | “Recess” with 
Dj Mikey Lee + DJ David Day + Dj 
Die Young 
NEW WAVE CAFE | New Bedford 
Mamadou 
O’BRIEN’S | Allston | Now Denial + 
Airports + Hangman’s Alphabet + 
Trench Mouth 
OUTPOST | Cambridge | Steve Lant 
ner Trio 
PARADISE ROCK CLUB) Boston | 
Push Play + Emily Osment + Phil 
Bensen 
P.A’S LOUNGE | Somerville | E.P. 
Hall 
PHOENIX LANDING | Cambridge | 
10 pm | “Boom Boom Room” with 
Dj Vinny 
PLOUGH & STARS | Cambridge | 10 
pm | Andrea Gillis Band 


“Psyfo- 


FOR INFO. Carl + Dj Just Joan dding Tears 
tc 10 pir Fantasy Fr ys 
and Ted L 
3 ton | 9 pm | “Revolv n 5 
pm Dj Leniow + V) Adam Balm: Down 
tairs | Midnight | “Live Mash-Uf 
t amiife Thu pm | Roy Sludge & Duke Levine + | Cambridge | 7 DJ Vadum Rankin 
Dj Richie Ladue ton | Her pm | “CNC Music Marathon” with GREAT SCOTT | Allston | Acaro + Co 
. Music Thurs Cold Coodnight + Adria + Derek 
uistice: Underground Teichert Band + Steve Lanza Jr. + 
halons 7 4 Worce RISE | Boston | 1 am | “Orbit” with t Act Boston | 7 pm ae 
t + Tone Djs Kares & Melee: Nightclub | Dj uincy th Lalguage | 11 pm 
ludes Stones + Di Lounge Epic Saturdays” with Djs Chus & he 
| osto ie Blue : art the Broadcasters | 10 pm | Cider 
t € RI} 7 aving Abel + e!6 + Vic Morrows + Li f Cirls + 
i M tiag on | 8 pm and 10 Cambridge | Fatback Band & Couper 
j Bride & Inside Brothers Bea Gillis 
g Night of Sug tars” with ck Straight CHURCH | Boston | Uncle Billy's 
1 +k 30 pm | Boys Like C + Cobra ey Fund a-billys 
ae - k+ the rchestra + Crand Evolution + Ten Foot Pole viese 
Boon n + Rob Lau 
Down” with Ps + Joel Nines 
Breeazy 
FROM DAVIS RED LINE 


CLUB DIRECTORY 


ALCHEMIST LOUNGE 
617.477.5741 | 435 South 
gton Ave 


ALL ASIA CAFE 
617.497.1544 | 334 Mass 
Ave, Cambridge 
AMAZING THINGS ARTS CEN- 
TER | 508.405.ARTS | iGo 
Hollis St, Framingham 
ARSENAL CENTER FOR THE 
ARTS | 617.923.0100 | 321 
Arsenal St, Wate 
ATWOOD'S TAVERN 


rtown 


BEACHCOMBER 


BEEHIVE | 61 

541 Tremont St, n 
BULL RUN | 978.425.4311 
Rte 
BURREN | 617 
247 Elm St, 
Somerville 
CANTAB LOUNGE 
617.354.2685 | 738 Massa 
ch , Cambridg: 


CHARLIE’S KITCHEN 


6.6896 


1arnock St, Boston 

CLUB LIDO | 781.289.3080 

1290 North Shore Rd, 
Revere 
CLUB PASSIM | 617.492.7679 

47 Paimer St, Harvard 
Square, Cambridge 
C-NOTE 
Nantasket Ave, 
ket Beach 
COLONIAL INN 

369.9200 | 48 Monu 

ment Square, Concord 
DICK'S BEANTOWN COMEDY 
VAULT @ REMINGTON’S 
617.482.0110 
St, Boston 
DICK'S LAST RESORT | 
617.267.8080 | Quincy 
Market, Boston 
DODGE STREET BAR & GRILL 
| 978.745.0139 | 7 Dodge 
Sc, Salem 
OURTY NELLY’S | 
617.742.2090 | 108 Black- 
stone St, Boston 
ENORMOUS ROOM | 


Nantas 


, Jamaica 


Davis Square, 


781.925.4300 | 159 


124 Boylston 


ESTATE | 617.351.7000 | 1 
Boylston Pl, Boston 
FELT | 617.338.6999 | 533 
Washington St, Boston 
FUSION 5 | 508.543.0599 
105 Washington St, 
Foxboro 
GOOD LIFE | 617 
Kingston St, Bo: 
GREAT SCOTT | 6 
1222 Comm Ave, A 
GREEN DRAGON 
617.367.0055 
St, Boston 
HARD ROCK CAFE 


11 Ma 


HARPERS FERRY 
617.254.9743 | 158 Brigt 
ton Ave, Allston 
HENNESSY’S DOWNSTAIRS 
617.742.21 
ton 
HOBO LOUNGE 
978.465.4626 | 5 Broad 
way, Salisbury 
HOUSE OF BLUES 
888.693.2583 | 15 Lansd. 
owne St Boston 
IMPROV ASYLUM 


9887 | 216 Hanover 


21 | 25 Union St, 


IMPROVBOSTON 
§76.1253 | 40 Prospect 

, Cambridge 
HORSE MUSIC HALL 
413.584.0610 | 20 Center 
St, Northampton 
JOHNNY D'S | 617.776.2004 
|17 Holland St, Davis 
Square, Somerville 
LA LUNA CAFE | 
617.576.3400 | 403 Mass 
Ave, Cambridge 
LANSDOWNE | 617.266.1222 
9 Lansdowne St, Boston 
LES ZVGOMATES 
617.542.5108 | 129 South 
St, Boston 
LILY PAD | 617.395.1393 | 1353 
Cambridge St, Cambridge 
LIZARD LOUNGE | 
617.547.0759 | 1667 Mass 
Ave, below Cambridge 
Common Restaurant, 
Cambridge 
LUCKY DOG MUSIC HALL | 
508.363.1888 | 89 Creen 
St, Worcester 
LUCKY’S LOUNGE | 617.357. 


LUPO’S @ THE STRAND | 
401.272.5876 | 79 Wash 
ington St, Providence, RI 
MACHINE | 617.536.1950 | 
1256 Boylston St, Boston 
MIDDLE EAST | 617.864. 
EAST | 472-480 Mass Ave, 
Central Square, Cam 
bridge 

MIDDLESEX LOUNGE 
617.868 .MSEX | 315 Mass 
Ave, Cambridge 

MIDWAY CAFE 


MILKY way 
@ The Bre 


Bostor 
MOTTLEY’S COMEDY CLUB 
Cha 


NEW WAVE CAFE 
508.984.0080 | 143 North 
, New Bedford 
O'BRIEN'S | 617.782.6245 | 3 
Harvard A Aliston 
OLIVER'S | 6 9.4840 

@ the Cask N’ Flagon, 62 
Brookl Ave, Boston 
OUTPOST 7 


186 Harr 


Front § 


2860 


PADDY O'S | 617 

Union 

PALLADIUM | 508.797.9696 
261 Main St, Worcester 
PARADISE ROCK CLUB | 
617.562.8800 | 967 Comm 
Ave, 
P.A’S LOUNGE | 617.776.1557 
| 345 Somerville Ave, 
Somerville 

PERKS COFFEEHOUSE | 
718.762.5565 | 685 Wash 
ington St, Norwood 
PHOENIX LANDING 
617.576.6260 | 512 Mass 
Ave, Cambridge 

PLOUGH & STARS | 
617.576.0032 | 912 Mass 
Ave, Cambridge 
PRECINCT | 617.623.9211 | 
70 Union Square, Somer- 
ville 

RAMROD | 617.266.2986 | 
1254 Boylston St, Boston 
REGATTABAR | 617.395.7757 
| Charles Hotel, 1 Ben- 
nett St, Harvard Square, 
Cambridge 


Boston 


ROSEBUD BAR & LOUNGE | 

617.440.6284 | 381 Sum- 

mer St, Boston 

ROXY | 617.338.ROXY | 279 

Tremont St, Boston 

RUMOR | 617.422.0045 | 100 

Warrenton St, Boston 

RYLES | 617.876.9330 | 212 

Hampshire St, 

bridge 

SALLY O’BRIEN’S 

617.666.3589 | 3 

ville Ave, Somerville 

SCULLERS | 617.562.4111 
bl 


Dou est Suites, 


ield Rd, 


hestnut St 


SHOWCASE LIVE 
Pl, Foxborough 
SPEED OF THOUGHT 
PLAYHOUSE CAFE 
508.809.4699 
Washington St 
Attleboro 

STEVE'S BACKSTAGE PASS 
508.824.3435 
St, Taunton 
617.547 938 


39 N 
North 


15 School 


TOAD 

Mass Ave, F 

Cambridge 

TOMMY DOYLE’S HARVARD 
617.864.1311 | 96 Win- 

throp St, Cambridge 

TOMMY’'S COMEDY LOUNGE | 

617.482.2227 | 74 Warren 

ton St, Boston 

TT. THE BEAR'S PLACE | 

617.492. BEAR | 10 Brook 
line St, Central Square, 
Cambridge 

TUPELO MUSIC HALL SALIS- 
BURY | 603.437.5100 | 4 

Oceanfront North, Salis 
bury Beach 

VENU | 617.338.8061 | 102 
Warrenton St, Boston 
WESTERN FRONT | 
617.492.7772 | 343 Western 
Ave, Cambridge 

WILBUR THEATRE | 
800.745.3000 | 246 Trem- 
ont St, Boston 

WONDER BAR | 617.351. 
COOL | 186 Harvard Ave, 
Allston 


617.491.5599 | 567 Mass 
Ave, Cambridge 


PRECINCT | Somerville | Dis n’ Dat 

Band + Letia Lerock + Absolute Log- 

ics + DJ Nomadik 

RAMROD | Boston | “Leather Night 

Out” with DJ Freespace 

REGATTABAR | Cambridge | 7:30 pm 

| Darrell Nulisch 

RISE | Boston | 1 am | “Storm” with 

DJ Craig Mitchell: Nightclub | Dj 

Blake Harper: Lounge 

ROXY | Boston | 10 pm | “Roxy Red” 

with Dj Frankie 

RUMOR | Boston | Dj Tamer Malki 

+Djjc 

SALLY O’BRIEN’S | Somerville | 5 

pm | Patsy Hamel Band | 9 pm | Stan 

Martin Band + Paul Cataldo 

SCULLERS | Boston | 8 pm and 10 

pm | Christian McBride & Inside 

Straight 

SHOWCASE LIVE | Foxborough | 6:30 

pm | Boys Like Cirls + Cobra Starship 
+ Maine + A Rocket To the Moon 

STEVE’S BACKSTAGE PASS | 

Taunton | Lynn Paul Jr. + Wheels of 

Fire (Cream tribute] 

SUNSET CAFE | Cambridge | 7 pm | 

Sonhozinho 

TOAD | Cambridge | 7:30 pm | Dietri- 

ch Strause | 10 pm | Ross Livermore 
+ Jim Larkin 

TT. THE BEAR'S PLACE | Cambridge 
“Heroes” with DJ Chris Ewen 

VENU | Boston | “Entourage Satur 
days: Top 40 & Mash-ups” with DJ 
Hectik 

WESTERN FRONT | Cambridge | 
10:30 pm | Hot Like Fire 

WONDER BAR | Allston | 10:30 pm 

| “Classic, Underground & House” 
with Dj Beyonder + Dj Turbz 

ZUZU | Cambridge | “Soul-le-lu-jah” 
with Dj Claude Money 


LUCK | 355 Congress St, 
Boston 


Stuart St, Boston 


SUNDAY 


See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses. 

ALCHEMIST LOUNGE | jamaica 
Plain | 10 pm | Kevin Barry Organ 
Trio 

ALL ASIA CAFE | Cambridge | 9 pm | 
Tanbou Arada 

SEACHCOMBER | Quincy | 2:30 pm 
| John Connors | 5:30 pm | Fenian 
Sons | 9 pm | “80s Dance Party” 
BEEHIVE | Boston | 10:30 am | “Jazz 
Brunch” | 8 pm | “World Salsa Sun- 
days” with Cincoson 

BURREN | Somerville | “Singer 
Songwriter Series” 

CANTAB LOUNGE UPSTAIRS | 
Cambridge | “Candy's Blues, Jazz & 
Rock Jam” 

CHURCH | Boston | Mob Hit + 
Cheech + Milos Syndicate 

CLUB LIDO | Revere | “A Semana 
ioth Anniversary Event” 

CLUB PASSIM | Cambridge | 4:30 
pm | Sweet Remains | 8 pm | Luke 
Brindley + Rosi Golan + Peter Brad- 
ley Adams 

COLONIAL INN | Concord | “Acoustic 
Open Mic” with Alan Goodrich 
DODGE STREET BAR & GRILL | Sa- 
lem | Salem Cigarette Machine 
ENORMOUS ROOM | Cambridge| 5 
pm | “Group Hug #5” with DJ BRDR 
+ DJ Nathaniel Bluhm + Dj Joseph 
Colbourne + DJ David Dancer + DJ 
Rizzla 

GREAT SCOTT | Allston | Brooklyn 
What + This Blue Heaven + St. Hel 
ena + Ashpark 

HARPERS FERRY | Allston! 7 pm | 
Break the Dark 

HOBO LOUNGE | Salisbury|5 pm| 
Hot Like Fire 


RISE | 617.423.7473 | 306 


ZUZU | 617.864.EAST | 474 
Mass Ave, Cambridge 


IRON HORSE MUSIC HALL | 
Northampton | 7 pm | Viva Quetzal 
JOHNNY D’S | Somerville | 9 am | 
“Jazz Brunch” with Matt Dorko & 


Larry Kukers | 4:30 pm | “Blues Jam” 


with Mike Welch 

LIZARD LOUNGE | Cambridge | Jeff 
Robinson Trio 

LUCKY DOG MUSIC HALL | Worces- 
ter | “Live Band Karaoke/Vocalist 
Search” with Same As Never 
LUCKY’S LOUNGE | Boston| 1: am| 
“Sinatra Brunch” with Ron Poster 
Duo | 8 pm | “Sinatra Sundays” with 
Adam Herbert & Al Vega Trio 
MACHINE | Boston | 10 pm | “Club 
Classics” with DJ Ace 

MIDDLE EAST CORNER | Cambridge 
| “Belly Dance Show” with Dj Jean 
+ Sabrina 

MIDDLE EAST UPSTAIRS | Cam- 
bridge | 1 pm | Red Invasion + 
Murder + Spoilers + Egos | 9 pm | 
“Beyond the Beat III” with Emilio 
Rojas + International Show + Letia 
Larok + City Slickers 

O’BRIEN’S | Allston | Porque I Said 
So + Luau + Old Man Lady Luck + 
Home/Alone 

OUTPOST | Cambridge | Herb Rob- 
ertson 

PHOENIX LANDING | Cambridge | 10 
pm | “Rebound” 

PLOUGH & STARS | Cambridge | 

5 pm | Frank Drake | 9 pm | Frank 
Morey Band 

PRECINCT | Somerville | 10 pm | Sea 
Monsters 

RYLES | Cambridge | 10 am | “Jazz 
Brunch” 

SALLY O'BRIEN’S | Somerville 

|4 pm | “Jazz Set” | 8 pm | Julie 
Dougerty 


75 CHESTNUT | Boston | Anthony 
Weller & Thomas Hebb 
TOAD | Cambridge | 3 pm | “Sunday 
Spins” | 7 pm | Putnam Murdock | 10 
pm | One Smith 
TT. THE BEAR'S PLACE | Cambridge 
| Andy Pratt + Nadz + Tara White + 
Vultures 
VENU | Boston | “International 
Sound Clash” with DJ Alcide + 
Sound Revolution 
ZUZU | Cambridge | “B 
F — Feast 3: C 

1 DJ Michael Po 

thanael Bluhm 


o Sundays 


ALCHEMIST LOUNGE 
Open Mic” w 
ALL ASIA CAFE 
Amen Theories 
nade S TAVERN | ( 
10 pm | Dwight Ritcher & 
Nelson 
BEEHIVE | Boston 
Combustion Jam” 
CANTAB LOUNGE UPSTAIRS 
Cambridge | 8 pm | “Songwriter Open 
Mic” with Geoff Bartley 
Aark Simos 
CHARLIE’S KITCHEN | Cambridge 
ts + Life Par I 


med Homosexuals + General 


“Spontaneous 


9:30 pm 


Foreign Objec 
CHURCH Boston 
Tarulli Band 
CLUB PASSIM | Cambri 
Morsberger + Peter C as 
DODGE STREET BAR & GRILL| Sa 
lem | “Open Jam Night” 
ENORMOUS ROOM | Cambridge | 
“RepDaBean Throwdown” 
Pace + DJ Brian Coleman 
GREAT SCOTT | Alliston | For Sleep 
ing or Jumping + OkCar 
Southern Belle 
HARPERS FERRY | Allston | Young 
Republic + Adrien & the Fine Print 
+ Webb & the Wisenheimers + 
Seedy Seeds 
IRON HORSE MUSIC HALL 
Northampton | 7 pm | Coco Montoya 
LILY PAD | Cambridge | 7:30 pm 
Karina Stone | 10 pm | Fringe 
LIZARD LOUNGE | Cambridge | 
“Open Mic” with Tom Bianchi 
MIDDLE EAST CORNER | Cambridge 
| Banditas 
MIDDLE EAST UPSTAIRS | Cam- 
bridge | Nightmare of You + Lindsey 
Starr & the Chemical Smiles + Static 
Jacks 
MIDDLESEX LOUNGE | Cambridge | 
“Free Live Bands Night” 
O'BRIEN’S | Aliston | “Earthquake 
Party!” 

PARADISE ROCK CLUB | Boston} 
Elvis Perkins in Dearland + Bower- 
birds + Dave Godowsky 

PHOENIX LANDING | Cambridge | 
10 pm | “Makka Mondays” with Dj 
Voyager o1 + DJ Uppercut 

PLOUGH & STARS | Cambridge | 10 
pm | “I'm the Man” with DJ Joey 
Unis 

SALLY O’BRIEN’S | Somerville | 10 
pm | Infinite Ensemble 

STEVE’S BACKSTAGE PASS | 
Taunton | 7 pm | “Open Mic” with 
Tom Beaulieu 

TOAD | Cambridge | 8 pm | Anita 
Suhanin | 10 pm | Jen Kearney & the 
Lost Onion 

TT. THE BEAR'S PLACE | Cambridge 
| “Devil's Night Out: Industry 
Night” 

ZUZU | Cambridge | 10 pm | “Night 
of the Living Dead Head” with 
Coyote Kolb 


TUESDAY 

See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses 

ALL ASIA CAFE Cambridge MFD 
BEEHIVE | Boston | Danile Bennet & 
Eric Deutch 

CANTAB LOUNGE UPSTAIRS | 
Cambridge | 8:30 pm | “Berklee 
Bluegrass” | 10 pm | Flynn Cohen & 
Chagrin River 

CLUB PASSIM | Cambrid 
“Open Mic” 

DURTY NELLY’S | Boston | Tim 
Cannon 

GREAT SCOTT | Allston | Bearstro 
naut 

GREEN DRAGON | Boston | PD 
Rogers 

HARPERS FERRY | Alliston | Sean 
Price [Heltah Skeltah} 
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10 pm | Scott 


with DJ 


+ 


SAVE 50% 


OFF YOUR NEXT HEATING BILL! 


Safe around kids pets 
Full factory warranty 
Money back guarantee 
Cannot start fires 


BEAT THE 48HR DEADLINE 
GET FREE SHIPPING 


1-888-882-2211 


PSYLAB 
BLUEBOY PRODUCTIONS 


SMALL TALK « CITY UGHTS 
WALK HARBOR 


DEGREES 
MUY OTIS GROVE 
THE DAY'S WEIGHT 


SION 
SPOILERS 


RED 
THE 


You. 


MAKE SAY THINK 
THE PROJECT YEARS 


EDUTAINMENT AND 
THE MIDDLE EAST PRESENT 
ABILITIES 
SELVES (ANTICON 


TUE 2/01 
MIDDLE EAST AND EMBRACE 


KEYS KRATE 
WASTED TALENT 


T PRESENTS 


BUSINESS FOR PLEASURE 


CURE FOR 


INTERROBANG!? 


1PM DOO ORS - All AGES 


UPCOMING 
BPM - PARA RE HE A 
LIVE FROM THE SUN, CMORDEROY 
THROWED 
HOLLY GOLIGHTLY 
CAMPUS 
JUNIUS, IREPRESS, TOMBS 
1PM STAR F*CKING HIPSTERS 
7PM - JOSH HOGE & TONY LUCCA 
9PM - THIS BLUE HEAVEN 
4PM - ONE STEP AWAY 
8PM - VOTE 4 US, CAMDEN 


ED 12/00 


PSYCHO: 
LAST WORDS 
THE 


THE MACROTON 
AMONG CRIMINAL’ 


TED AND 


THE PHAR MACISTS 
TITUS ANDRONICUS WALLCREEPER 


MUSIC BEGINS AFTER DINNER 21+ 
FRI - SOLID! WITH RYAN DURKIN 
SAT - SOULLE-LUVAH - CLAUDE MONEY 
SUN - BOMO - “FANCY FEAST 3” 
MON -COYOTE KOLB 
TUE - JUSTINCREDIBLE AND LEAH V 


WED - PENGUIN CLUB WITH DJ MARIO LEMIEUX 


HALLELUJAH THE 


PHY, SUGAR RED DRIVE 
HEADS 
AND RES 


“VIDEO G AME NIGHT - ROCKBAND 
) BOYZ HAMMOND 8-3 ORGAN TRIO 
re CING WITH JEAN & SABRINA 


THE BOSTON PHOENIX NOVEMBER 27, 2009 
int 
Advanced Portable Infrared 
al 617.524.3740 Boston ne numbers and 
17.864.2792 | 877 Carr mory St, Jamaica Plain 75 Boston | Seater 
sridge St, Cambridg 617.424.7625 | 22-24 Cli MR. DOOLEY’S TAVERN | 
| tham St_ Boston 
es: 627.492.9646 |10 Eliot St, 617.263.6887| «MM pshire St, Cam 508.791.6550 | 43 Pleas bogs ‘MLL SHOWS 18+ UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED OPEN FOR LUNCH AS ALWAYS tes ae 
ambridge St, Boston bridg ant St, Worcester 
YOUNG WIDOWS A 
OHIO) gPM DOORS 
5 Os 8PM DOORS - ALL AGES 
JUST ADDED 
UPCOMING 
WED - BELLY DANCING HOSTED BY SABRINA 


The Loft 


Tommy Doyle’s 


Harvard Square 


TUESDAY DEC 1 2009 9-30P 
TUESDAY ACOUSTIC SHOWCASE 
FEATURING 

CHARLIE CHRIST 
FREE! 
WEDNESDAY DEC 2 2009 
8:00PM - STUMP TRIVIA 
10:00 KARAOKE 
FREE! 


THURSDAY DEC 3 2009 9:30P 
JUGHEAD 


FRIDAY DEC 4 2009 9:30P 


CLANDESTINO 


SATURDAY DEC 5 2009 9:30P 


2ADAM12, AFRODZAK 


96 WINTHROP STREET 
CAMBRIDGE, MA 02138 
617-664-0655 


SECURE ROOMS 
SOUND PROOF 
CLIMATE CONTROL 
HOUR ACCESS 
SITE SECURITY 


SURVEILLANCE 
CAMERAS 


8PM DOORS/ 21+ 
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 
GROOVESTONE 
WESTGATE 
SOAP STARS 
ALICIA WITT 


THURSDAY, DECEMBER 
ANTHONY 
LEE WILSON (FROM NYC) 
DANIEL MCCLAIN 
RENEE MARCOU 
LORENZO 


(REUNION) 
THE BIG HEAVY 
BANG BANG BLUE 
RELEASE THE HOUNDS 


Continued from p 37 
HENNESSY’S DOWNSTAIRS | Bos- 
ton | Scott Damgaard 
HOUSE OF BLUES | Boston | 7 pm} 
Saosin + P.O.S. + Innerpartysystem 
+ Eye Alaska + Lannen Fall 
IRON HORSE MUSIC HALL | 
Northampton | 7 pm | Hoots & Hell 
mouth + Rusty Belle | 10 pm | “Latin 
Night” with Dj Joey Acevedo 
JOHNNY D'S | Somerville | Kris 
Deimhorst + Tim Cearan + Sean 

s + Eric Royer + Sir Barry 


hman 


LANSDOWNE | Boston 
Free Music Tuesdays” 
LIZARD LOUNGE | Cambridge | Ses 
sion Americana 

LUPO’S @ THE STRAND | Prov: 
dence, Ri | “Holiday Hip-Hop Week” 
with Mario + Omarion 
panes Boston | 10 pm 


“Berklee 


“Queer 
ircus” with Dj Eileen Dover 
MIDDLE EAST DOWNSTAIRS 
Cambridge | Keys N Krates 
MIDDLE EAST UPSTAIRS | Cam 
owed” with Dj E-Marce 


MR. DOOLEY’S TAVERN | Boston | 

Dave Foley Band 

OUTPOST | Cambridge | Downtown 

Diaspora Trio + Eric Zinman 

PADDY 0’S | Boston | “Blues Jam” 

PARADISE ROCK CLUB | Boston | 

Big Pink + Crystal Antlers 

RUMOR | Boston | “Top 40 & Mash- 

Ups” with DJ Hectik: Front Room 

| “House” with Dj Roger M: Back 

Room 

RYLES | Cambridge | “Ryles Artist 

Showcase” 

SALLY O’BRIEN’S | Somerville | Su- 

san Cattaneo 

SCULLERS | Boston | Gabrielle 

Goodman 

STEVE’S BACKSTAGE PASS | 

Taunton | “Tuesday Night Blues” 

with Mike Paolucci 

TOAD | Cambridge | 8 pm | Danielle 

Miraglia | 10 pm | Audrey Ryan 

TOMMY DOYLE’S @ HARVARD 
Cambridge | “Tuesday Acoustic 

Showcase” with Charlie Christos + 

Hobojac 

T.7. THE BEAR'S PLACE | Cambridge 
10:40 pm | James Downtown Band 

+ Silencio + Protean Collective 


WEDNESDAY 


See Club Directory for phone numbers and 

addresses 

ALCHEMIST LOUNGE | jamaica 

Plain | 10 pm | Goli 

ALL ASIA CAFE | Cambridge | 6 pm 
py Rock Writer's Circle” | 9 
D c” with Bryan Mur 


Atwood’ s TAVERN 


E Waste Band 

BEEHIVE ton | New Yc 

All-Stars 

CANTAB LOUNGE UPSTAIRS 

Cambridge | “Candy's Blues, Jazz & 

Rock 

CHURCH 

Dolly Cops + 

CLUB PASSIM bridge 

gant Worms 

COLONIAL INN | Concord | 

Mazzy & the Last ute Men 

DURTY NELLY’S | Boston | Colm 

O’Brien 

GREAT SCOTT | A n| Gil Man 

tera’s Party Dream + Crystal Under 

standing 

GREEN DRAGON | Boston | Two 

Way Street 

HARPERS FERRY | Allston | 7 pm 
Flobots + Kinetix + Prayers For 

Atheists 

HENNESSY’S DOWNSTAIRS | Bos- 

ton | Buzz Karaoke Band 

HOUSE OF BLUES | Boston | 7:30 

pm | Rob Zombie + Nekromantix + 

Captain Clegg 

JOHNNY D’S | Somerville | 7:30 pm 

| Tim Miller + Bruce Saunders + 

Bruno Raberg 

LILY PAD | Cambridge | 10 pm | Jim 

Repa 

LIZARD LOUNGE | Cambridge | Da- 

vid Wax Museum + Talahassee 

LUPO’S @ THE STRAND | Provi- 

dence, Ri | Pitbull + Trey Songz 

MIDDLE EAST UPSTAIRS | Cam- 

bridge | Russian Circles + Young 

Widows + Phantom Family Halo 

MILKY WAY | jamaica Plain | “Work: 

Industrial Dance Party” with DJ 

Roguewaves 

O’BRIEN’S | Aliston | Baby Brain- 

waves 

PADDY 0’S| Boston | 5 pm | Mike 

Ho | 9 pm | “Rock Band & Guitar 

Hero” 

PARADISE ROCK CLUB) Boston 

| Mew 

PHOENIX LANDING | Cambridge | 10 

pm | “Midweek Techno” with DJ Pat 

Fontes + DJ Soul Clap 

PLOUGH & STARS | Cambridge | 10 

pm | Elsa Cross 

RVLES | Cambridge | “World 

Wednesdays” with A-NO-NE 

SCULLERS | Boston | 8 pm and 10 

pm | Livings or 

TOAD | Cambridge | 7 pm | Stewart 

Lewis | 10 pm | Cretel 

TT. THE BEAR'S PLACE | Cambridge 
Person L + John Nolan (Straylight 

Run] + Brian Bonz & the Dot Hongs 

+ Destry 


THURSDAY 
See Club Directory for 
addresses 
ALCHEMIST LOUNGE | jamaica 
Plain | 10:30 pm | Members of Mor- 
phine + Elastic Waste Band 

“CNC Music Marathon” with Clori- 


tk Cypsy 


ton Tay 


phone numbers and 


ous Veins + Vital Might + Nina Vio 
let + Lucia Nazarro + Super Tasty 
BEEHIVE | Boston | 6:30 pm | “Jazz 
Set” | 8 pm | Bruce Bartlett Quartet 
CANTAB LOUNGE DOWNSTAIRS 

| Cambridge | Captain Easy Chord & 
the Safety Meetings 

CANTAB LOUNGE UPSTAIRS | 
Cambridge | Chicken Slacks 
CHURCH | Boston | Bogged Down + 
Blackbutton + Even Elroy 

CLUB PASSIM | Cambridge | Bill 
Harley 

COLONIAL INN | Concord | John 
Fitzsimmons 

DICK’S LAST RESORT | Boston | 7 
pm | Brian Locher 

DURTY NELLY’S | Boston | Andy Joy 
ESTATE | Boston | “Clamlife Thurs 
days” with Dj Richie Ladue 

FELT | Boston | “True Music Thurs 
days” | “Soulstice: Underground 
Dance Night” 

FUSION 5 | Foxboro | Dj Dc 

GREAT SCOTT | Allston | Click Five + 
Atomic Tom 

GREEN DRAGON | Boston |5 pm | 
PD Rogers | 9 pm | Spitting Vinnies 
HARPERS FERRY | Allston | Pelican 
+ Black Cobra + Disappearer 
HENNESSY’S DOWNSTAIRS | Bos- 
ton | Fly Switch 

HOUSE OF BLUES | Boston |7 pm | 
All Time Low + We the Kings + Hey 
Monday + Friday Night Boys 

IRON HORSE MUSIC HALL 
Northampton | 7 pm | Pucho & the 
Latin Soul Brothers | 10 pm | Marco 
Benevento Trio 

JOHNNY D’S | Somerville | 7:30 pm 
Zach Deputy + Mutlu 

LUNA CAFE Cambridge Tudo 
Azul 

LILY PAD | Cambridge | 8 pm | She 
pley Metcalf & Ron Roy | 10 pm 
Daniel Rosenthal Quintet 
LIZARD LOUNGE | Cambr 
Tess + Tim Gearan Band 
LUCKY DOG MUSIC HALL | Worces- 
ter | Flock of A-Holes + New Colli 
sions + Dave Crespo & the After 
party + Melophobe Radio 

LUPO’S @ THE STRAND | Provi- 
dence, Ri | 7 pm | Brand New + Man- 
chester Orchestra 

MIDDLE EAST DOWNSTAIRS | 
Cambridge | Business for Pleasure 
pm | Points North | 10 pm | “Wom- 
en's Dance Night + Queeraoke” 
with DJ Summer's Eve 

MR. DOOLEY’S TAVERN | Boston | 
Tommy & Alan 

O’BRIEN’S | Allston | Battle House + 
Horsehands + Sinaloa + High Seas 
OLIVER'S | Boston | Vaughn An 
thony + Lee Wilson + Daniel “Sky- 
high” McClain + Renee Marcou + 
Lorenzo 

PALLADIUM | Worcester | 6:30 pm 

| Winds of Plague + Stick To Your 
Guns + Sleeping Giant + Oceano + 
Circle of Contempt + Acaro 
PARADISE ROCK CLUB | Boston} 
Nitzer Ebb + Provocateur + Dj Chris 
Ewen 

P.A’S LOUNGE | Somerville | Bynars 
+ Dead Messenger + Close Friends + 
Dental Plan 

PHOENIX LANDING | Cambridge | 10 
pm | “Elements Drum n’ Bass” with 
DJ R Sides 

PLOUGH & STARS | Cambridge | 10 
pm | “Poetry & Music” with James 
Lindsay 

PRECINCT | Somerville | Love In 
Stockholm 

RAMROD | Boston | io pm | “Man- 
dance” with Dj Manuel Santiago 
RUMOR | Boston gnature Thurs- 
days” with DJ Rog M: Main Room 
| D) JC: Back Room 

SALLY O’BRIEN’S | Somerville | 
Kevin Byrne Band 

SCULLERS | Boston | 8 pm and 10 
pm | Johnny A 

SPEED OF THOUGHT PLAYHOUSE 
CAFE | North Attieboro | “Acoustic 
Music Open Mic & Karaoke” 
STEVE’S BACKSTAGE PASS| 
Taunton | “Thirsty Thursdays” with 
Dj Uncle Fester 

TAMMANY HALL | Worcester | Al- 
chemystics 

TOAD | Cambridge | 7 pm | Melvern 
Taylor & his Fabulous Meltones | 

10 pm | Baker Thomas Band + Jim 
Larkin 

TOMMY DOYLE’S @ HARVARD | 
Cambridge | 9:30 pm | Jughead | 1 
pm | Dj Special K 

TT. THE BEAR'S PLACE | Cambridge 
| Sloan + Magneta Lane + Scarce 


dge | Miss 


COMEDY 


THURSDAY 


See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses. 

DICK’S BEANTOWN COMEDY 
VAULT @ REMINGTON’S | 8:30 pm | 
“Beantown Comedy Riot” with Mike 
Whitman 

IMPROV ASYLUM | 8 pm | “Main 
Stage Show” 

IMPROVBOSTON THEATRE | 8 pm | 
“Bastards Inc.” | 10 pm | “The 10 Slot” 
TOMMY’S COMEDY LOUNGE | 8:30 
pm | “Comedy Showcase” 


FRIDAY 


See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses. 

ARSENAL CENTER FOR THE ARTS 
| 8 pm | “Improv Jones Presents: Be 
hind the Curtain” 

DICK’S BEANTOWN COMEDY 
VAULT @ REMINGTON’S | 9 pm | 
Dick Doherty + Taylor Connelly and 
Friends 

GREAT SCOTT | 7:15 pm | Anderson 
Comedy Croup presents “The Cas 
NSFW Video Showcase” 

IMPROV ASYLUM | § + 10 pm | “Main 
Stage Show” | 11:59 pm | “The Mid 
night Show” 

IMPROVBOSTON CABARET | 7 pm 
|“SketchHaiis” | 9:30 pm | “Harold 
Night” 

IMPROVBOSTON THEATRE | 10 pm 
| “Friday Night Face Off” | 11:30 pm | 
“Night Cap” 

SPEED OF THOUGHT PLAYHOUSE 
CAFE | 8:30 pm | Improv Show with 
Speed of Thought Players 

TUPELO MUSIC HALL SALISBURY | 
8 pm | Callagher 


SATURDAY 


See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses. 

AMAZING THINGS ARTS CENTER 

| Tim McIntire + E.J. Murphy + Ed 
Kopesky 

DICK’S BEANTOWN COMEDY 
VAULT @ REMINGTON’S | 8 + 10:15 
pm | Dick Doherty + Taylor Connelly 
and Friends 

IMPROV ASYLUM | 7 + 9 pm | “Main 
Stage Show” 

IMPROVBOSTON CABARET | 7 pm | 
“Mosaic” with South City Theater 
IMPROVBOSTON THEATRE | 8 + 10 
pm | “Mainstage Show” | 11:30 pm | 
“Night Cap” 

MOTTLEY’S COMEDY CLUB | 8 pm | 
Jimmy Dunn 

WILBUR THEATRE | 7 + 9:45 pm | 
Jim Norton 


SUNDAY 


See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses. 

DICK’S BEANTOWN COMEDY VAULT 
@ REMINGTON’S | 9 pm | “Boston's 
Longest Open Mic Night” with Dan 
Boulger 

IMPROV ASYLUM | 8 pm | “NXT Show” 


MONDAY 

See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses. 

CANTAB LOUNGE DOWNSTAIRS | 8 
pm | “Underground Comedy” 
DICK’S BEANTOWN COMEDY 
VAULT @ REMINGTON’S | 8:30 pm 
| “Weekend Comedy Stretch” with 
Creg Howell 

GREEN DRAGON | “Bartle of the 
Comedians” 

SALLY O’BRIEN’S | 7 pm | “Cheap 
shots Comedy Club” 


TUESDAY 


See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses. 

DICK’S BEANTOWN COMEDY VAULT 
@ REMINGTON’S | 8:30 pm | “Com 
edy Showcase” with Jim Lauletta 
IMPROV ASYLUM | 8 pm | “House 
Teams” 

MIDDLE EAST CORNER | 9:45 pm | 
Anderson Comedy Troupe’s “Open 
Mic Comedy” 

SPEED OF THOUGHT PLAYHOUSE 
CAFE | 8:30 pm | Improv Comedy 
Workshop with Speed of Thought 
Players 


WEDNESDAY 


See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses. 

BURREN | io pm | “Comedy Night” 
DICK’S BEANTOWN COMEDY 


38 NOVEMBER 27. 2 3 | THE N PHOENIX Care 
ks ere 
+ Jaguar Love 
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VAULT @ REMINGTON’S | 8:30 pm 
| “Comedy Showcase” with Paul 
Nardizzi 

IMPROV ASYLUM | 8 pm | “Vanity 
Project” 

IMPROVBOSTON THEATRE | 8 pm | 
“The Comedy Lab” 

SPEED OF THOUGHT PLAYHOUSE 
CAFE | 8:30 pm | Stand-Up Comedy 
Open Mic Night 


THURSDAY 


See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses. 

DICK’S BEANTOWN COMEDY 
VAULT @ REMINGTON’S | 8:30 pm 
| “Beantown Comedy Riot” with 
Mike Whitman 

IMPROV ASYLUM | 8 pm | “Main 
Stage Show” 

IMPROVBOSTON THEATRE | 8 pm | 
“Bastards Inc” | 10 pm | “The 10 Slot” 
TOMMY’S COMEDY LOUNGE | 8:30 
pm | Comedy Showcase 


CONCERTS 


Popular 


THURSDAY 

CARTELLS | 7 pm | Wolf Den @ Mo- 
hegan Sun, 1 Mohegan Sun Blvd, 
Uncasville, CT | Free | 888.226.7711 


FRIDAY 

GARY BACKSTROM BAND | 8 pm 

| Amazing Things Arts Center, 55 
Nichols Rd, Framingham | $15; $14 
students, seniors | 508.405.ARTS 
CROOKED STILL | 7 pm | Narrows 
Center for the Arts, 16 Anawan 

St, Fall River | $25; $20 advance | 
508.324.1926 

JOHN FOGERTY | 8 pm | MCM 
Grand @ Foxwoods, 39 Norwich 
Westerly Rd, Mashantucket, CT | 
$35-$65 | 866.646.0609 

LEGENDS IN CONCERT | Tribute 
acts | Fri-Sat + Tues + Thurs [Dec 3] 
8 pm; Sun 4 pm; Wed 1+8 pm | Fox 
Theater @ Foxwoods, 39 Norwich 
Westerly Rd, Mashantucket, CT | 
$25 | 866.646.0609 

PIXIES | Fri-Sat 8 pm | Wang The- 
atre, 270 Tremont St, Boston | $48 | 
866.348.9738 

THEY MIGHT BE GIANTS | 8 pm | 
Wolf Den @ Mohegan Sun, 1 Mohe- 
gan Sun Blvd, Uncasville, CT | Free 
| 888.226.7711 


SATURDAY 

AVENTURA | 8 pm | Agganis Arena, 
925 Comm Ave, Boston | $58-$98 | 
800.745.3000 


LINDA EDER | 8 pm | Berklee Perfor- 


mance Center, 136 Mass Ave, Bos- 

ton | $30-$75 | 800.745.3000 

HOT TUNA | 8 pm | Calvin Theatre, 
19 King St, Northampton | $28.50- 
$38.50 | 413.586.8686 

MCALISTER DRIVE + WHITETREE 
+ CADRIN | 7:30 pm | Center for 


Arts, 14 Summer St, Natick | $8 | 
508.647.0097 Or Www. Natickarts.org 
NOCHE DE ESTRELLAS | 8 pm | 
Mohegan Sun Arena, 1 Mohegan 
Sun Blvd, Uncasville, CT | $58-$78 | 
800.745.3000 

SETH SHOMES BAND | 8 pm | Wolf 
Den @ Mohegan Sun, 1 Mohegan 
Sun Blvd, Uncasville, CT | Free | 
888.226.7711 

LEGENDS IN CONCERT | See list- 
ing for Fri 

PIXIES | See listing for Fri 


SUNDAY 

BEACH BOYS | 8 pm | Mohegan Sun 
Arena, 1 Mohegan Sun Blvd, Uncas 
ville, CT | $25 | 800.745.3000 
BRITISH INVASION TRIBUTE | 7 
pm | Wolf Den @ Mohegan Sun, 1 
Mohegan Sun Blvd, Uncasville, CT | 
Free | 888.226.7711 

JOHN FOGERTY | 8 pm | Orpheum 
Theatre, 1 Hamilton Place, Boston | 
$32.50-$47 | www. livenation.com 
MOUNTAIN GOATS + FINAL FAN- 
TASY | 7:30 pm | Wilbur Theatre, 
246 Tremont St, Boston | $22.50 | 
800.745.3000 

PHISH | 7:30 pm | Cumberland 
County Civic Center, 1 Civic Center 
Square, Portland, ME | OFFICIALLY 
SOLD OUT | www.theciviccenter. 
com 

WYNONNA | 7 pm | MGM Grand 

@ Foxwoods, 39 Norwich Westerly 
Rd, Mashantucket, CT | $25-$50 | 
866.646.0609 

LEGENDS IN CONCERT | See list- 
ing for Fri 


MONDAY 

ALEXIS GRACE + GINA GLOCKSEN 
+ DAVID HERNANDEZ + MICHAEL 
SARVER | 7:30 pm | Shops con- 
course @ Mohegan Sun, 1 Mohegan 
Sun Bivd, Uncasville, CT | Free | 
888.226.7711 

SAM & RUBY | 7 pm | Wolf Den 

@ Mohegan Sun, 1 Mohegan 

Sun Blvd, Uncasville, CT | Free | 
888.226.7711 


TUESDAY 

AIR FORCE BAND OF LIBERTY | 7 
pm | Lowell Memorial Auditorium, 
50 E Merrimack St, Lowell | Free | 
978.454.2299 

DAVISSON BROTHERS BAND | 7 
pm | Wolf Den @ Mohegan Sun, 1 
Mohegan Sun Blvd, Uncasville, CT | 
Free | 888.226.7711 

FENWAY JAZZ JAM | With David 
Ehle | 7-11 pm | Tiki Hideaway 
Lounge, Howard Johnson Hotel, 
1271 Boylston St, Boston | Free | 
617.572.3692 

LADY GAGA + KID CUDI | Tues-Wed 
7:30 pm | Wang Theatre, 270 Trem- 
ont St, Boston | OFFICIALLY SOLD 
OUT | www. livenation.com 
LEGENDS IN CONCERT | See list- 
ing for Fri 


WEDNESDAY 

SUGAR | 7 pm | Wolf Den @ Mohe- 
gan Sun, 1 Mohegan Sun Blvd, Un- 
casville, CT | Free | 888.226.7711 


LADY GAGA + KID CUDI| See list 
ing for Tues 

LEGENDS IN CONCERT | See list 
ing for Fri 


THURSDAY 

AVERAGE WHITE BAND | 8 pm 

| Tupelo Music Hall Salisbury, 4 
Oceanfront North, Salisbury Beach 
| $35 | 603.437.5100 

BERKLEE SINGERS SHOWCASE 

| 8:15 pm | Berklee Performance 
Center, 136 Mass Ave, Boston | $15 | 
800.745.3000 

FOLK OPEN MIC HOSTED BY DAN 
CLOUTIER | With Michael Lov- 
eridge | 7:30 pm | Amazing Things 
Arts Center, 55 Nichols Rd, Fram 
ingham | $6 | 508.405.ARTS 

LIAM GEDDES | 8 pm | Wolf Den 

@ Mohegan Sun, 1 Mohegan 

Sun Blvd, Uncasville, CT | Free | 
888.226.7711 

JOSH RITTER + THE LOW AN- 
THEM | 8 pm | Calvin Theatre, 19 
King St, Northampton | $25-$35 | 
413.586.8686 

ROB ZOMBIE + NEKROMANTIX 

+ CAPTAIN CLEGG & THE NIGHT 
CREATURES | 7 pm | Mohegan Sun 


Arena, 1 Mohegan Sun Blvd, Uncas- 


ville, CT | $35 | 800.745.3000 
LEGENDS IN CONCERT | See list- 
ing for Fri 


Classical 


FRIDAY 

BOSTON SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 
CONDUCTED BY SIR ANDREW 
DAVIS | Debussy’s Prélude a l'aprés- 
midi d'un faune; Stravinsky's Symphony 
in Three Movements; Brahms's Violin 
Concerto, with Joshua Bell | Fri 1:30 
pm; Sat + Tues 8 pm | Symphony 
Hall, 301 Mass Ave, Boston | $29- 
$115 | 617.266.1200 


SATURDAY 

BOSTON EARLY MUSIC FESTIVAL 
| Handel's Acis and Galatea, in the 
original 1718 chamber version, with 
tenor Aaron Sheehan and soprano 
Amanda Forsythe | 8 pm | Jordan 
Hall, 30 Gainsborough St, Boston | 
$21-$102 | 617.661.1812 

WINSOR MUSIC | Brahms's Cello 
Sonata No. 2; Harbison’s Chorale 
Cantata; Bach’s Concerto in C mi- 
nor for Oboe, Violin, and Strings 
[BWV 1060], with oboist Peggy 
Pearson and violinist Yuki Beppu | 
8 pm | Follen Community Church, 
755 Mass Ave, Lexington | $20; $15 
seniors | 781.863.2861 or www.win- 
sormusic.org 

BOSTON SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 
CONDUCTED BY SIR ANDREW DA- 
VIS | See listing for Fri 


SUNDAY 

HENDRIK BROEKMAN AND OLAV 
CHRIS HENRIKSEN | Instrumental 
suites by Dufault, Denis Gaultier, 
Froberger, and Louis Couperin | 3 
pm | Somerville Museum, 1 West- 


wood Rd, Somerville | $17; $12 stu- 
dents, seniors | 617.666.9810 
“NIGHT SONG” | Chant and motets 
by Castun, di Lasso, and Palestrina 
and Advent music played by organ- 
ist Daryl Bichel | 7 pm | St. John’s 
Episcopal Church, 1 Roanoke Ave, 
Jamaica Plain | Free | 617.312.8328 or 
www.nightsong.org 

EVA OSTERGAARD AND HEIN- 
RICH CHRISTENSEN | Bach's 
Orchestral Suite No.2 arranged for 
flute and organ; Daniel Pinkham's 
Miracles; Graham Gordon Ramsay's 
Fantasy on Two Danish Tunes; Winnie 
Dahigren’s Danish children’s songs 
|5 pm | King’s Chapel, 58 Tremont 
St, Boston | $15; $10 students, se- 
niors | 617.227.2155 X 345 


MONDAY 

BORROMEO STRING QUARTET | 
Schuller’s String Quartet No. 3|8 
pm | jordan Hall, 33 Cainsborough 
St, Boston | Free | 617.585.1122 


TUESDAY 

BOSTON METRO OPERA) 
Inaugural concert | 7 pm | Old 
South Church, 645 Boylston St, 
Boston | $10 | www. bostonmetroop 
era.com 

TUFTS EARLY MUSIC ENSEMBLE 

| Secular music of Guillaume Dufay 
and his contemporaries | 8 pm | 
Cranoff Music Center, Distler Per- 
formance Hall, 20 Talbot Ave, Med 
ford | Free | 617.627.3679 

BOSTON SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 
CONDUCTED BY SIR ANDREW DA- 
VIS | See listing for Fri 


WEDNESDAY 

BOSTON SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 
CONDUCTED BY CHRISTOPH VON 
Divertimento 
for String Orchestra; Martinu's Violin 
Concerto No. 2, with Frank Peter 
Zimmermann; Dvorak’s Sym- 
phony No. 8 | Wed 7:30 pm [open 
rehearsal]; Thurs 8 pm | Symphony 
Hall, 301 Mass Ave, Boston | $19 
rehearsal; $29-$105 performance | 
617.266.1200 

CALLITHUMPIAN CONSORT | 
Chaya Czernowin’'s Sahaf; Philippe 
Leroux’s Continuo(ns); Per Bloland’s 
Wood Machine Music; Tolga Yayalar’s 
Kit6b al-Hiyal (The book of ingenious 
devices) | 8 pm | Williams Hall, 290 
Huntington Ave, Boston | Free | 
617.585.1122 

CHIARA QUARTET | Beethoven 
String quartets: No. 16 [Opus 135], 
No. 4 [Opus 18 No. 4], and No. 7 
{Opus 59 No. 1] | 8 pm | Harvard 
University, Paine Concert Hall, 
Cambridge | Free | 617.496.2222 
KIM KASHKASHIAN | Works by 
Komitas, with pianist/vocalist Ti- 
gran Mansurian and percussionist 
Robyn Schulkowsky | 8 pm | Jordan 
Hall, 33 Gainsborough St, Boston | 
Free | 617.585.1122 


THURSDAY 

CALIN CLARK | Works by Bach, 
Haydn, Scriabin, and Enescu | 7:30 
pm | St. John's Episcopal Church, 1 
Roanoke Ave, Jamaica Plain | Free, 
but donations accepted | www. 
jpconcerts.org 

INTERNATIONAL CONTEMPO- 
RARY ENSEMBLE | Works by Keeril 
Makan | 8 pm | MIT, Killian Hall, 
160 Memorial Dr, Cambridge | Free | 
617.253.2906 

BOSTON SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 
CONDUCTED BY CHRISTOPH VON 
DOHNANY! | See listing for Wed 


DANCE 


FRIDAY 

BOSTON BALLET | The Nutcracker | 
Fri 7:30 pm; Sat 1 + 7:30 pm; Suni 
+ 5:30 pm; Thurs 7:30 pm | Boston 
Opera House, 539 Washington St, 
Boston | $35-$162 | 617.695.6955 or 
www. bostonballet.org 


SATURDAY 
BOSTON BALLET | See listing for Fri 


SUNDAY 
BOSTON BALLET | See listing for Fri 


THURSDAY 
BOSTON BALLET | See listing for Fri 
Continued on p 40 


BOSTON'S #1 JAZZ CLUB! 
November 27-28 8pm & 10pm 


CHRISTIAN McBRIDE 
INSIDE STRAIGHT 


Featuring pianist Eric Reed, alto 
saxophonist Steve Wilson, drummer 
Carl Allen & vibraphonist Warren Wolf. 
December 1 8pm 
The Berkiee Artist Series: Vocalist 


GABRIELLE GOODMAN 
& FRIENDS 
December 2 8pm & 10pm Dancehall 
8pm & 10pm WED Hot Salsa Wednesdays 
Temporada Latina 

8pm & 10pm Viernes de Vacilon 
40n the Floor 
Salsa Sundays 

Sunday Jazz Brunch 


12.06 Patricia Adams 


| There's a Fire in that Kitchen.” 
Tue-Sat 5 


Mainstage 


11-27 In House 
28 Mainstage Closed 
Berklee Concert Jazz Orchestra 
World Wednesdays 
Temporada Latina 
Mainstage Closed 
2.05 Samba Tremeterra 


December 3 


JOHNNY 
HOLLY COLE 


“Tee Night Before Christmas” 


nber 5 8pm & 10pm 


MONTY ALEXANDER 
HARLEM KINGSTON EXPRESS 


DouBLETREE GUEST SUITES 
Storrow Dr. & Mass Pike Exit 
Call for Tickets & Info at: 617-562-4111 
Order on-line at www.scullersjazz.com 


CREATSCOTTBOSTON.COM 
Thu 11.26.09 
All Are Weicome 

Happy Thanksgiving! 

All Ages 12pm Free!! 
Fri 11.27.09 

The Pill - DJs Ken & Michael V. 

21+ 9pm $5.00 


Fri 11.27.09 
Anderson Comedy Group: 
NSFW Video Showcase at The Gas 
with Stand up and comedy videos 
by local filmmakers and comedians 
18+ 7pm $5.00 


Sat 11.28.09 
Acaro + Colepitz 
The Empire Shati Fall Acerose 
Stoic + 21+ 9pm $10.00 


Sun 11.29.09 
The Brooklyn What 
This Biue Heaven + St. Helena 
Ashpark + 18+ 9pm $8.00 


Mon 11.30.09 
For Sleeping Or Jumping 
okCAPTAIN - Southern Belle 
18+ 9pm $7.00 


Tue 12.01.09 
Bearstronaut (CD Release) 
18+ 9pm $9.00 


Wed 12.02.09 
Gil Mantera’s Party Dream 
Crystal Understanding 
18+ 9pm $10.00 


1222 Commonweath Ave 
 Alllston, MA 02134 
117-566-9014 


(617) 676-0687 


Off 
Day Sale 


Friday 11/27- Monday 11/30 


Open days week 


1760 Massachusetts Ave 
Cambridge, 02140 
between Porter & Harvard 8q 
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READINGS 


SATURDAY 
JEANINE PENZO AND PAT HAR- 


MONDAY 
PHIL FRIED AND KAREN CHASE 


TUESDAY 


LOTMAN 
ROBERT POLITO Holly 


WEDNESDAY 


STEVE ALMOND | Thu W 


THURSDAY 
HAROLD EVANS JASON 


- a 


n, Ca 


CAROLYN HART ano KATHERE we 
WALL PAGE Merry, 


nR 


TALKS 


TUESDAY 

“BORROWING BLUE- 
PRINTS: BIOMIMICRY AND THE 
ART WELL-ADAPTED DESIGN” 


W 
“SEEING AIDS” 


WEDNESDAY 
“AUTOIMMUNITY AND DISEASE: 
WHEN THE BODY ATTACKS 
ITSELF” 


Free 
harvard .edu 
“FAULT LINES: REPAIRING THE 
CRACKS IN THE GLOBAL ECONO- 
MY" | With m Ra 


e Berger, F 


Raghu 
Niall Fergu 


te S 


“FULL EQUALITY AND HOW 
GET 


CLAAD 


“STORYTELLING IN THE 
TRONIC ERA” | With 


“TEACHING ACROSS THE 
PLINES THE HARVARD ART 
MUSEUM” | With Kelsey McNiff 


THURSDAY 
COLLOQUIUM ON OBAMA'S IDEN- 
TITY | Sche iscuss the presi 


THERE VALUE YOUR OLD 
AND RARE 


k SH 


h the 


Kenneth Closs 


300.44 


“POPS: A LIFE OF LOUIS 
ARMSTRONG" | 


“TEAPOT IN A TEMPEST: THE 
BOSTON TEA PARTY OF 1773, 
PART 1” | With Tufts professor 

amin Carp | 12:15 Old 

h Meeting House, 310 Wash 

on St, Boston | $5 | 617.482.6439 


WORLD VIEWS” | With PBS host 


EVENTS 


FRIDAY 
CULTURAL SURVIVAL BAZAAR 


MUSIC SERIES 


617 747- visit berkleeb 


lee box 


fice through 


AMERICAN ROOTS: 

MARK O’CONNOR MEETS BERKLEE 
Nith Mark O’Connor—one the most 
imaginative artists working music 
today—in residence, Berklee celebrates 
American and roots music, O’Connor 
performs with bluegrass groups and 
full orchestra. Produced Matt Glaser. 
Show 8:15 p.m. 


LADY GAGA the Wang Tuesday and Wednesday. 


and demos | Fri-Sun 


ANS DINED IN 1809” 
hanksgiving tour | 7 pr 

Wace, 52 Core St, Walthar 

781.894.2798 

SING- ALONG MARY POPPIES 


Historic 


lus ac 
Sat 10:30 ar 


SATURDAY 

BOSTON HANDMADE DOWN- 
TOWN OPENING WEEKEND 
EVENT Celebrat 


CULTURAL SURVIVAL BAZAAR 
See listing for Fri 
SING-ALONG MARY POPPINS | 
See listing for Fri 


SUNDAY 

CULTURAL SURVIVAL BAZAAR | 
See listing for Fri 

SING-ALONG MARY POPPINS | See 
listing for Fri 


WEDNESDAY 

VOU ONLY LIVE ONCE | “Radical 
Movie Night” | 7 pm | Lucy Parsons 
Center, 549 Columbus Ave, Boston | 
Free | 617.267.6272 


THURSDAY 

BRAZILIAN TASTING CELEBRA- 
TION | Small dishes, caipirinhas, 
and culinary education with Slow 
Food Boston and MAPS | 6:30 pm 
Massachusetts of Portu 
eakers, 1046 Cambridge St, 
Cambridge | $20 | info@slowfood 
boston.com 


guese S 


GAY LESBIAN 


THURSDAY 
QUEERAOKE | Dancing, singing, 
ostumes, and Women’s Dance 
Night with DJ Summer's Eve | 10 


Midway Café, 
ton St, Jama 
617.524.9038 


FRIDAY 


Milky Way at the Brewe 
7 a Plain 
dyker 


t, Jamai 
www 


SATURDAY 
BOSTON GAY AND LESBIAN 


17.852.4042 
CAV SATURDAYS @ EPIC | Bos 
ton’s largest gay dar 
turns to its La 
Chus & Ceball 
of Blues, 15 La 


$15 | www 


MONDAY 
DIRTY MONDAY DsM Div 


arty re 
s, with 
House 


ston 


QUEER TANGO | 

Argentine tango 

mediates 6-7:30 p 

and practica 7:30-9 pr 

racy Center, 45 Mount Auburn St, 
Cambridge | $5-$10 beginners; $15 
intermediate | www. queertango 
boston.com 


TUESDAY 

QUEER CIRCUS | Cay Twister, 
Horny Jeopardy, and dance-with- 
the-drag-queen contest hosted by 
Eileen Dover | 10 pm-2 am | Ma 
chine, 1254 Boylston St, Boston | $12 
| 617.818.1929 


WEDNESDAY 
LATINO NIGHT | 9 pm 
Nightclub, 100 Wa 
ton | $10 | 617. 422.004 


THURSDAY 
QUEERAOKE See listing 


ous Thurs 


Rumor 


ton St, Bos 


or previ 


HOLIDAYS 


SATURDAY 

DOWNTOWN CROSSING HOLIDAY 
MARKET | Handmade gifts, art, 
fresh baked gooc d other local 


products | Sat + Mc hurs 11 am-7 


pm; Sun noon-6 pm | Summer St 
{across from Macy's], Boston | Free | 
www. bostonpublicmarket.org 
HARVARD SQUARE HOLIDAY 
CRAFT FAIR | Alrernative mar 
ketplace of local and world crafts, 
clothing, and art | Sat 10 am-7 pm; 
Sun noon-6 pm | First Unitarian 
Church, 3 Church St, Cambridge | 
Free | 413.625.9779 
LOWELL CITY OF LIGHTS PA- 
RADE AND HOLIDAY ARTS 
STROLL | Holiday parade with 
ighter Micky Ward and ill 

n of JFK Plaza, Christmas 
trees, and the Winterfest Count 
down clock; shopping, activities, 
and holid. ats downtown | 
Noon-4 art str 

Locations around Lowell 

978.446.7162 
SPARKLEFEST KICK-OFF AND 
ANNUAL HOLIDAY TREE LIGHT- 
ING | With live music, food, and 
Santa Claus | § pm | Charles Hotel, 
1 Bennett St, Cambridge | Free; 
unwrapped-gift donations appreci 
ated | www.charleshotel.com 


SUNDAY 
DOWNTOWN CROSSING HOLIDAY 
MARKET | See listing for Sat 
HARVARD SQUARE HOLIDAY 
CRAFT FAIR | See lis 


MONDAY 
DOWNTOWN CROSSING HOLIDAY 
MARKET | See listing for Sat 


TUESDAY 
DOWNTOWN CROSSING HOLIDAY 
MARKET | See listing for Sat 


WEDNESDAY 
DOWNTOWN CROSSING HOLIDAY 
MARKET | See listing for Sat 


THURSDAY 
BROOKLINE FIRST LIGHT FES- 
TIVAL | Scavenger hunt, raffle, 
shopping, and holiday festivities 
| 5-8 pm | Coolidge Corner, Put 
terham Circle, St. Mary's Station, 
and Washington Square, Brookline 
| Free | www. brooklinema. gov, 
firstlight 
HOLIDAY WREATH WORKSHOP 
| Make your own custom wreath | 
10 am | Mt. Auburn Cemetery, 580 
Mount Auburn St, Cambridge | $20 
| 617.607.1981 
MSPCA-ANGELL HOLIDAY TREE 
LIGHTING TO SUPPORT LOW- 
INCOME PET CARE | Benefit with 
holiday music by the New England 
Conservatory singers, refresh 
ments, and gifts for sale | 5:30 pm 
Prudential Center, Huntington 
Ave entrance, Boston | Donations 
appreciated | www. mspca.org 
holidaytree 
DOWNTOWN CROSSING HOLIDAY 
MARKET | See listing for Sat 


for Sat 


aud 
— am if 
Odds Bodkin and Harva klor 
1S) ambridge | Free | www.cam 
Cambridge | Free | 617.495.9400 
Nature} | 6:3 and new political realities | 4:15 
Educa pm | Harvard Art 2 pm | Boston Public Library 
Mass A Sct A e Amphitheatre 
Cae M Bivd. Boston | Free Rich Steves | 6 pm | Boston Public ae 
ees k Dobbin, and Square, Boston | Free | 617.536.5400 10 am-6 pm | Cambridge College, Plain | $5 bit 
oe) A Pt 6 pm | Harvard 1000 Mass Ave, Cambridge | Free Eats 
Harvard Book torium, Quincy St, Cam “NOT ANOTHER BITE! WINED 
Mass Ave, Cambrid FOURTH FRIDAYS With salsa 
instructor Liz Nania | 9 pm-1 am 
‘} dent Jarrett T. Barrios | 4 pm | Car A $6; $10 arelth 
for the Visual Arts a light 
3 St, Cambridge | Free Visiting artisans from Africa, com 
Asia, and the Americas sell hand ics, p e parade|Fri+Sun PURE: FRIDAYS) Lesbian dance 
Papel, = 5 plus music, presentations gent Theatre 7 Medford St, Arling Top 40 music | 8:30 pm-2 am | Pearl eee 
he us ton | $12.50 | 781.646.4849 Nightclub, 75 Warrenton St, Boston ioe 
$8 before midnight; $10 after 
617.542.4077 
arts and crafts, with refreshments 
and music | 5-8 pm | Boston Hand First Church Of jamaica Piain, 
made Callery, 505 Washington St, 6 Eliot St, Jamaica Plain | $10 
Boston | Free | www. bostonhand 
made.org 
Almada's documentary | 2 pm 
(ee Institute of Contemporary Art, 100 Rae 
Northern Ave, Boston | $10; $8 stu 
dents, seniors | 617.478.3103 christ presents.com 
ror ticket pc.com f Yulene Olaizola’s documentary es 
; fie” - fa ketmaster 4 pm | Institute of Contempo and Dj Susan Esthera host drag pees 
rary Art, 100 Northern Ave, Bos omedy show 10 5 2am | Ma 
ton | $20: $8 etudents. seniors hine, 1254 Boyiston St, Boston | $12 
ee cae } ton | $10; $8 students, senior hine, 1254 Boylston St, E n|$ ie 
J a 
ff 


101.7 


g 
2 
= 


GALLERIES 


allenes free, un 
the hours 
open Dy appoint 


nm, except where 


wise noted 
here, many galienes 
ent Callenes are on Bost 


erwise 


NEWBURY STREET/ 
BACK BAY 
ACME FINE 617585 


ALPHA GALLERY 


Dav 


i Kapp 
617 2470610 


ARDEN GALLERY | 6 0610 
wry St | Mon-Sat 11 am-s:30 


Bonnin | Through Nov 


30: Robert C. Jackson 
ART ASYLUM BOSTON | 6: 


artasylumbos 


AXELLE FINE ARTS | 617450 0 
91 Newbury St | Sat-Sun 10 am-6 
Through Dec 6: Michel Delacroix 
BARBARA KRAKOW GALLERY 
617.26 30 | 10 Newbury St | Tues-Sat 


Nov 28-Dec 19: Ann 


Exhibition | Thr 


1 AI rough 
an 12: Michael Mazur 
COPLEY SOCIETY OF ART 


vembers at artist recep 
rough Dec 23: Cail Sauter 
“Holiday Small 


GALLERY NAGA | 617267 9060 | 67 
Newbury St | Tues-Sat 10 am-s p 
Through Dec 19: Cerry Bergstein 
ements of Style” 
GOETHE-INSTITUT BOSTON | 
2 170 Beacon St | Mon-Fri 
Sat 10 am-1 pm | Through 
Moments in Time 1989/1990" 
Multimedia Exhibit 
JUD! ROTENBERG GALLERY 
6174371518 | 130 Newbury St | Tues-Sat 
10 am-6 pm | Through Dec 23: Brian 
Knep 
MILLER BLOCK GALLERY | 
617.536.4650 | 38 Newbury St | Tues-Sat 
ul am-6 pm | Through Dec 5: Yu-Wen 
Wu: “Self-Similar” 
PANOPTICON GALLERY BOSTON | 
Hote! Commonwealth | 617.267 8929 
502 Comm Ave | Tues-Fri 10 am-6 
pm; Sat 11 am-5 pm | Through Jan 12: 
“Harold Feinstein: A Retrospective” 
PUCKER GALLERY | 617.267.9473 | 171 
Newbury St | Mon-Sat 10 am-s5:30 pm; 
Sun 10:30 am-s pm | Through Nov 30 
Roger Bowman: “Imagined Reality” | 
Mark Davis: “Gathering Energy” 
QUIDLEY AND COMPANY | 
617450 4300 | 118 Newbury St | Mon 
Fri 10 am-6 pm; Sat 1o am-s pm; Sun 
noon-4 pm [Through Dec 24: Sergio 
Roffo 
ROLLY-MICHAUX GALLERY | 
617.536.9898 | 230 Dartmouth St 
Tues-Sat 1 am-s pm | Through Nov 
28: Robert Castagna: “Lombra dell’ 
Italia The Shadow of Italy” 
THOMAS KINKADE NEWBURY 
STREET GALLERY | 866.639.2879 | 221 
Newbury St | Mon-Sat 10 am-8 pm; 
Sun noon-6 pm | Ongoing: more than 
100 limited-edition canvas litho- 
graphs by Thomas Kinkade 


SOUTH END 

BOSTON SCULPTORS GALLERY | 
617482 778) | 486 Harrison Ave | Wed 
Sun noon-6 pm | Through Dec 20: 
Peter DeCamp Haines. “Elements 


gar 


Dec uf 


MORE ART LISTINGS 
“ATTRACTIONS” 


THEPHOENIX.COM 


1a Dodson: “El 


ephant Tribe 
BROMFIELD GALLERY | 617451 3605 
450 Harrison Ave | Wed-Sat noon-s 
> Dec 2-20: “12 x 12 Holiday Show” 
gh Nov 28: Adria Arch 
Cary Duehr: “Interstices” 
CARROLL AND SONS | 617482 2477 
450 Harrison Ave | Call for hours | 
ugh Nov 28: Robert Amesbury 
20: Raul C 
e (It Mig’ 
Been)” 
CHASE GALLERY | 617.859.7222 | 450 
~ n Ave #57 | Tues-Sat 1 am-6 
4 pm | Dec 2-31: Holly 
rough Nov 29: Rob Doug 
las: “Brood of Desire” 
GALATEA FINE ART | 617838 8929 
www galateaart org | 4608 Harrison 
Ave | Wed-Fri noon-6 pm; Sat-Sun 
noon-s5 pm | Through Nov 28: Inaugu 
ral Member's Exhibition 
GALLERY KAYAFAS | 617482 041) 
450 Harrison Ave, #37 | Tues-Sat 1 
Through Nov 28: Au 
“Data Bearers” | Caleb 
Charland: “Demonstrations” 
GURARI COLLECTIONS | 617 3679800 
460 Harrison Ave, 8-16 | Tues-Sat 
11 am-6:30 pm; Sun noon-s pm or 
by apps ment | Through Dec 20 
Wendy Artin: “Columnae” 
HOWARD YEZERSKI GALLERY | 
17.262.0550 | 450 Harrison Ave, #201 
Tues-Sat 10 am-5:30 pm | Through 
Jan 5: john O'Reilly: “Art from Four 
Decades 
KINGSTON GALLERY | 617423 4113 
450 Harrison Ave #42 | Wed-Sun 
noon-5 pm | Dec 2-27: Cail Erwin 
Shadow Shift” | Reception Dec 4: 5 
7:30 pm | Through Nov 29: Elif Sover 
“nk” 
SAMSON PROJECTS | 617.357.7177 | 
450 Harrison Ave | Wed-Sat 11 am-6 
pm | Through Dec 5: Matthew Rich 
“IRE & ICE” 
SOPRAFINA GALLERY | 617.728.0770 | 
5S Thayer St | Wed-Sat 11 am-5:30 pm 
or by appointment | Through Nov 28: 
Marjorie Forte 
STEVEN ZEVITAS GALLERY | 
617.778.5265 | 450 Harrison Ave #47 | 
Tues-Sat 13 am-s pm | Through Nov 
28: David X Levine 
VESSELS GALLERY | 617424 6700 
8 Union Park St | Tues-Fri 1 am-6 
pm; Sat 10-6 pm; Sun 11 am-s pm | 
Through Nov 26: “Clay, Cloth, Col- 
laboration” 
GALERIA VILLA VICTORIA 
CENTER FOR THE ARTS | 6179271707 
| 8S West Newton St | Thurs-Fri 4-7 
pm; Sat 1-4 pm | Through Dec 19: 
“Paredes en Fuego: Walls on Fire” | 
Callery Talk Dec 2: 6-8 pm 


OTHER BOSTON 
NEIGHBORHOODS 
ATLANTIC WORKS GALLERY | 
617.568.1294 | 80 Border St, East Boston 
| Fri-Sat 2-6 pm and by appointment | 
Through Nov 28: “Corpus Callosum: 
10,000 Drawings by Michael St. 
Cermain” 

AXIOM GALLERY | 617.953.6413 | 141 
Green St, jamaica Plain | Tues 2-5 pm; 
Wed 6-9 pm; Thurs 2-9 pm; Sat 2-5 
pm and by appointment | Through 
Dec 19: “Riders on the Train” 
DISTILLERY GALLERY | 978.270.1904 

| 516 East Second St, South Boston | 
Mon-Sat 9 am-s pm | Through Dec 30: 
Dan McCole 

FORT POINT ARTS COMMUNITY 
GALLERY | 617423 4299 | 300 Sum- 
mer St | Mon-Wed 9 am-3:30 pm; 
Thurs-Fri 9 am-10 pm; Sat 5-10 pmj| 
Through Dec m: Megan McNaught + 
Christina Pitsch: “Patterned Tactic(s)” 
LAMONTAGNE GALLERY | 
617.464.4640 | 555 East Second St. 
South Boston | Wed-Sat 11 am-6 pm | 
Dec 3-6: NADA Art Fair | Through Dec 


drey Coidstein 


23: Julia Hechtman: “I Wish, | Wish” 

Laura Harrison: “Crypto Egypto” 
PROOF GALLERY | 508.963.9102 | 516 
East Second St, South Boston | Thurs- 
Sat noon-5 pm and by appointment | 
Through Dec 5: Carrie Cunderdorf + 
Melissa Oresky: “Streaking” 


CAMBRIDGE 
SOMERVILLE/ 
WATERTOWN 

CAMBRIDGE ART ASSOCIATION | | 
617.876.0246 | 25 Lowell St, Cambridge | 
Tues-Sat 1 am-5 pm | Through Jan 14: 
“RED: It's more than a color, meta- 
phor, feeling, idea, or hue,” juried 
by Cari Belz 

CAMBRIDGE MULTICULTURAL ARTS 
CENTER | 6175771400 | 41 Second St. 
Cambridge | Mon-Fri: 10:30 am-6 pm 

| Through Dec 31: Sylvia Stagg-Ciu- 
liano: “A Walk in the Past” | Through 
Jan 4: Don Gurewitz: “Myanmar: A 
Climpse of Traditional Life in Burma” 
GALLERY 263 | 781.393.0000 | 263 
Peart St, Cambridge | Fri-Sat 12: 30-6:30 
pm or by appointment | Through Dec 
yi: “Four x Six Holiday Croup Show” 
NAVE GALLERY | 617.625.4823 | Clar- 
endon Hill Presbyterian Church, 155 
Powderhouse Blvd. Somerville | Fri 6-8 
pm; Sat-Sun 1-5 pm | Dec 3-13: “The 
December Salon: An Affordable Art 
Sale” 

SACRAMENTO STREET GALLERY 

| 617.349.6287 | 20 Sacramento St 
Cambridge | Mon-Fri 10 am-5 pm; Sat 
noon-s5 pm | Through Dec 4: Small 
Works Show 2009 


BROOKLINE/NEWTON 
NEW ART CENTER IN NEWTON 

| 617.964.3424 | 61 Washington Park, 
Newtonville | Mon-Fri 9 am-5 pm; Sat- 
Sun 1-5 pm | Through Dec 13: “icons + 
altars” [107 regional artists} 


MUSEUMS 


DeCORDOVA SCULPTURE PARK + 
MUSEUM | 781.259.8355 | 51 Sandy 
Pond Rd, Lincoln | Tues-Sun 10 am-5 
pm | Admission $12; $8 students, 
seniors, ages 6-12; free for ages under 
6 | Through Jan 3: Lalla Essaydi: “Les 
Femmes du Maroc” | Jules Aarons: “In 
the Jewish Neighborhoods, 1946-76" 

| “Platform 1: Andrew Mowbray” | 
Through Oct 2010: “Out of the Box: 
Photography Portfolios from the 
Permanent Collection” | Ongoing: 
“American Vernacular” |“Pixnit: Folie 
que la nouveauté, 2008” 

INSTITUTE OF CONTEMPORARY 
ART | 617.478.3100 | 100 Northern Ave, 
Boston | Tues-Wed + Sat-Sun 10 am-5 
pm; Thurs-Fri 10 am-9 pm | Admis- 
sion $15; $10 students, seniors; free 
for ages under 17; free after 5 pm on 
“Target Free Thursday Nights” | Es- 
tablished in 1936 as the first non-col- 
lecting contemporary art institution 
in the US | Through Marth 28: R.H. 
Quaytman: “Momentum 15” | Krzysz- 
tof Wodiczko: “The Veterans Project” 
| Through July 18: “ICA Collection: In 
the Making” 

ISABELLA STEWART GARDNER 
MUSEUM | 617.566.1401 | 280 the 
Fenway, Boston | Tues-Sun 1 am-s 
pm | Admission $12; $10 seniors; $5 
students with ID; free for ages under 
18 | Built in the style of a isth-century 
Venetian palace, the museum houses 
more than 2500 art objects, with 
emphasis on Italian Renaissance 

and 17th-century Dutch works and 
highlights including works by Ciotto, 
Rembrandt, Botticelli, Raphael, Ti- 
tian, and Whistler | Free guided tours 
given Tues-Fri at 2:30 pm | Through 
Jan 31: Taro Shinoda: “Lunar Reflec- 
tions” 


MASSACHUSETTS MUSEUM OF 
CONTEMPORARY ART | 413.564.4481 
| 87 Marshall St, North Adams | Wed 
Mon 11 am-s5 pm | Admission $15; 

$11 students; $5 ages 6-16; free for 
ages five and under | Through jan 31: 
George Cochrane: “Long Time Gone” | 
Through Feb 28: “These Days: Elegies 
for Modern Times” | Through March 
31: Guy Ben-Ner | Through April 1s: 
“This Is Killing Me” | Ongoing: Fran 
sje Killaars: “Installation: Figures, 
Colors First” | Sol LeWitt: “A Wall 
Drawing Retrospective” | Ongoing: 
Christina Kubisch: “Clocktower Proj 
ect” | Bruce Odland and Sam Auinger: 
“Harmonic Bridge” | Natalie Jeremi 
jenko: “Tree Logic” | Don Crummer: 
“Primary Separation” 

MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS | 
617.267.9300 | 465 Huntington Ave, 
Boston | Sat-Tues 10 am-4:45 pm; 
Wed-Fri 10 am-9:45 pm | Admission 
$17; $15 students, seniors; free for 
ages 7-17 and under during non- 
school hours [otherwise $6.50); free 
for ages 6 and under | Through Dec 
31: “RSVP: Jim Lambie” | Through 
Feb 21: “Contemporary Outlook: 
Seeing Songs” | Through March 7: 
“Echoes of Heian Kyo: Court Culture 
in the Floating World” | Through 
April 11: “Glorious Beasts in Persian 
Painting” | Through May 16: “The 
Secrets of Tomb 10A: Egypt 2000 
BC” | Through May 23: “Tibet/China 
Confluences” | Through May 31 
“Luxuries from Japan: Cultural 
Exchange in the 17th and 18th Cen. 
turies” | “Patterns of Long Ago: 
Reflections of China in Japanese No 
Costume” 

PEABODY ESSEX MUSEUM | 
978.745.9500 | East india Square, 161 
Essex St, Salem | Tues-Sun 10 am-5 
pm | Admission $15; $13 seniors; $11 
students; free for ages 16 and under 

| Through Jan 4: “Perfect Imbalance: 
Exploring Chinese Aesthetics” | 
Through Feb 7: “Rare Bird of Fashion: 
The Irreverent Iris Apfel” | Valérie Be- 
lin: “Made Up” | Through March 21: 
“ReVisions: Indian Artists Engaging 
Traditions” | Through May 1: “Trash 
Menagerie” | Through Dec 31, 2010: 
“Fish, Silk, Tea, Bamboo: Cultivating 
an Image of China” 

PEABODY MUSEUM OF ARCHAEOL- 
OGY AND ETHNOLOGY | 617.496.1027 

| 11 Divinity Ave, Cambridge | Daily 9 
am-5 pm | $9; $7 students, seniors; 
$6 ages 18 and under; free for ages 3 
and under; free Sun 9 am-noon and 
Wed 3-5 pm; Wed 3-5 pm | Through 
Dec 31: “Storied Walls: Murals of the 
Americas” | Through jan 30: “Digging 
Veritas: The Archaeology and History 
of the Indian College and Student Life 
at Colonial Harvard” | Through April 
30: Samina Quraeshi: “Sacred Spaces: 
Reflections on a Sufi Path” | “Masked 
Festivals of Canton Bo, Southwest 
Ivory Coast” | 

SOMERVILLE MUSEUM | 617.666.9810 
| 1 Westwood Rd, Somerville | Thurs 2-7 
pm; Fri + Sun 2-5 pm; Sat noon-s pm | 
Through Dec 13: “Mosaic Voices” 
WORCESTER ART MUSEUM | 
508.799.4406 | SS Salisbury St, Worces- 
ter | Wed-Fri + Sun 11 am-5 pm; Sat 
10 am-5 pm; third Thurs 1 am-8 pm 
| Admission $10; $8 seniors, students 
with ID; free for ages 17 and under; 
free admission Sat 10 am-noon | 
Through March: David john Attyah 
and S.A. Bachman: “Wall at WAM: 
Actions Speak, THINK ACAIN” 


SCHOOLS 
UNIVERSITIES 


BOSTON COLLEGE | McMullen Mu- 
seum | 617.552.8100 | Chestnut Hill 


| Mon-Fri 1 am-4 pm; Sat-Sun, 
noon-5 pm | Through Dec 13: “First 
Hand: Civil War Era Drawings from 
the Becker Collection” 

BOSTON UNIVERSITY | Boston Uni- 
versity Art Gallery | 617.353.3329 | 855 
Comm Ave Boston | Tues-Fri 11 am-5 
pm | Sat-Sun 1-5 pm | Through Jan 17: 
“Drawing Toward Home: Designs for 
Domestic Architecture from Historic 
New England” 

BRANDEIS UNIVERSITY | Rose Art 
Museum | 781.736.3434 | 415 South St 
Waltham | Wed, Fri-Sun noon-5 pm 

| Thurs noon-8 pm | Admission $3; 
free for ages 12 and under | Through 
May 23: “The Rose at Brandeis: 
Works from the Collection” 
HARVARD UNIVERSITY | Cambridge 
— Cabot Science Library | 617.496.5534 
| Science Center, 1 Oxford St | Mon- 
Thurs 8:30 am-midnight; Friday 
8:30 am-6 pm; Sat noon-1o pm; 

Sun 10 am-midnignt | Through Jan 
29: “Weather Control: Pluviculture, 
Cloud Seeding and Climate Engi 
neering” 

— Carpenter Center for the Visual Arts 
| 617.495.3251 | 24 Quincy St | Mon- 

Sat 9 am-11 pm; Sun noon-11 pm | 
Through Dec 23: “ACT UP New York: 
Activism, Art, and the AIDS Crisis, 
1987-1993" 

— Harvard Art Museum | 617.495.9400 
| 485 Broadway | Mon-Sat 10 am-5 
pm; Sun 1-5 pm | Through Jan 17: 
“The Western Tradition: Art since 
the Renaissance” | Ongoing: “Re- 
View” [overview of works for the 
Harvard Art Museum's three mu- 
seums, the Fogg Museum, Busch 
Reisinger Museum, and Arthur M. 
Sackler Museum} 

— Harvard Museum of Natural Histo- 
ry | 617.495.3045 | Oxford + Everett Sts 
| Daily 9 am-s5 pm | Admission $9; $7 
seniors; $6 students; free for ages 3 
and under; free for Massachusetts 
residents Sun 9 am-noon + Wed 3-5 
pm | Through March 28: “Language 
of Color” 

— Houghton Library | 617.495.2509 | 
Harvard Yard near Mass Ave + Quincy 
St | Mon-Fri 9 am-5 pm; Sat 9 am-1 
pm | Dec 1-April 24: “London As It 
Is” | Through April: “John Keats and 
Fanny Brawne” 

— Pusey Library | 617.495.2509 | Har- 
vard Yard near Mass Ave + Quincy St | 
Mon-Fri 10 am-4 pm | Through Nov 
30: “Cleams of a Remoter World: 
Mapping the European Alps” | 
Through Dec 18: “Looking Up: Cel- 
ebrating the International Year of 
Astronomy 2009” | Through Aug 31: 
“Roosevelt Reading: The Pigskin Li- 
brary, 1909-1910” 
MASSACHUSETTS COLLEGE OF ART 
AND DESIGN | 617.232.1555 | Tower 
Bidg, 621 Huntington Ave, Boston | 
Mon-Tues + Thurs-Sat noon-6 pm; 
Wed noon-8 pm 

— Sandra and David Bakalar Gallery | 
617.879.7333 | Mon, Tues, Thurs, and 
Fri noon-6 pm | Wedio am-8 pm{ 
Sat noon-5 pm | Through Dec 5: Mary 
McFadden: “Coddesses” 

— Stephen D. Paine Galery | Mon, 
Tues, Thurs, and Fri noon-6 pm | 
Wed 10 am-8 pm | Sat noon-5 pm 

| Through Nov 28: Alec Soth: “Dog 
Days Bogota” 

MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF 
TECHNOLOGY | Cambridge 

— List Visual Arts Center | 
617.253.4680 | 20 Ames St, Building 
E15 | Tues-Wed + Fri-Sun noon-6 pm; 
Thurs noon-8 pm | Through Jan 3: 
“Tobias Putrih & MOS: Without Out” 


(Sung Hwan Kish: “Summer Days in 


Keijo, Written in 1937” 

— Media Test Wail | 617.253.4400 | 
Whitaker Bidg No. 56 | Open daily, 24 
hours | Through Nov 29: David Van 
Tieghem: “Ear to the Cround” 


“PATTERNED 
TACTIC(S)” 
combines the 
work painter 
Megan McNaught 
and sculptor 
Christina Pitsch 
at Fort Point 
Arts Community 
Gallery. 


— MIT Museum | 617.253.4444 | 265 
Mass Ave | Daily 10 am-s pm | Admis 
sion $7.50; $3 for seniors, students, 
and ages 5-18 | Ongoing: “Sampling 
MIT” |“Mind and Hand: The Making 
of MIT Scientists and Engineers” | 
“Robots and Beyond: Exploring Arti 
ficial Intelligence at MIT” | “Hologra- 
phy: The Light Fantastic” | “Cestural 
Engineering: The Sculpture of Ar- 
thur Ganson” | “Flashes of Inspira- 
tion: The Work of Harold Edgerton” | 
“Learning Lab: The Cell” 

— Wolk Gallery | 617.253.7334 | Room 
7-338, 77 Mass Ave | Mon-Fri 9 am-s5 
pm | Through Jan 22: “Dislocated 
City: Berlin Photographs by Angus 
Boulton” 

NEW ENGLAND INSTITUTE OF ART 
| 617.733.1700 | 303 Boylston St, Brook- 
line | Mon-Sun 9 am-7 pm | Through 
Dec 7: Amy Montali 

NEW ENGLAND SCHOOL OF PHO- 
TOGRAPHY | Gallery One | 6174371868 
| 537 Comm Ave, Boston | Mon-Fri 

9 am-s pm | Through Jan 8: Tony 
Donovan 

NORTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY | 
617.373.2249 | Boston 

— Gallery 360 | 360 Huntington Ave 

| Mon-Fri 10 am-7 pm; Sat 1-6 pm | 
Through Dec 4: “Is Everything Black 
and White?” 

PHOTOGRAPHIC RESOURCE CEN- 
TER AT BOSTON UNIVERSITY | 
617.353.0600 | 832 Comm Ave, Boston 
| Tues-Fri 10 am-6 pm; Thurs 10 
am-8 pm; Sat-Sun noon-s5 pm | $3; $2 
students, seniors | Through Jan 24: 
Leopold Godowsky Jr., Color Photog- 
raphy Awards 

PINE MANOR COLLEGE | Hess Gallery 
| 617.731.7157 | 400 Heath St, Chestnut 
Hill | Mon-Thurs 8 am-10 pm; Fri 

8 am-s pm; Sat-Sun noon-s5 pm | 
Through Jan 27: Maria Magdalena 
Campos-Pons: “Works on Paper” 
RHODE ISLAND SCHOOL OF DE- 
SIGN | Museum of Art | 401.454.6500 
| 224 Benefit St, Providence, RI | 
Tues-Sun 10 am-5 pm | Admission 
$8; $5 seniors; $3 students, ages 
5-18 | Through Dec 6: “Indonesia 
and the Zone of Attraction: Textiles 
from the Permanent Collection” | 
Through Jan 3: Joe Deal | Arnie Zim- 
merman and Tiago Montepegado: 
“Inner City” | “The Brilliant Line: 
Following the Early Modern En- 
graver, 1480-1650” | Through Feb 28: 
“Nature/Artifice” | Through March 
28: Avish Khebrehzadeh | Through 
April 18: Carey Young | Through July 
ji: “Mountains and Rivers: Scenic 
Views of Japan” 

SIMMONS COLLEGE | Trustman Art 
Gallery | 617.521.2268 | 300 the Fenway, 
Boston | Mon-Fri 10 am-4:30 pm 

| Through Dec 9: “The Chair, the 
Clove and the Envelope . . . Uncover- 
ing the Process: Drawings by Bill 
Flynn” 

TUFTS UNIVERSITY | Art Gallery| 
617.627.3518 | 40R Talbot Ave, Medford 
| Tues-Wed + Fri-Sun 11 am-5 pm; 
Thurs 11 am-8 pm | Dec 3-20: MFA 
Thesis Exhibition, with works by 
Robert Goss-Kennedy + Allison Maria 
Rodriguez + Jack W. Schneider + 
Ying-Huei Wu | Gallery Talk Dec 3: 5 
pm | Reception Dec 3: 5:30-8 pm 
UMASS-BOSTON | Grossmann Gal- 
lery | 617.287.7988 | 100 Morrissey 

Bivd, Boston | Mon-Fri 10 am-6 pm | 
Through Dec 31: Ryan Foley: “Neon 
Waterloo” 

WELLESLEY COLLEGE | Davis Muse- 
um and Cultural Center | 781.283.2051 
| 106 Central St, Wellesley | Mqn-Fri 
8:15 am-7 pm; Sat-Sun noon-5 pm 

| Through Dec 13: “21 Etchings and - 
Poems” | “Cell Tango” | Ongoing: 
Kiki Smith: “The Artist-As-Curator” 
| “American Art” | “Stories, Ideals, 
Beliefs” | “Perceiving Space in Art” 
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HILD'S CHRISTMAS IN WALES 


s’ Theatre and 
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ephen Libby, 
D. Murphy, and 


on Center for 


ar 23 | Cur 
Tues-Wed [December 2 
hurs [December 17] | 8 pm 
28) + 8 pm Sat | 2 pm Sur 
students 
oneham 
harles-Dickens 
s with this version 
ad by Diego Arci: 
Kuttner as Bob Cratchit, 
as Tiny T Leigh Barre 
as Past, Gerard Slatt 
the Ghost of Christ 
zanne Nitter as Mrs. C 


of Chns' 


tion of the third Spirit, so we're assum 
he Ghost of Christmas Yet To Come 
laying itself. Birgitta Victorson 
Stoneham Theatre, 395 Main 
St, Stoneham | 781.279.2200 | November 
27-Decermber 27 | Curtain 7 pm Wed-Fri 
no Christm mias Day] | 3 
+7 pm Sa un | $44-$48; 
$40-$42 seniors; $20 students 
DEATH BY CHOCOLATE | Shear Mad 
ness company member Mike Dorval 
reprises this show detailing his 
“one-man, 30-year, 110-pound odys 
sey of cake, candy, and a few things 
he learned between meals.” | Boston 
Center for the Arts Plaza Black Box 
Theatre, 539 Tremont St, Boston | 
617.426.5000 | November 27~December 
18 | Curtain 8 pm Fri | 6 + 8 pm Sat | 2 
pm Sun | $29 
THE LONG CHRISTMAS DINNER ano 
THE HAPPY JOURNEY | Common- 
wealth Shakespeare Company presents 
a script-in-hand reading of these two 
pre-Our Town Thornton Wilder plays, 
with Dan Domingues, Chris Bannow, 
Rebekkah Maggor, and Gossip Girl's 
Zuzanna Szadkowski, with Maggor 
directing. | Boston Center for the Arts 
Calderwood Pavilion, 527 Tremont St, 
Boston | 617.426.0863 | November 30 | 
Curtain 7 pm Mon | Free; donations 
accepted 
OBAMA MIA | Musical political sati- 
rists the Capitol Steps make their more 
or less annual Thanksgiving weekend 
visit to Cambridge with a new show 
featuring an appearance by Skip Cates 
tough guy “Officer Crowley,” “seasonal 
favorites” from the Steps’ new CD, 
Barracking Around the Christmas Tree, and 
the government-bailout ditty “Help Me 
Honda.” | Sanders Theatre, 45 Quincy 
St, Cambridge | 617.496.2222 | Novem- 
ber 28 | Curtain 5 + 8 pm | $29-$38 
SHIPWRECKED! | Or, to be precise, 
Shipwrecked! An Entertainment: The Amazing 
Adventures of Louis de Rougemont (As Told by 
Himself). At age 16, we're told, “Louis 
de Rougemont leaves his sickbed 
and London home, vowing to see the 
world. As he climbs aboard a ship of 
pearl divers, a typhoon hits, leaving 
him stranded on an island. Thirty 
years later, hailed as a hero, he returns 
to Victorian London with a tale so 
amazing it's hard to believe it is true.” 
The Lyric Stage presents the New Eng- 
land premiere of Donald Margulies’s 
based-in-fact tale, which Charles 
Isherwood in the New York Times hailed 
as “magical theatrical sleight of hand.” 
Shakespeare and Company stalwart 


directs 


as Eve or Ch 
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NOW PLAYING 


BEST OF BOTH WORLDS | The Ameri 
can Repertory Theater makes its first 
Loeb Drama Cer 
season wi 
book and 
music by Obi 
Part of r 
Paulus’s “Shakespeare 
ath ip from the New Yor 
This rousing musical has taken the 

plot from The Winter'sTale, tossed out 
anything resembling Shakespearean 
language, and achieved a hypnotic ef- 
fect with musical numbers that leave 
the audience whooping” — so never 
mind that the language is the best 
part of any Shakespeare play and just 
enjoy the R&B and gospel treats. The 
cast includes Gregg Baker, Mary Bond 
Davis Jeanette Bayardelle; Paulus 
herself d Loeb Drama Center, 
64 Brattle St, Cambrid: 617.547.8300 

Through January 3 | Curtain 7:30 pm 
Tues-Wed | 2 pm [December 31] + 7:30 
pm (no Thanksgiving Day or Christ 
mas Eve] Thurs | 8 pm [no Christmas 
Day] Fri | 2 pm [no November 28] + 8 
pm Sat | 2 + 7:30 pm [no evening No 
vernber 29 or January 3] Sun | $25-$75; 
$15-$65 seniors; $20 student rush 
A CHRISTMAS CAROL | Trinity Rep- 
ertory Company's annual rendition 
of Dickens's holiday classic is down 
to one cast this year, with Timothy 
Crowe as Scrooge, Mauro Hantman 
as Bob Cratchit, Barbara Meek as the 
Chost of Christmas Past, Fred Sul- 
livan Jr. as the Ghost of Christmas 
Present, Joe Wilson Jr. as Marley, 
Rachael Warren as Fan, David Rudi 
Utter as young Scrooge, and Monica 
Willey as Belle. No mention of the 
third Spirit, so we’re assuming the 
Ghost of Christmas Yet To Come will 
be playing itself. Birgitta Victorson 
directs. | Trinity Repertory Company, 
201 Washington St, Providence, Rhode 
Island | 401.351.4242 | Through Decem- 
ber 27 | Curtain 7:30 pm Tues-Fri [no 
Thanksgiving Day or Christmas Day; 
Christmas Eve @ noon + 5 pm] | 2 + 7:30 
pm Sat | noon + 5 pm Sun | $40-$65; 
children ages 2-14 $10 
A CIVIL WAR CHRISTMAS: AN 
AMERICAN MUSICAL CELEBRATION | 
Paula Vogel's new play is set on Christ- 
mas Eve 1864, as “stories of President 
and Mrs. Lincoln, a rebel soldier, and 
an escaped slave intertwine into a 
tapestry of collective American experi- 
ence.” | Boston University Theatre, 264 
Huntington Ave, Boston | Through De- 
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1970s. | Oberon, Mass A’ 
St, Cambridge 3 
January 2| 8 pm [no Chr 

8 + 10:30 pit 
GIRLS NIGHT: THE MUSICAL | This 
girls’ night out — which got its start 
in ( Britain in 2003 and spread to 
the US in 2007 — 
in their 30s and 4os a 
their past, celebrate their present, 
and look to the future on a wild and 
hilarious night out at a karaoke bar. | 
Club Café, 209 Columbus Ave, Boston 

| 877.386.6968 | Through December 
20 | Curtain 7:30 pm Fri| 4 pm [3 pm 
December 5, 12] +7 3pm 
Sun | $55 
HEROES | Merrimack Repertory Theatre 
presents the New England premiere of 
this Tom Stoppard adaptation of the Ol 
ivier Award-win 1a by French 
playwright Gérald Sibleyras in which 
three combat survivors of World War 

I find themselves stranded, 40 years 
later, in a veterans’ home, alone with 
their injuries, their memories, a 200- 
pound stone dog, and a masochistic 
nun. Carl Forsman directs; Ken Tigar, 
Jonathan Hogan, and Tony winner Ron 
Holgate make up the cast. The approxi 
mately 90-minute performance will 
run without intermission. | Merrimack 
Repertory Theatre, 50 East Merrimack 
St, Lowell | 978.654.4MRT | Through 
December 13 | Curtain 7:30 pm Thurs 
{no Thanksgiving Day] | 8 prn Fri| 4+8 
pm Sat | 2 + 7 pm [no evening December 
13] Sun | $26-$56; $23-$51 seniors; $15 
students [balcony] 
RECKLESS | Craig Lucas'’s 1988 holi- 
day heartwarmer gets a seasonal out 
ing from SpeakEasy Stage Company. 
Wondering what Rachel’s husband is 
going to get her for Christmas? How 
about a hit man! Hubby does have 
the decency to warn her on Christ- 
mas Eve, whereupon she scrambles 
out the kitchen window and into 
the not so silent night, where both 
her resolve and her sanity are tested. 
Director Scott Edmiston connects 
the play’s surreal, unlikely stream of 
events through a recurring pageant 
in which the characters lurk and 
twirl to a sound suite by Dewey Del- 
lay that runs the gamut from mourn- 
ful and otherworldly to Macy’s-eleva- 
tor-worthy. And Marianna Bassham 
mixes a profound sadness into her 
burbling, agitated Rachel, trek- 
king in nightgown and candy-cane 
socks through a perpetual Yule that 
flings her from saccharine snugness 
through terror and tragedy (not to 
mention the Christopher Durangian 
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y relive 


30 pm Sat 


crucible of modern psychiatry) to the 
edge of redemption. The play may be 
Reckless, but the well-acted produc 
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different 


one’s experience will be 
ours included the bar 
in the school auditorium, a strobe-lit 
Black Sabbath in the basement, a stroll 
through Birmam Wood, and an u 
tling version of Lady Macbeth’ 
walking scene w t 
by a nurse in a hospital ward. | Old 
Lincoln School, 194 Boylston St 
line Village | 617.547.8300 | Througt 
January 3 | Curtain 7 + 7:20 + 7:40 pm 
T Thurs (no Thanksgiving Day or 
Christmas Eve + Sun | 7:20 + 7:40+8 
pm Fri-Sat (no Christmas Day] | $35-$39 
A TALE OF TWO CITIES | Wheelock 
Family Theatre stages this Dwayne 
Hartford adaptation of the Charles 
Dickens classic about the French Revo- 
lution and the “far, far better thing” 
than Sydney Carton had ever done be 
fore. Susan Kosoff directs. | Wheelock 
Family Theatre, 200 the Riverway, Bos 
ton | 617.879.2300 | Through November 
29 | Curtain 7:30 pm Fri | 3 pm Sat-Sun 
| $15-$25 
TRU GRACE | Underground Railway 
Theater presents a holiday double bill 
of Grace Paley’s The Loudest Voice and 
Truman Capote’s A Christmas Memory 
Both plays are set in the 1930s. In the 
first, nice Jewish girl Shirley's great 
voice lands her the plum role in the 
school play — which just happens to 
be a Nativity play; in the second, Tru- 
man recalls making fruitcakes with 
his older cousin and exchanging kites 
as presents and how the two of them 
treated themselves (and the family 
dog, Queenie) to the whiskey left over 
from the fruitcakes. Wesley Savick 
directs. | Central Square Theater, 450 
Mass Ave, Cambridge | 866.811.4112 | 
Through December 27 | Curtain 7:30 
pm Wed [December 23} + Thurs [De- 
cember 10] | 2 pm [November 27] + 8 pm 
{no Christmas Day] Fri | 2 + 8 pm Sat |2 
+7 pm [evening December 27] Sun | $35; 
$25 seniors; $20 students; $15 children 
THE WONDERFUL WORLD OF Dis- 
SOCIA | “If you like Alice in Wonderland, 
but there’s not enough sex and vio- 
lence in it, then Dissocia is the show for 
you” is how edgy British playwright 
Anthony Neilson describes his fantasy, 
in which Lisa Jones is trying to recover 
a critical lost hour in her life and 
wondering whether the “curious in- 
habitants” of Dissocia will be inclined 
to help. Emerson grad Philana Mia 
Stars as Lisa; Danielle Fauteux Jacques 
directs. | Chelsea Theatre Works, 189 
Winnissimet St, Chelsea | 617.887.2336 
| Through November 29 | Curtain 8 
pm Fri-Sat | 3 pm Sun | $25 advance; 
$30 doors 
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www.urbannutcracker.org 
1.877.548.3237 visit 
The Back Bay Events Center 


180 Berkeley Street, Boston 


Presents Anthony Williams’ 
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t, tion — something of a thespian treat ; 
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Boston Playwright ember 20 rtain 2 pm [no December fellow Elliot Norton Award winners 
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tro, Anne Gardiner, Meagan Hawkes, R Ons 4 
the Arts Plaza Theatre, 539 Tremont Avsholem, she promises to marry him 44-01 
St, Boston | 617.933.8600 | November when he returns from Jerusalem, but an 
ede. it’s been a while, and she’s still wait PR Sy 
into English by Nahma Sandrow; the Mer i on Th PI and | 
25 songs will be sung in Yiddish, with 
Ss vides the score. Debra Caplan and Ce aan 
cilia Raker direct. | Agassiz Theater, 5 
Sey org | December 2-6 | Curtain 8 pm Wed Bes: 
el +Thurs + Sat|2+8pm Sun| $15; $10 
a students, seniors 
eek t driven by the pounding beat and melo Saree 
dramatic passions of disco hits from 
« 
4 
i | ¥ 
iF 


nAN 


F LA raw 


(ls 
AW (leas 


CHECK LOCAL LISTINGS FOR THEATERS AND SHOWTIMES 
SORRY, PASSES ACCEPTED FOR ENGAGEMENT 


Unless otherwise noted, all film listings this week are for 
Friday November 27 through Thursday December 3. As 
always, it’s best call the theater before heading out. For 
up-to-date film-schedule information, check the Boston 
Phoenix Web site www.thephoenix.com. 


THE TWILIGHT SAGA: NEW MOON the Boston Common, Fenway, Fresh Pond, 
Chestnut Hill, and the Embassy, and in the suburbs. 


BOSTON 


BOSTON COMMON 


175 Tremont St | 617.423.3499 
Please call to confirm bookings and for 
remaining times 
FANTASTIC MR. FOX | Fri-Sat: 11:20, 
12:30 am | Fri-Sun: 10:15 am, 11:40 am 
12:40, 1:50, 3, 4:15, 5:25, 6:40, 7:55, 
9:05, 10:20 
NINJA ASSASSIN | Fri-Sat: 11:25, 12:20 
am | Fri-Sun: 11:10 am, 1:40, 4:05 
6:35, 9, 10 
OLD DOGS | Fri-Sat: 12:25 am | Fri- 
Sun: 10:30 am, 12:50, 3:10, 5:30, 7:50 
10:10 
THE ROAD | Fri-Sat: 12:15 am | Fri- 
Sun: 11:25 am, 2:05, 4:40, 7:20, 9:50 
BAD LIEUTENANT: PORT OF CALL 
NEW ORLEANS | Fri-Sat: 12:25 am 
Fri-Sun: 10:20 am, 1:10, 4, 6:55, 9:40 
THE BLIND SIDE | Fri-Sun: 1) am 
12:45, 2, 3:45, S, 6:45, 8, 9:45, 10:45 
THE BOONDOCK SAINTS I: ALL 
SAINTS DAY | Fri-Sat: 12:30 am | Fri- 
Sun: 10:05 am 
DISNEY’S A CHRISTMAS CAROL 3-D 
| Fri-Sun: 10:40 am, 12:55, 3:15, 5:45 
8:10, 10:30 
THE MEN WHO STARE AT GOATS | 
Fri-Sun: 10:35 am, 12:50, 3:05, 5:20 
7:40 
MICHAEL JACKSON'S THIS IS IT 
Fri-Sat: 11:55 | Fri-Sun: 10:10 am | 
Sun: 10:40 
PLANET 51} Fri-Sun: 10:25 am, 12:35, 
2:55, 5:10, 7:25, 9:35 
PRECIOUS | Fri-Sat: 11:30, 12:20 am 
Fri-Sun: 11:20 am, 12:40, 1:55, 3:20 
4:35, 6:05, 7:15, 8:45, 9:55 
2012 | Fri-Sat: 11:40 | Fri-Sun: 10 am, 
11:35 am, 1:20, 3, 4:45, 6:30, 8:15 
10:05 
THE TWILIGHT SAGA: NEW MOON | 
Fri-Sat: 11, 11:45, 12:15 am | Fri-Sun: 10 
am, 10:45 am, 11:30 am, 12:30, 1:15, 2 
2:45, 3:45, 4:30, 5:15, 6, 7, 7:45, 8:30 
9:15, 10:15 


FENWAY 


201 Brookline Ave | 617.424.6266 
Please call to confirm bookings and 
for times 

FANTASTIC MR. FOX 

NINJA ASSASSIN 

OLD DOCS 

THE BLIND SIDE 

DISNEY’S A CHRISTMAS CAROL 3-D 
THE MEN WHO STARE AT GOATS 
PIRATE RADIO 

PLANET 51 

PRECIOUS 

2012 

THE TWILIGHT SAGA: NEW MOON 


MUSEUM 


Omni Tt , Boston 


ANTARCTICA 

DEEP SEA 

DINOSAURS ALIVE! 
THE GREATEST PLACES 
MYSTIC INDIA 


NEW ENGLAND 
AQUARIUM 

Simons IMAX Theatre, Central 
Wharf, Boston | 866 5.IMAX | $12, 
$10 for ages 3-11 and se s 

Please call for times 
DOLPHINS & WHALES 3-D 

STAR TREK 

UNDER THE SEA 3-D 


STUART STREET 
PLAYHOUSE 

200 Stuart St | 617.426.2190 
Please call for times 

AN EDUCATION 

COCO BEFORE CHANEL 


BROOKLINE 


CHESTNUT HILL 


Rte 9 and Hammond St | 617.277.2500 
Please call to confirm bookings and 
for times 

FANTASTIC MR. FOX 

THE BLIND SIDE 

DISNEY’S A CHRISTMAS CAROL 3-D 
2012 

THE TWILIGHT SAGA: NEW MOON 


COOLIDGE CORNER 

290 Harvard St | 617.734.2500 

BAD LIEUTENANT: PORT OF CALL, NEW 
ORLEANS | 1.15 [no Thurs], 4 [no Thurs], 7, 
9:30 | Thurs: 1:10, 3:30 

AN EDUCATION | 12:10 [no Sun), 2:40 
4:50, 7:20, 9:50 

THE MAID | 12:15, 2:45 [no Wed], 4:55 [no 
Wed], 7:25, 9:45 | Wed: 5:15 

PRECIOUS | noon [no Tues}, 2:20, 4:40. 
7:20, 9:50 | Tues: 1! am 

BLACK DYNAMITE | Fri-Sat: midnight 
PLANET OF THE APES | Fri-Sat: midnight 


CAMBRIDGE 


BRATTLE 

40 Brattle St, Harvard Square | 
617.876.6837 

CASABLANCA | Fri-Sat: 2:45, 5, 7:15, 9:30 


THE MAN WHO CAME TO DINNER 
Sun: 2,7 

ARSENIC AND OLD LACE | Sun: 4:30 
9:30 


FRESH POND 

168 Alewife Brook Parkway | 
617.661.2900 

NINJA ASSASSIN | 1:30, 4:15, 7:25, 9:50 
OLD DOGS | 12:45, 1:15, 2:55, 3:25, 5:05, 
5:35, 7:15, 7:45, 9:25, 9:55 

THE MEN WHO STARE AT GOATS | 
12:55, 3:10, 5:30 

MICHAEL JACKSON’S THIS IS IT | 1:10 
3:45, 7:05, 10:05 

PLANET 51 | 12:50, 3:05, 5:20, 7:35, 
3:50 

2012 | 12:30, 3:45, 7, 7:50, 10:10 

THE TWILIGHT SAGA: NEW MOON | 

1, 1:30, 2, 3:45, 4:25, 5, 7, 7:25, 8, 9:45, 
10:05 


HARVARD SQUARE 

10 Church St | 617.864.4580 

Please call to confirm bookings and 
for times 

THE BLIND SIDE 

DISNEY’S A CHRISTMAS CAROL 3-D 
COUPLES RETREAT 

PARANORMAL ACTIVITY 

PIRATE RADIO 

WHERE THE WILD THINGS ARE 
THE ROCKY HORROR PICTURE SHOW 
| Sat: midnight 


KENDALL SQUARE 


1 Kendall Square | 617.499.1996 
Please call to confirm bookings and for 
remaining times 

FANTASTIC MR. FOX | Fri-Sun: 11:30 
am, 2:05, 4:45, 7:20, 9:50 

THE ROAD | 1:50, 4:30, 7:05, 9:45 | Fri- 
Sun: 11:05 am 

BAD LIEUTENANT: PORT OF CALL 
NEW ORLEANS | Fri-Sun: 12:50, 3:45, 
6:40, 9:45 

AN EDUCATION | Fri-Sun: 11:10 am, 
1:45, 4:20, 7:15, 9:40 

THE MESSENGER | Fri-Sun: 1:15, 3:50 
6:50, 9:30 

OH MY GOD | Fri-Sun: 11:15 am, 2, 4:35 
7:10, 9:35 

PRECIOUS | Fri-Sun: 1, 4, 7, 9:50 

RED CLIFF | Fri-Sun: 1:25, 4:50, 8:10 
[no Sun] 

A SERIOUS MAN | Fri-Sun: 11 am, 1.30 
4:05, 6:45, 9:20 


SUBURBS 


ARLINGTON 

Capitol, 204 Mass Ave | 781.648.4340 
AMELIA | 5:15, 7:45 | Fri-Sat: 10 | Fri- 
Sun: 12:20, 2:40 


te 
“4 | THE if NIX 

617.723.2500 | $7.50, $5.50 for ages 
3-11 and seniors; Tues-Wed 7 pm or 
later, $5, $3 for ages 3-11 and seniors 


ASTRO BOY | Fri-Sun: 1:10, 3:30 | Mon- 
Thurs: 4:30 

CLOUDY WITH A CHANCE OF MEAT- 
BALLS | 5:20 | Fri-Sun: 1, 3:15 

COCO BEFORE CHANEL | 5:30, 7:40 | 
Fri-Sat: 9:55 | Mon: 1 

HARRY POTTER AND THE HALF- 
BLOOD PRINCE | Fri-Sun: 12:15 | 
Sat-Sun: 3:30 

THE INFORMANT! | 7:30 | Fri-Sat: 9:50 
JULIE & JULIA | 7-15 | Fri-Sat: 9:45 

UP | Mon-Thurs: 4:45, 7 

WHERE THE WILD THINGS ARE | S. 
7:20 | Fri-Sat: 9:30 | Fri-Sun: 12:30, 2:45 
DE DANA DAN | Fri-Sat: 9 | Fri-Sun: 3, 
6 | Sat-Sun: noon 


BEVERLY 


Cabot St Cinema, 286 Cabot St | 
978.927.3677 

THE INFORMANT | Fri-Sat, Mon: 5:30, 
8 | Sat: 2| Mon: 11am 

THE SEPTEMBER ISSUE | Tues-Thurs 
5:30, 8 | Wed: 11 am, 2 


BRAINTREE 

AMC X, South Shore Plaza | 
781.848.1070 

FANTASTIC MR. FOX | 12:35, 2:50, 
5:20, 7:50 | Fri-Sun: 10:15 am, 10:10 
NINJA ASSASSIN | 12:30, 3, 5:30, 8:10 | 
Fri-Sat: 10:40 | Fri-Sun: 10:05 am 

OLD DOGS | 2:40, 5, 7:30 | Fri-Sun: 10 
am, 12:20, 9:50 | Mon-Thurs: 12:30 
THE BLIND SIDE | 1:45, 4:45, 7:45 | Fri- 
Sun: 10:45 am, 10:45 

DISNEY’S A CHRISTMAS CAROL 3-D | 
Fri-Sun: 11:45 am, 2:10, 4:35, 7:10, 9:35 | 
Mon-Thurs: 12:40, 3:05, 5:30, 7:55 
THE MEN WHO STARE AT GOATS | 
4:30 | Fri-Sun: 10:30 am 
PLANET 51 | 12:45, 3:15, 5:45, 8:15 | Fri- 
Sat: 10:25 am, 10:30 | Sun: 10:30 am 
2012 | 1, 2:45, 6:15, 7 | Fri-Sun: 11 am, 
9:45, 10:20 

THE TWILIGHT SAGA: NEW MOON | |, 
4, 7:15 | Fri-Sat: 11:15 am, 2:30, 6, 9:15, 
10:15 | Fri-Sun: 10 am | Sun-Thurs: 2, 
5, 8:15 


BURLINGTON 


AMC X, Middlesex Turnpike, off Rte 
128 Exit 32B | 781.229.9200 

Please call to confirm bookings and for 
remaining times 

FANTASTIC MR. FOX 

NINJA ASSASSIN 

OLD DOGS 

THE BLIND SIDE 

COUPLES RETREAT | Fri-Sun: 2:20 
8:25 

DISNEY’S A CHRISTMAS CAROL | Fri- 
Sun: 11:40 am, 2, 5, 7:50, 10:10 

THE MEN WHO STARE AT GOATS | 
Fri-Sun: noon, 10:50 

PLANET 51 

2012 | Fri-Sun: 4:55 

THE TWILIGHT SAGA: NEW MOON 


DANVERS 

Liberty Tree Mall, Loews Theatres, 
100 Independence Way | 978.750.9019 
Please call to confirm bookings and 
for times 

NINJA ASSASSIN 

OLD DOGS 

THE BLIND SIDE 

THE BOONDOCK SAINTS II: ALL 
SAINTS DAY 

DISNEY’S A CHRISTMAS CAROL 
DISNEY’S A CHRISTMAS CAROL 
IMAX 3-D 

DISNEY’S A CHRISTMAS CAROL 3-D 
AN EDUCATION 

THE FOURTH KIND 

THE MEN WHO STARE AT GOATS 
MICHAEL JACKSON’S THIS IS IT 
PARANORMAL ACTIVITY 

PIRATE RADIO 

2012 

THE TWILIGHT SAGA: NEW MOON 
WHERE THE WILD THINGS ARE 


DEDHAM 


Community Theatre, 580 High St | 
781.326.0409 

AN EDUCATION | 12:15, 2:30, 4:45, 7| 
Fri-Sat: 9:10 

COCO BEFORE CHANEL | 12:30, 2:45, 5, 
7:10 | Fri-Sat: 9:20 


FRAMINGHAM 

AMC XV, 22 Flutie Pass, off Worcester 
Rd, Rte 9 | 508.628.4400 

FANTASTIC MR. FOX | 11:40 am, 2:10, 
4:45, 7:10, 9:50 

NINJA ASSASSIN | 10:45 am, 1:10, 4:05 
[no Sun], 7:05, 9:55 | Sun: 5:05 

OLD DOGS | 11:15 am, 12:15, 1:40, 2:40, 
4:10, 5:10, 6:40, 7:40, 9:10 | Fri-Sun 
10:20 | Mon-Thurs: 10:15 

THE BLIND SIDE | 10:25 am, 12:20, 1:20, 
3:20, 4:20, 6:20, 7:20, 9:30, 10:15 


COUPLES RETREAT | 2:15, 7:30 
DISNEY’S A CHRISTMAS CAROL | 10:15 
am, 12:40 

DISNEY’S A CHRISTMAS CAROL 3-D | 
11am, 1:30, 3:55, 6:50, 9:20 

THE MEN WHO STARE AT GOATS | 
71:45, 5, 10:30 

MICHAEL JACKSON'S THIS IS IT | 9:45 
PLANET 51 | 10:15 am, 12:45, 3:10, 5:30, 
7:50, 10:05 

PIRATE RADIO | 10:20 am 

2012 | 11:20 am, 1, 2:50, 4:30, 6:15, 8, 
3:40 

THE TWILIGHT SAGA: NEW MOON 

| 10:30 am, 11:30 am, 1:35, 2:45, 3:15, 
3:45, 4:40, 6, 6:30, 7, 7:45, 9:15, 10 | 
Fri-Sat: 10:40 | Fri-Sun: 12:30 


HINGHAM 


Loring Hall Cinema, 65 Main St| 
781.749.1400 
AN EDUCATION | 4:30 | Fri-Sat: 9 | 
Fri-Sun: noon, 2:15 | Fri-Sun, Tues, 
Thurs: 6:45 | 


LEXINGTON 


Flick, 1794 Mass Ave | 781.861.6161 
Please call to confirm bookings and 
for times 

MICHAEL JACKSON’S THIS IS IT 

A SERIOUS MAN 

THE TWILIGHT SAGA: NEW MOON 


MAYNARD 

Fine Arts Theatre, 19-21 Summer St | 
978.897.8100 

OLD DOGS | 7.15 | Fri-Sat: 9:15 | Fri-Sun 
1:15, 4.15 

PLANET 51 | 7:10 | Fri-Sat: 9:15 | Fri- 
Sun: 1:10, 4:10 

THE TWILIGHT SAGA: NEW MOON | 
Fri-Sat: 9:20 | Fri-Sun: 1, 4 | Fri-Wed: 7 


NEWBURYPORT 


Screening Room, 82 State St | 
978.462.3456 

PIRATE RADIO | Fri-Sat: 6, 8:45 | Sat: 
3:15 | Sun: 4:45 | Sun-Thurs: 7:30 


NEWTON 

West Newton Cinema, 1296 Washing- 
ton St | 617.964.6060 

FANTASTIC MR. FOX | 12:50, 2:45, 
4:40, 6:35, 8:35 

THE BLIND SIDE | 1, 3:35, 6:10, 8:40 
PLANET 51 | 1:25, 3:55, 6:05, 8 
AMREEKA | 1:15 

BRIGHT STAR | 3:35 

COCO BEFORE CHANEL | 8:40 

PARIS | 6:05 

A SERIOUS MAN | 1:10, 3:40, 6:15, 8:45 
THE MESSENGER | 1:40, 4, 6:40, 8:45 


RANDOLPH 


Showcase Cinema, Rte 139 | 
781.963.5600 

Please call to confirm bookings and 
for times 

THE BLIND SIDE 

COUPLES RETREAT 

DISNEY’S A CHRISTMAS CAROL 3-D 
THE FOURTH KIND 

LAW ABIDING CITIZEN 

MICHAEL JACKSON'S THIS IS IT 
PIRATE RADIO 

PLANET 51 

PRECIOUS 

2012 

THE TWILIGHT SAGA: NEW MOON 


REVERE 

Showcase Cinema, Rte 1 and Squire 
Rd | 781.286.1660 

Please call for times 

ASTRO BOY 

THE BLIND SIDE 

THE BOX 

COUPLES RETREAT 

DISNEY’S A CHRISTMAS CAROL 3-D 
THE FOURTH KIND 

LAW ABIDING CITIZEN 

THE MEN WHO STARE AT GOATS 
MICHAEL JACKSON’S THIS IS IT 
PARANORMAL ACTIVITY 

PIRATE RADIO 

PLANET 51 

PRECIOUS 

THE STEPFATHER 

2012 

THE TWILIGHT SAGA: NEW MOON 
WHERE THE WILD THINGS ARE 


SALEM 


Museum Place Cinemas, Church St at 
East India Square | 978.744.3700 

OLD DOGS | 5, 7:30 | Fri-Sat: 9:40 | Fri- 
Sun: 12:15, 2:45 

PLANET 51 | 4:45, 7 | Fri-Sat: 9 | Fri- 
Sun: noon, 2:15 

THE TWILIGHT SAGA: NEW MOON | 
4:30, 7.15 | Fri-Sat: 10 | Fri-Sun: 11 am, 1:45 
WORLD'S GREATEST DAD | 4:15, 7:20 | 
Fri-Sat: 9:30 | Fri-Sun: 11:45 am, 2 


SOMERVILLE THEATRE 
55 Davis Square | 617.625.5700 

THE BLIND SIDE | 4:30, 7:15, 9:55 | 
Fri-Sun: 1:45 

ANTICHRIST | 4:20, 7:45 | Fri-Sun 
2:10 

DISNEY’S A CHRISTMAS CAROL | 
4:30, 7:10, 9:40 | Fri-Sun: 2:20 
PARANORMAL ACTIVITY | 10 
PIRATE RADIO | 4:40, 7:30, 10 | Fri- 
Sun: 2 

WHERE THE WILD THINGS ARE | S. 
7:40, 9:45 | Fri-Sun: 2:15 


WALTHAM 


Embassy Cinema, 16 Pine St | 
781.736.7852 

NINJA ASSASSIN | Fri-Sun: 1:25, 4:20, 
7:10, 3:40 | Mon-Thurs: 2:40, 5:10, 8:10 
AN EDUCATION | Fri-Sun: 1:15, 4:10, 7, 
9:25 | Mon-Thurs: 2:30, 5, 8 

THE MEN WHO STARE AT GOATS | 
Fri-Sun: 1:35, 4:30, 7:20, 9:45 | Mon- 
Thurs: 2:50, 5:10, 8:20 

PIRATE RADIO | Fri-Sun: 12:55, 3:50, 
6:30, 9:20 | Mon-Thurs: 2:10, 4:50, 
7:30 

PRECIOUS | Fri-Sun: 1:05, 4, 6:50, 
9:30 | Mon-Thurs: 2:20, 5, 7:50 

THE TWILIGHT SAGA: NEW MOON | 
Fri-Sun: 12:45, 3:40, 6:40, 9:35 | Mon- 
Thurs: 2, 4:50, 7:40 


WEYMOUTH 


Cameo Theatre, Columbia Square, 
South Weymouth | 781.335.2777 
DISNEY’S A CHRISTMAS CAROL | 
4:50, 7 | Fri-Sat: 9 | Fri-Sun: 12:30, 2:40 
PLANET 51 | 4:45, 6:45 | Fri-Sat: 8:45 | 
Fri-Sun: 12:45, 2:45 


WOBURN 


Showcase, Main St, Middlesex Canal 
Park | 781.933.5330 

Please call to confirm bookings and 
for times 

THE BLIND SIDE 

BOONDOCKS SAINTS II: ALL SAINTS 
DAY 

THE BOX 

COUPLES RETREAT 

DISNEY’S A CHRISTMAS CAROL 3-D 
THE FOURTH KIND 

THE MEN WHO STARE AT GOATS 
MICHAEL JACKSON’S THIS IS IT 
PARANORMAL ACTIVITY 

PIRATE RADIO 

PLANET 51 

2012 

THE TWILIGHT SAGA: NEW MOON 


FILM SPECIALS 


BOSTON 

PUBLIC LIBRARY 

Copley Square, Boston | 617.536.5400 | 
Free admission 

MCCABE AND MRS. MILLER | Mon: 6 


HARVARD 

FILM ARCHIVE 

Carpenter Center for the Visual 
Arts, 24 Quincy St, Cambridge | 
617.495.4700 | $7; $5 seniors and stu- 
dents, free for ages 8 and under 
THE GODFATHER | Sat: 7 

THE GODFATHER: PART Ii | Sun: 7 
THE LANDLORD | Mon: 7 


THE INSTITUTE 
CONTEMPORARY ART 
100 Northern Ave, Boston | 
617.478.3103 | $10; $8 students 
INTIMACIES OF SHAKESPEARE AND 
VICTOR HUGO | Sat: 4 

SIN NOMBRE | Sun: 1:30 | Sun: 4 


MUSEUM 
FINE ARTS 


465 Huntington Ave, Boston | 
617.369.3300 | $9; $8 for students and 
seniors unless otherwise noted 
WORD IS OUT: STORIES OF SOME OF 
OUR LIVES | Fri: 4:50 | Sat: 10:15 am | 
Sun: Tam 

CYBORG SHE | Fri: 7:30 | Sun: 1:40 
VACATION | Sat: 1 

THE MAGIC HOUR | Sat: 3:20 

MIKEY AND NICKY | Wed: 4 | Thurs: 2 
OPENING NIGHT | Wed: 7 

BIG TROUBLE | Thurs: 4:30 

A WOMAN UNDER THE INFLUENCE 

| Thurs: 7 


SOUTH BOSTON 
BRANCH LIBRARY 


646 East Broadway, South Boston | 
617.268.0180 | Free admission 
HEAT AND DUST | Tues: 1 

BORDER INCIDENT | Thurs: 6 


THE BOSTON PHOENIX 
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BEST ANIMATED FILM THE YEAR, AND MAYBE 


THE BEST FILM, 


The Phuiadeipna 


MARVELOUS TOY BOX MOVIE 


CAPSULE 
REVIEWS 


OUR 


Masterpiece 
Good 


ENDLESSLY ENCHANTING! MAGICALLY Not Good 
Stinks 


nilia and raw religious my 
A While “He” (Wil 

Charlotte G. I 

mance many will de 
* AMELIA | 2009 | The hallowed because she mast 
formula for an O: Best Picture graphic sex in por 
nomination — legendary figure, pat and black-and-wh 
rise-and-fall scenario, overproduced their young son fall esque hero, never once winking for the 
r showboating to his death — so th toa re camera. Around him revolve a constel 
actor, reas mote cabin (called “Eden”) where “He” lation of outsized tropes including a 
keeps bumping into grotesque omens signifyin’ Dolemite send-up named 
st picture. The film indicating the evil of nature and repro Bullhorn, ho’ queen Honeybee, and 
ex and intriguing duction. Finally “He” g the “Fiendish Dr. Wu.” As Dynamite 
nelia econ Gey the fateful tool shed kung-fu-fights his way through a vast 
and diabolically sad: piracy involving crack-addied or 

mce r, and the best (read 

Car scene of 2009, 


Grindhouse spoof trailer — and doing a 
shockingly awesome job of it. Michael 
Jai White (who co-wrote the screenplay 
and looks as if he were having more 
fun here than he did in Spawn) turns 

in a pitch-perfect performance as our 
title ass-whupping, stone-faced, Shaft- 


is Mira Nair’s we 
reduces the c 
life of aviatri 
Swank) — the f 


Auantic solo, and t 


‘Rofling Stone 


“FANTASTIC NAME 


of '70s nostalgia you 
u had. | 84m | Coolidge 
ner: Fri-Sat midnight 


tough for any self-respecting 


| 


CLOONEY STREEP SCHWARTZMAN MURRAY WILSON 


stars guilty till proved-innoce 


> 


+ suburb 


AMREEKA 


mon + Fenway + Har- 


e Theatre + West 


THE BOONDOCK 
ons DAY | 2009 | y 


the decade since 
ticket with TI 


g. ‘All the rest is bullshit.” If you've 
Overnight, the 2003 documentary 
that chronicled Duffy's rise and f 
you know he’s a BIC talker. His 


test 
assault on basic filmmaking begins 


being pimped out for Ot 


Arlington Capito! when a Boston priest is murdered by 
it : DOE Lars ve using 
ngs For Theatres And Showtimes 


somewhere between gross-out juve B Reedus). That compels the brothers to 


come out of exile in Ireland and return 
to Toronto — excuse me, Boston — to 

BAD LIEUTENANT: PORT OF CALL resume their guns-blazing, shades- 
NEW ORLEANS | 2009 | Peter Keough’s wearing, cigarette-smoking musical 
review is on page 24. | 121m | Boston montages, which feature a new side- 
Common + Kendall Square + Coolidge kick, Romeo the “greasy spic” (Clifton 
Corner + suburbs Collins Jr.). All the rest is indeed 
BIG TROUBLE | 1986 | John Cassavetes's _ bullshit. | 87m | Boston Common 
sort of lighthearted take on Double BORDER INCIDENT | 1949 | Anthony 
Indemnity has Alan Arkin as insurance- Mann's film stars a young (29) Ricardo 
salesman Leonard Hoffman, who has Montalban as a Mexican federal agent 
triplet sons and insufficient funds who poses as an illegal immigrant 


“WONDERFULLY FRESH 
AND ORIGINAL!” 


. 1 to send them to Yale. Enter Blanche farmworker in order to uncover the 
0 N E O F T H E B E ST > Rickey (Beverly D'Angelo) to persuade gang who're killing off these illegal 
OF T H E Y EAR ° aay a Leonard to get her husband, Steve workers when they try to return home. 
= MAGA NV (Peter Falk), to take out a life-insur George Murphy is his American coun- 


ance policy that'll pay off big ifhedies. terpart, Howard Da Silva the leader of 
Which he then does, with a little help the bad guys. | b&w | 94m | South Bos- 
from Blanche and Leonard. So, who's ton Branch Library: Thurs 

that guy walking down the street who ®@© BRIGHT STAR | 2009 | Was 
looks just like Steve? | 93m | MFA: Thurs Fanny Brawne — stylish, flirtatious, 
}®® BLACK DYNAMITE | 2009 | and scarcely intellectual — the proper 
His pimp hand is strong but fair. He helpmate of the most famous Roman- 


EDUCATION 


FILM LONE SCHERFIG 


> + were vores aes com keeps his resplendent Afro, rippling tic poet of all, john Keats. Australian 
2 QS noe SONY PICTURES CLASSICS 7 pecs, and nunchakus well-oiled. He's director Jane Campion weighs in with 
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ritory as he is making a full-length and then his illness and death. Abbie 
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O® 

PURE IMAGINATION 

” 

THAT PLAYS THE SMART KID ALL US. 

des, ee ended with her still unsolved disap world an inescapable Hell created by a you i a 
fe ap y pearance in 1937 — to a collection of malignant God? That's not the kind of ne\ Ss r 

4 dank stereotypes. Besides Swank, the question anyone will be asking after fe cé 
Laquit actors stranded mid air without an watching Saw VI. | 104m | Somerville 
refrain from joyously tackling a movie 
rae — so it’s a good thing The Blind Side isn’t Soke 
na Althoush thie rectory drama 

i as hunky Brahmin Gene Vidal, with wedding day discovers what's in the mantic-comedy queen Sandra Bullock, REDE 
4 a whom she has an affair, and Cherry elderberry wine that his aunts Abby it’s first-and-foremost a well-executed et 
» Jones as Eleanor Roosevelt, with whom Josephine Hull) and Martha (Jean bio-pic of Baltimore Ravens rookie 
; : P | she goes for a joyride. | 11m | Arlington Adair) are serving to lonely old men Michael Oher. Before attaining All 
f Capital And as if there weren't enougt dies American status at Ole Miss, Oher was 
‘ 

=i - n the finely in the cellar of the ladies’ Brooklyn a homeless adolescent in Memphis 
re sket | f Arab house, Mortimer’s brother Jonathan whose life was redirected thanks to 
American writer/director Cherien Raymond Massey) shows up with one a loving white and wealthy family 

§ Dabis’s feature debut, we share the in his trunk. | b6w | 18m | Brattle: Sun Absent powerful camerawork and 
Ag pees frustrating, claustrophobic life of ASTRO BOY | 2009) Five-year-olds _ inspired acting, this could have been a 

J ur heroine, Munah Farah (Nisreen who attend MoveOn.org rallies in be glorified Lifetime special, but without 

4 Faour), a secular, middle-class Arab tween tee-ball and bath time are sure adding too much cheese, director john 
é& woman living in Bethlehem. Her to love the new David Bowers-directed Lee Hancock channels genuine emo 
Peels G — > = ans : chubbiness is all the more frustrating interpretation of Osamu Tezuka’s flag tion from the Michael Lewis book (and Pela: 
scones her? shin character. if he or she is more the the reality) that prompted this moving 

> with a skinny youngster. Her job in tea-party variety of grade-schooler chronicle. Not that you'd guess what's 
> y a nearby k is intolerable: what though, this shameless slap at the in store from the trailers, which at 
with having to stop at hostile Israeli Bush administration is sure to ag tempt to sell The Blind Side as Mandinge 
a eckpoin akes her two hours to gravate. Like America, Metro City is meets Wildcats and Dangerous Mind 
ot drive to work. No wonder she's thrilled dysfunctional utopia run by tyrants 126m | Boston Com 
uy q i 7 4 7 with her teen son (Melkar Muallem world in jeopardy. So Astro Boy (Fred Newton 

fly to Ili t de with her sister die Highmor a part-Marty McFly 
J A = / Hia ass) and her sister's doctor part-Luke Skywalker, part-Candhi 
| husband (\ af Abu-Warda). But robotic super kid — assumes the bur 
it’s just after the inva f Iraq, and jen of healing his planet and uniting lew his golden 3 
é soon her extended family become the haves with have-nots, like a miniature yondock Saints. The 
oe pps ; f a victims of anti-Arab prejudice, and the flying socialist. Wear a helmet — the opening narration of his sequel (for ? 

= ly job Munah can secure is slinging transparent partisan politics raindown you, inexplicably rabid fans!) goes on 
ae fast-food burgers. The political ironies harder than the meatballs in thatother abour“doere" and “talkers” conclid 
‘ are obvious, and the American section animated work of liberal propaganda 
is predictable, but Amreeka is winning Serious Tezuka fans will likely appreci 
Sane PG Pant L GUIDANCE SUGGESTED <> 9 all the same, because of the ensemble, ate the sharp multi-dimensional pre che 
‘SOME MAATEMAL WAT NOT BE SUTAELE FOR and the humanism of its first-time sentation, even as they resent Osamu’s 
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Cornish is a knowing, Bond Cirl-like 
Fanny whose ernotional commitment 
is never in doubt, even when she can’t 
bring herself to gush over her beloved’s 
every line. Ben Whishaw, channel 
ing his fey Sebastian Flyte from the 
2007 Brideshead Revisited, loiters pale and 
haggard as a one-dimensional Keats 
untouched by philosophy or politics 
or his experience in the surgical prac- 
tice at Guy's Hospital. Apart from a 
one-dimensional Paul Schneider as 
Keats's friend Charles Brown, who 
tries to keep the lovers apart, there's 
little mention of Keats's friends and 
nothing of his brother George or sister 
Fanny. Fanny Brawne may well have 
been a bright star, but Campion’s film 
is only second magnitude. | 119m | West 
Newton 

}®® BRONSON | 2009 | From Danish 
director Nicolas Winding Refn comes 
a fantasy bio-pic of Britain's notorious 
Charlie Bronson, a larger-than-life 
character who, after swiping his 
identity from tough-guy actor Charles 
Bronson, transformed from bare 
knuckle prizefighter into “Britain's 
most violent prisoner.” In real life, 
Bronson made headlines with his 
taking of hostages; Refn here weaves 
surreal, fictionalized versions of those 
incidents narrated from inside this 
ferocious man's knotty skull. The film 
has a Clockwork Orange vibe, in its oper 
atic style and its meditations on ultra- 
violence. Done differently, the cat-and 
mouse brawling could get tiresome, 
but Tom Hardy as Bronson — with his 
shaved head, handlebar moustache, 
and glittering eyes — is mesmerizing. 
92m | Kendall Square 


}®®® CASABLANCA | 1942 | Time 
goes by, but Rick and Ilsa remain age 
less, while the rest of us contemplate 
what this classic might have been 
like with the purported original cast, 
Ronald Reagan and Ann Sheridan. For 
tunately, we wound up with Bogie and 
Bergman, not to mention Paul Hen 
reid, Peter Lorre, Sydney Greenstreet, 
and Claude Rains. So, could Bogie have 
gotten on that plane? Or is it easier to 
hang out with your new best buddy 
Claude's Louis) than to live with the 
woman you love? Michael Curtiz di- 
rected. | b&w | 102m | Brattle: Fri-Sat 
CLOUDY WITH A CHANCE OF 
MEATBALLS | 2009 | This bizarre ani 
mated adaptation of Judi Barrett's cult 
classic children’s book by Phil Lord and 
Chris Miller ladles up much to chew 
on yet little that’s appetizing. Bu 
pancakes, and pasta do rain from the 
ut here mishap-prone scientist 
Flint (Bill Hader thre n 
meteorology npress his 
ing dad (James Caan), whose mo us 
tache cannot disguise his resemblance 
to an uncircumcised penis. Through- 
out, the terrible script and garish, 
pointiessly 3-D visuals distract — why 
do all the women, among them Flint’s 
weather-girl crush (Anna Faris), look 
anorectic? As the falling feast gets big 
ger and more perilous, the film seems 
to take on global warming, genetically 
engineered food, American excess, and 
Bill Clinton (whom the evil, corpulent 
mayor unabashedly recalls). Intention- 
al allegorizing or not, without the wry 
surreality of its source, such a strange 
stew will likely leave kids hungry. | 
81m | Arlington Capitol 
© COCO BEFORE CHANEL | 2009 
| Based on the book by Edmonde 
Charles-Roux, Anne Fontaine's soaper 
of a bio-pic traces the fashion icon’s 
life before the perfurme and the boucié 
suits. It opens in 1893, as a young 
Chanel gets dumped at the orphanage 
— and into, it seems, one highly in- 
fluential simple black frock. The waif 
ages into Audrey Tautou, who, with 
dangling cigarette and a head made for 
hats, weaves this grim childhood into 
a charismatic mix of wariness, ambi- 
tion, and bite. Searnstress by day, sa 
loon gal by night, Chanel has designs, 
all right — on playing mistress to a 
boorish bon vivant (Benoit Poelvoorde) 
at the center of high society. Although 
the visuals and the score are often 
elegant, the sudsy drama and muddled 
ironies of a complicated love life (Ales- 
sandro Nivola shows up) wear badly, 
and they veil a true understanding of 
Chanel's artistic drive. By the end, the 


film has slipped into TV-ready hagiog- 
taphy while nonetheless inducing the 
urge for a crisp white collar and French 
cuffs. | French | 110m | West Newton + 
Arlington Capito! 

CYBORG SHE |(BOKU NO KANOjO WA 
SAIBOGU)) 2008 | This unusual love 
story from Kwak Jae-young finds lonely 
student Jiro (Keisuke Koide) falling for 
a beautiful mystery woman (Haruka 
Ayase) who turns out to be a cyborg 
sent — his future self to save him from 
lL ccident. | japanese | 120m | 
MFA: Fri+ 


DISNEY'S A CHRISTMAS CAROL 
| 2009 | Charles Dickens made a mint 
with readings of A Christmas Carol, but 

a century and a half of technologi- 

cal progress has not been kind to the 
property. Thanks to Robert Zemeckis’s 
state-of-the-art 3-D performance-cap 
ture animation, audiences can now 
enjoy the spectacle of Jacob Marley's 
ghost (Cary Oldman) spewing spit 

in their laps. Or Bob Cratchit (Old 
man again) looking like Collum ina 
waistcoat. Or endless sequences of the 
camera flying over a snow-globe-like 
London. And there's something about 
the process that frees up actors to 
deliver their hammiest performances, 
especially Jim Carrey as Scrooge and 
all three Ghosts. Man, that Ghost of 
Christmas Present sure can laugh 
Zemeckis does conjure his canny Back to 
the Future period winen he plays games 
with the notion of time. But the best 
part of this Christmas Carol is the end, 
when the ugly animation metamor 
phoses back into the pages of a book. 

| 95m | Boston Common + Fenway + 
Harvard Square [tentative] + Somerville 
Theatre + Chestnut Hill + suburbs 


AN EDUCATION | 2009 As 
jenny, the clever London ingénue who 
anchors this effortless 1960s drama 
from Danish director Lone Scherfig 
Italian for Beginners; Wilbur Warts To Kill 
Carey Mulligan might well put 
ind of Audrey Hepburn in Ro 
ad for Oxford 


h businessman u 
r” more than twice her age. He 
ms her parents (Alfred Molina and 
, and a Ravel concert 
followed by “a spot of supper” leads 
to a trip to Oxford and, ultimately, a 
weekend (and, yes, a controversial one 
in light of the difference) in Paris 
to celebrate her 17th birthday. Scherfig 
avoids most of the pitfalls of the com 
ing-of-age genre. She falters slightly 
with the conclusion, but her tight 
direction coupied with Nick Hornby’s 
screenplay, the wonderful performanc- 
es (don’t overlook Olivia Williams as a 
concerned teacher), the lush cinema 
tography, and the pre-swinging ‘60s 
production design makes An Education 
worth studying. | 97m | Kendall Square 
+ Coolidge Corner + Embassy 


FANTASTIC MR. FOX | 2009 | Peter 
Keough’s review is on page 25. | 88m 
| Boston Common + Kendall Square + 
West Newton + suburbs 


}OO® THE GODFATHER | 1972 | Fran- 
cis Ford Coppola’s popular gangster 
movie addresses the issue of the cor- 
ruption of American public and private 
life at a very profound level. It’s also 
about how the sins of the father are 
visited upon the sons. Marlon Brando, 
doing the most graceful and elegant 
work of his career, plays the role of 
the Mafia don, Vito Corleone, as a 
Sicilian monarch. His sons are Sonny, 
the hothead (James Caan), Fredo, the 
gentle-hearted bumbler (John Cazale), 
and contemplative Michael (Al Pacino, 
in one of the great performances of the 


’70s), who takes everything down deep 
—and, inevitably, takes over the king- 
dom. The distinguished cast includes 
Talia Shire as Don Corleone’s daughter, 
Morgana King as his wife, Diane Ke- 
aton as the woman who loves Michael, 
Robert Duvall as the Corleone consigliere, 
and Richard Castellano as the family’s 
chief henchman. | English + Italian | 
175m | HFA: Sat 

}®®® THE GODFATHER, PART Il 
1975 | Francis Coppola’s sequel to his 
1972 Classic both extends the scope and 
deepens the meaning of that film 
Some Marxists consider this film 
Hollywood's mo indict 
ment of capitalism. Reaching back to 
the origins of the American Mafia in 
Sicily and New York with Robert De 
Niro (in a magnificent performance) as 
the striving young Vito Corleone and 
forward to mid-'sos Las Vegas, where 
Vito's son Michael (Al Pacino), now the 
new Don, plays out his father’s legacy, 
the movie shows how the events of his- 
tory continue to reverberate years later 
in the lives of people whose only con- 
nection to the events may be th 

their ancestors. Pacino is bot 

and t ing; the uniformly s 

cast includes Michael V. Gazzo, John 
Cazale, Robert Duvall, Lee Strasberg, 
Diane Keaton, Talia Shire, Morgana 
King, Troy Donahue, and Caston Mos- 
chin. | 200m | HFA: Sun 


®®® HARRY POTTER AND THE 
HALF-BLOOD PRINCE | 2009 | With 
the experience of the previous install 
ment behind him and the guidance of 
Steve Kloves, who wrote the first four 
Harry Potter movies (among them the 
best, Alfonso Cuar6n’s The Pn 
kaban), plus th 
British actor req 
David Yate: 
wit, visual cog 
am ty, reduci 
quence 
ipy chit-chat in the Hogwarts 

about who's snogging whom 
Harry (Daniel Radcliffe) is still on the 
trail of toffee-nosed twit Draco Malfoy 
‘Tom Felton), and »gwarts headmas 
ter Dumbledore (Mic nbon) has 

9 assigned him to sweet-tal 


e relatic 


sound very e 


the mature ai 

as Snape, to demon 

153m | Arlington Capit 

»®® HEAT AND DUST | 1983 | In this 
Merchant Ivory film, as in Shakespeare 
Wallah, an English woman and an 
Indian man find romance but can't 
sustain it. Heat and Dust moves back 
and forth between two women, two 
time frames: 1923, when Olivia Rivers 
(Greta Scacchi), the wife of a junior of- 
ficer (Christopher Cazenove), takes up 
with the local Nawab (Shashi Kapoor); 
and the 1970s, when her grandniece 
Anne (Julie Christie) visits India to do 
research on Olivia and begins an affair 
with a pleasant young man (Zakir Hus- 
sain). Neither relationship has much 
flesh and blood — if in Shakespeare Wal- 
lah the gulf between England and India 
is a metaphor for the lovers’ plight, 
here it’s the other way around. Both 
women become pregnant. Olivia has 
an abortion and retreats to the solitude 
of the mountains; her India is a sensi- 
bility, a landscape. Anne also goes to 
the mountains; she’s going to have her 
child, her own human piece of India. 
But only a piece. The men — imper- 
fect, expendable — are left behind. | 
130m | South Boston Branch Library: Tues 


®®® THE INFORMANT! | 2009 | In 
his adaptation of the true story told 
in Kurt Eichenwald’s book, Steven 
Soderbergh seems less concerned with 
what problematic whistle blower 
Mark Whitacre (Matt Damon) — an 
Continued on p 48 
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truth out of Professor Slughorn (Jim 
eS ull she gets caught in a rainstorm and Broadbent), Voldemort’s favorite teach -: 

a, accepts a ride from David (Peter Sars er. Ron (Rupert Crint) and Hermione BY 

> gaard, good despite a weak British ac Emma Watson), meanwhile, continue al a ite 
plot details threaten to overwhelm the 
narrative, which is already light on 

_IN THEATERS DECEMBER 

» 


ASSASSIN 


STRONG BLOODY STYLIZED ENCE 


EGENDARY 

w J 
www _ninja-assassin-movie.com 

MOBILE USERS For Text Message NINJA and your ZIP CODE 


NOW SHOWING CHECK DIRECTORIES FOR LISTINGS 


Continued from p 47 

executive with the agri-corporation 
Archer Daniels Midland — has to say 
about shadowy corn cartels than with 
Whitacre’s stream of consciousness 
as his voiceover thoughts grow more 
and more schizoid, self-sabotaging, 
and, invariably, prevaricating. The 


FBI investigation (with Scott Bakula 

as an exasperated FBI agent) becomes 
increasingly arcane, tedious, confus- 
ing, and pointless. On the other hand, 
Whitacte’s pathology, skewed percep 
tions, and cracked commentary pro- 
vide a welcome alternative, imposing a 
playful, almost Dadaist narrative onto 
the sordid realities. Soderbergh abets 
him with party-colored title cards and 
a Marvin Hamlisch score that ranges 
from peppy sit-com music to pseudo- 
James Bondian riffs, evoking a feel of 
the ‘sos and 60s rather than the drea- 
ty early ‘90s in which the film takes 
place. And Damon — corn-fed himself, 
with chipmunky cheeks, a bulging 
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| ACCEPTED 


one 


belly, and an unfortunate moustache 
— makes the case for Whitacre con 
vincing. | 108m | Arlington Capito! 


DED 


© JULIE & JULIA | 2009 | Nora 
Ephron’s amalgam of Julie Powell and 
Julia Child is kind of like The Hours 
with food and no suicides. In 2002, 
Powell (Amy Adams), an aspiring 
blogger newly ensconced in a dismal 
Queens apartment with her long-suf- 
fering husband, Eric (Chris Messina), 
decides to try to cook 524 recipes from 
Mastering the Art of French Cooking by Julia 
Child — her hero and role mode! — in 
365 days. Back in 1949, meanwhile, 
Julia Child (Meryl Streep) is moving 
into a Paris apartment with her long 
suffering husband, Paul (Stanley 
Tucci); she takes a course at Le Cordon 
Bleu, and the rest is history. Streep 
transcends parody with her portrayal; 
Adams painfully and endearingly 
conveys her character's progression 
from self-centered miserabilist to chef 
and generous spirit. And instead of 
giving us gas and acid reflux, Ephron 
whips up a sly, subtle, piquant confec 
tion, engaging the two lives in a kind 
of dialogue, and using the images to 
supplement and sub t the voiceover 
Narrative. | 123m | Ar on Capitol + 
suburbs 


THE LANDLORD | 1970 | Beau Bridges 
plays a wealthy (it would seem) 29- 
year-old who buys a building in the 
Park Slope section of Brooklyn with 
the intent of evicting the tenants (who 
include Diana Sands, Pearl Bailey, and 
Lou Gossett Jr.), but then he grows 
fond of them. His morn (Lee Grant), 
meanwhile, has arrived to help redeco- 
rate. If you think this sounds like a Hal 
Ashby film, you're right: it does, and it 
is. | 112m | HFA: Mon 
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THE MAGIC HOUR |ZA MAJIKKU 
AWA) 2008 | Taiki (Kdichi Saté) has 
gotten on the wrong side of gang 

boss Teshio (Toshiyuki Nishida), so to 
make amends, he promises to finger a 
mystery hitman Teshio’s looking for. 
Problem is, Taiki has no idea where the 
hitman is, so he hires an actor to im- 
personate the guy. K6ki Mitani directs. 
| | 136m | MFA: Sat 

®O® THE MAID | 20089 | Sebastian 
Silva's film follows the routine of 
Raquel (Catalina Saavedra), a maid for 
a wealthy Chilean family who's passed 
her 20th year of service. She devotes 
her life to them, but not without mal- 
ice. She has an unjustified distaste for 
Camila (Andrea Garcia-Huidobro), the 
eldest child, scratching Camila’s face 
out of photo albums. But the signora, 
Pilar (Claudia Celed6n), overlooks 
Raquel's transgressions, particularly 
the abuses she commits against the 
maids hired to help her. (Her favorite? 
Locking them out while they take out 
the trash.) Insight into Raquel's back 
ground (and everyone else's) is mini 
mal, the pace is slow, and there's litde 
plot, but the grainy texture creates 

a documentary feel, and in the end 
the characters’ multi-dimensionality 
makes any loose ends unimportant. | 
Spanish | 95m | Coolidge Corner [Screen- 
ing Room, Mini-Max] 

»®®® THE MAN WHO CAME TO 
DINNER | 1941) Although slightly 
stagebound, this is one of the funni 
est and mest literate of the screwball 
comedies, and it's graced by a superb 
cast. Monty Woolley earned himself a 
place in the comic pantheon with his 
performance as Sheridan Whiteside, 
the acidulous broadcaster (based on 
Algonquin round-table wit Alexander 
Woolicott) whom an accident confines 
to an average Midwestern home, 
which he proceeds to turn into a cross 
between a high-society shindig and a 
bad night at the zoo. With Bette Davis, 
Ann Sheridan, and Jimmy Durante. | 
b&w | 112m | Brattle: Sun 

®OO® McCABE & MRS. MILLER | 1971 
| Shot by Vilmos Zsigmond in faded 
browns and deep, diffuse greens, Rob- 
ert Altman's haunting, lyrical Western 
tells the story of McCabe (Warren Be- 
atty), a bemusedly macho gambler who 
turns the muddy, Pacific Northwest 
mining town of Presbyterian Church 
into a thriving village when he builds a 
high-class brothel and gambling den. 
His partmer is a sharp, opium-smoking 
madam (Julie Christie), who, McCabe 
Says, “freezes my soul.” Christie turns 
in a performance that’s both coarse and 
delicate; her Mrs. Miller is as much 
dreamer as hard-headed realist. And 
forever talking to himself or making 
small, comic gestures, Beatty's McCabe 
is the tenderest of fools. The final scene 
is a tableau of human folly in snow 
that, as in Joyce, “falls over the living 
and the dead.” | 121m | BPL: Mon 

®®© THE MEN WHO STARE AT 
GOATS | 2009 | Instead of focusing on 
the bizarre and disturbing material 
Jon Ronson unearths in his book, first- 
timer Crant Heslov and scriptwriter 
Peter Straughan focus on the journalist 
himself, or rather a feeble stand-in, 
Bob Wilton (Ewan McGregor). A report- 
er for a small Midwest paper, Wilton’s 
distraught when his wife dumps him, 
so he decides to be all that he can be by 
shipping out to the killing zone. That 
Army slogan, it turns out, was coined 
by fictitious composite character Bill 
Django (Jeff Bridges), who was also 
founder of the top secret “New Earth 
Army,” an attempt to revamp the mili- 
tary via post-hippie faux mysticism, 
psychic flim-flammery, and assorted 
™mumbo-jumbo to create a breed of 

Cl Jedi Warriors. Wilton learns about 
Django when he bumps into Lyn Cas- 
sady (George Clooney), one of Django’s 
retired but still bug-eyed acolytes. The 
flashbacks to the '8o0s heyday of Djan- 
go’s flaky unit make the film worth 
seeing — it's M*A*S*H with hallucino- 
gens, or The Summer of Love in camos. But 
the frame story set in Iraq tries to steer 
the easy path between brutal farce and 
harsh reality and ends up nowhere. | 
93m | Boston Common + Fenway + Fresh 
Pond + Embassy + suburbs 

®®® THE MESSENGER | 2003 | Oren 
Moverman’s feature-length debut is 

a little like The Hurt Locker in the way it 
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Juno) at a house 


arable of man 
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and Rodin's The Thinker) 


versus machine, life 


(a game Hank Azaria, who also 
ind. The eclectic 


this 


ia Earhart), but overall 
just dusts off the same old d 
Levy, who's best knc 


Dozen and Pink Par 
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ither, directs. 


TERMINATOR SALVATION Warner 


1984 


nal was a thrilling black-« 


Jainst death 


road story, and he persuades Charlyne and Michael to 72 in 1991 and 73 in 2003 got progressively worse 


allow him to tape them whenever they're together. 


McG's T4 goes back to basics, but they're the wrong 


No surprise, this unrestricted access begins to wear 
on the couple. Is that the “hybrid” aspect of the 
documentary”? Or is it the fact that the director is 
played by an actor? Think about that as the closing 
Credits roll and perhaps you'll be just as charmed as 
we were. | 89m 


@®@® NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM: BATTLE OF THE 
SMITHSONIAN | Fox | In the three years since last 
he was on screen, Ben Stiller's bored night guard, 
Larry Daley, has become a well-to-do hawker of 
infomercial crap, but he's still not in the right place. 
So once again the magic golden tablet brings to 
life museum exhibits, except this time Larry finds 
himself in the archive vault of the title DC institution 
Spurred by a harried call, he takes an impromptu road 
trip from New York to the Capitol, where he finds his 
reanimated iconic friends at the mercy of an Egyptian 


basics: the film dumps all the software of cinematic 
storytelling understated but compelling character- 
ization, terse irony, crafty visual metaphors, even 
simple coherence. Hardware and explosions are pretty 
much all that remain. The story has John Connor 
(Christian Bale, whose overacting in The Dark Knight 
has taken permanent hold) in a future (2018) war 
against a supercomputer named Skynet whose not 
so secret weapon is a pre-Arnold cyborg Terminator 
(a kind of Wolverine without the sideburns) made 
from a 2003 death-row prisoner named Marcus (Sam 
Worthington). In the end, of course, someone says 
the battle has just begun, and what with that and the 
loose ends — Why is Bryce Dallas Howard pregnant? 
What was Marcus's crime? And what's the deal with 
Helena Bonham Carter? — we can expect infinite 
sequels, if not another profoundly uninteresting TV 
series. | 15m 


uncomfortably probes a little-known 
military organelle. But this Iraq War 
film trades the landmine-riddled 
desert for the more stealthily treacher- 
ous suburbs, as Staff Sergeant Will 
Montgomery (Ben Foster) returns from 
combat only to be shanghai'’d into the 
Army’s Casualty Notification service, 
whose operatives do the gut-wrench- 
ing job of delivering death notices 

to soldiers’ next of kin. Will's bristly 
mentor, Tony (Woody Harrelson), ad- 
vises him to “stick to the script.” And 
you suspect that The Messenger itself will 
follow formula when fate decrees that 
Will fall for war widow Olivia (Saman- 
tha Morton). Yet something far more 
complicated blossoms. The movie may 
start out clunky, but as Will and Tony 
wander from house to house, surfing 
“a fucking ocean of grief,” their icy car- 
apaces melt, old wounds reopen, and 
things get interesting. | 105m | Kendall 
Square + West Newton 

MICHAEL JACKSON’S THIS IS 

IT | 2009 | The Star Wars-style titles 

that vegin Kenny Ortega’s hastily 
assembled Michael Jackson tribute 
documentary explain that the film has 
been whittled down from 100 hours of 
behind-the-scenes video shot between 
last April and June during rehearsals 
for the King of Pop's planned so-date 
“This Is It” London concert series. The 
footage, most of it in hi-def, was in- 
tended for Jackson's private consump- 
tion, but “with the permission of his 
estate” (and no doubt to the relief of 
the show's investors, who stood to lose 
millions due to his untimely death), 
the resulting movie offers a glimpse of 
what might have been. “For the fans,” 
concludes the ridiculously long-winded 
opening title crawl. That's for sure. 

For those expecting something deeper 


than Ortega’s High School Musical trilogy, 
this ain’t it. | 12m | Boston Common + 
Fresh Pond + suburbs 

®OO® MIKEY AND NICKY | 1976 | 
Elaine May directs John Cassavetes and 
Peter Falk in a Cassavetes-style gang- 
land story that proves masterly on its 
own terms. What begins in the city as a 
story of petty-crook betrayal, one friend 
sacrificing the other to the mob (Ned 
Beatty is the designated hitman), ends 
in the suburbs in a zany, lonesco-wor- 
thy scene of furniture piled up in front 
of a door. Cassavetes and Falk are won- 
derful as the lowlife thug paranoids, 
and May’s pre-Mamet neo-absurdist 
dialogue is extraordinarily tangy. Here's 
one of America’s most underrated 
films, | 119m | MFA: Wed-Thurs 


NINJA ASSASSIN | 2009 | Tom Meek’s 
Teview is on page 25. | 99m | Boston 
Common + Fenway + Fresh Pond + Em- 
bassy + suburbs 


OH MY GOD | 2009 | Gerald Peary’s re- 
view is on page 25. | 38m | Kendall Square 
OLD DOGS | 2009 | Alicia Potter's re- 
view is on page 25. | 88m | Boston Com- 
mon + Fenway + Fresh Pond + suburbs 
®@ OPENING NIGHT | 1977 | it's 
opening night of a pre-Broadway 

New Haven run, and an actress (Gena 
Rowlands) breaks down after witness- 
ing the death of one of her fans. That's 
about all that’s clear in this mirrors- 
within-mirrors and mostly opaque 


film from John Cassavetes. Opening 
Night has been described by Cassavetes 
scholar Ray Carney as a film that “takes 
the fallacies of identification as its 
explicit subject . . . the narrative con- 
cerns three characters’ acts of identifi- 
cation and the probiems they create for 
the characters who indulge in them.” 
It’s interesting to see how Cassavetes 
utilizes two old-time Hollywood ac- 
tors within his schema and universe: 
Joan Blondell, the practical babe from 
countless 1930s Warner flicks, and Paul 
Stewart, the cynical butler, Raymond, 
in Citizen Kane. | 144m | MFA: Wed 


®®© PARANORMAL ACTIVITY | 2003 
| The “normal” puts the chills in Para- 
normal Activities. The illusion of amateur 
camerawork and everyday life can make 
a moving door or a shadow a lot scarier 
than an elaborate CGI effect, as The Blair 
Witch Project (1999) proved. in what seems 
a homemade Ghost Hunters episode, 
yuppie couple Micah (Micah Sloat) and 
Katie (Katie Featherstone) use a video 
camera to find out what's been going 
bump in the night. By the time they get 
to“Night #20,” things have gotten a lit- 
Ue repetitious and predictable, but Oren 
Peli in his feature debut has a few jolts 
in store, and the natural performances 
of the cast and the aura of reality 
provided by the video format keep the 
tension high. Peli also has something 
more than cheap thrills in mind, as the 
film unobtrusively explores the nature 
of male/female relationships and of 
filmmaking itself. It does much the 
same job as Lars von Trier’s Antichrist, 
Continued on p SO 
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“BEST PERFORMANCE 
Sandra Bullock’s career.” 
- Pete Hammond, BOXOFFICE MAGAZINE 


TRUE STORY 
GOOD, SEEMS LIKE 
FICTION.” 


Jim Ferguson, ABC-TV 


THANKSGIVING 


— Lou Lumenick, NEW YORK POST 


THE BOSTON PHOENIX NOVEMBER 27, 2009 
Video Clips leads straight movie 
MOBILE USERS: For Showtimes Text BADLT With Your ZIP CODE 
NOW SHOWING CHECK DIRECTORIES FOR LISTINGS 


Continued from p 49 

without the gory details. | 99m | Harvard 
Square + Somerville Theatre + suburbs 

®© PARIS | 2008 | What's the French 
word for Crash? Cédric Klapisch's ser- 
endipitous interweaving of the lives 

of disparate characters in the title city 
never resorts to the contrivance and 
manipulation of Paul Haggis’s Oscar 
winner, but there are some close calls 
As with the unfortunate Cameroon 
youth whose ordeal in trying to get to 
Paris serves as crass Counterpoint to the 
mostly bourgeois melodramas of the 
rest of the cast. That doesn't include 
Pierre (Romain Duris), a gravely ill 


outlaws took to sea be 


n, flipped 
n, flipped 


d broadcast po 


Curtis does play a li fast and loose 
ith the facts here, like t he 

Who's 1971 “Won't Get Fooled Again” 

nm a film set in 1966, and having the 

pirate stations get shut down in 1967 by 

tight-assed Tories like the seething Sir 


KENDALL SQUARE 


PLANET 51 2008 Th 


Two teens parked in lovers’ lane are 
about to smooch when a giar 
eyed, inescapably phallic alie: 
An homage to the 1953 War of the Worlds 
ensues. Then the camera pulls back a 
we discover that what we're wat 

is on a movie screen in a theater on 
the title planet, a retro-world of green 
aliens who enjoy the bucolic bliss and 
paranoia of ‘sos US culture. Everybody's 
terrified by the threat of alien invasion, 
and when it does come, it's a NASA 
astronaut (Dwayne Johnson) who's a 
cowardly and inane version of Buzz 
Lightyear. Dorky teenage Lem (Justin 
Long) grudgingly helps protect the 
“alien” from the authorities, with the 
assistance of a Wall*E-like robot. It's all 
a creepy mishmash of sci-fi and fantasy 
Classics that director jorge Blanco tarts 
up with an unwholesome preoccupa 
tion with pee, ana! plugs, and homo. 
sexual anxiety. | 88m | Boston Common 
+ Fenway + Fresh Pond + West Newton 

+ Suburbs 

OF THE APES 1967 

This Franklin Sc 


(A) ROCKS THE 
COULD WORSE 
(C) COULD BETTER 


WAS CREATED WORD PROCESSING APPLICATION 


ment againat nuc 

$ one of the best sci-fi pictures 
ever. Chariton, in one of his more 
“Hestonian” roles (check his delivery 

line “It's a madhouse amad 

), Stars as an astronaut who 
crash-iands on a futurist planet where 
intelligent apes rule and humans are 
hunted for sport and used in scientific 
experiments. A superb mixture of com 
edy and commentary, this joke on the 
Scopes Monkey Trial challenges our key 
religious beliefs concerning humanity's 
centrality to the universe. Stunning 


visuals, fabulous c 

supporting performai 

Kim Hunter and Rod: 

ape scientists 
Sat midnight 

® PRECIOUS | 2009 | Ad 

the novel Push by Sappt 

be a little too beholden 

The Color Purple, this 

literate, overweight, pregn. 

teen in 1987 comes close 

into exploitation or sel ro 

thanks to an extraordinary pe 

by Cabourey Sidibe in the title role, 

it doesn't. Together with director Lee 

Daniels, she creates a character and 

a point of view that makes the most 

outlandish excesses — Precious’s father 

has been raping her since first grade, 

giving her two babies, th 

1, and infecting her w 

mother molests her as well 

plausible. Dan: 

passages with stylistic re 

Sidibe's voiceover, drawn 

broken poetry of the book's fir 

narration, evokes 2 

and tenderness, of v 

ing, and 

Mo'N 


ique 


RED CLIFF |CHi BI 


Michel's review is « 


2008 | 


150m | Kendall Squa 
THE ROAD | 2009 | Px 
view is on page 24. | T 
mon + Kendall Square + su 
}® THE ROCKY HORROR PICTURE 
SHOW | 1875 | Th 
aganza still drav 
story of two dorky 

Barry Bostwick and Susan Sa 
who find themselves in: 
into the pansexual w 
N-Furter is no more ow 
Cage aux Folles, but only 


geous than La 
udgeon 


+ ® A SERIOUS MAN | 2009 | joe 
and Ethan Coen put th 


Mict 

resembles a younger 

wife (Sari Lennick eating on him, 
he’s up for tenure at the Midwestern 
university where he teaches physics, 
his brother Arthur (Richard Kind) is 
draining a cyst, the Columbia Record 
Club is dunning him. At times, the 
film is as much a Jobean ordeal for the 
viewer as it is for Larry — must his teen- 
age son, Danny (Aaron Wolff), call him 
on the phone while he’s weeping in 

the office of his lawyer (Adam Arkin) to 
complain that the reception for FTroop 

is still fuzzy? But every time the black 
humor and the caricatures become 
overbearing, the Coens take off on an 
inexplicable, mind-blowing, brutally 
funny tangent. Midwest In this film, 
they suggest that they, too, might be 
butts of the cosmic joke of life. | 105m | 
Stuart Street Playhouse + Kendall Square 
+ Coolidge Comer [Fri-Tues] 
ton + suburbs 


+ West New- 


THE TWILIGHT SAGA: NEW MOON | 
2009 | Maddy Myers'’s review is on page 
25. | 130m | Boston Common + Fenway+ 
Fresh Pond + Chestnut Hill + Embassy + 
suburds 

© 2072 | 2009 | The details of Roland 
Emmerich’s Mayan-calendar-predicts 
the-end-of-the-world premise are 
sketchy, but it seers that a once-in-a 
blue-moon planetary alignment has 
unleashed solar flares and neutrinos 


and soon big slabs of Lo: 
are flying into the void like sr 


st (Woody Har 
reison), Jackson Curtis (John Cusack 
packs the ex-wife (Amanda Peet), the 
two kids, and even the ex-wife's new 
boyfriend (good thing, because it turns 
out he can fly a plane, sort of) into a 
limo and outraces the disintegrating 
city to the airport. There they take off as 
the airstrip collapses behind them and 
soar through crumbling skyscrapers 
(shades of 9/11), shattered cloverieafs, 
flying subway trains, and we think we 
caught a glimpse of Miss Culch from 
The Wizard of Oz and the cow from Twister. 
Ridiculous? Absolutely, and the first 
time around, the gags have the zany ex 
hilaration of a Chuck Jones cartoon. But 
really, you'll get as much of this as you 
want just watching the trailer. | 151m | 
Boston Common + Fenway + Fresh Pond + 
Chestnut Hill + suburbs 


tadio crazy C 


UP | 2009 


of his bel 
Pete's daughter W hen “wi 


scout” Russell (Jordan } 


tible 

and im 

movie, Russel ll reminisces about his life 
and c tudes that the boring stuff was 
the best. Up masters that boring stuff 
and so has the right to transform it into 
something magical. The film’s hyped 
3-D format is a distraction; it's Up's lim 
pid storytelling, thrilling visuals, en 
dearing characters, and respect for the 
audience that represent the future of 
movies. | 96m | Arlington Capitol: Fri-Sun 


WHERE THE WILD THINGS 
ARE | 2009 | Spike Jonze & Dave E 
adaptation of Maurice Sendak’s 40-page 

hildren’s picture book rates 
there with Up and Wall 


ggers’s 


it up 
E and even Th 
Max Records's Max see 
older than the bo the wolf suit of 
the original, and perhaps more dis. 
turbed, as he attacks the family dog and 
then runs away from his mother (Cath- 
erine Keener) and her boyfriend (Mark 
Ruffalo). As for the wild things, they're 
suspiciously like squabbling, neurotic 
grown-ups, Max's interpretation of the 
adult world around him: the Shrekish 
Carol (James Gandolfini); his giant 
chicken pal Douglas (Chris Cooper); Car- 
ol's ogress friend KW (Lauren Ambrose), 
who appears to have dumped him; the 
thinocerotic, passive-aggressive Judith 
(Catherine O'Hara); Alexander (Paul 
Dano), who's a goat version of Eeyore 
What doesn’t work so well is the return 
voyage. There might be no place like 
home, but it will never be the same 
again. | 101m | Harvard Square + Somer- 
ville Theatre + Arlington Capitol + suburbs 
AWOMAN UNDER THE 
INFLUENCE | 1975 | john Cassavetes’s 
most famous film can be conceived as a 
ngian essay on madness and society. 
Gena Rowlands, in an exceptionally 
touching and original performance 
plays the adorable but mentally un 
stable housewife to an erratic husband, 
Peter Falk. Her character is bursting 
with crazed energy but with nowhere 
to take it, except toward insanity. This 
is Cassavetes’s rule-breaking, hardly 
before-seen profile of middle-class 
America and its sneaky little secrets. | 
148m | MFA: Thurs 
WORD IS OUT: STORIES OF SOME OF 
OUR LIVES | 1978 | Word was indeed 
out when this gay-made film about gay 
and lesbian identity hit theaters and TV 
screens 30 years ago. Soon, gay rights 
were on their very gradual way to being 
in. The film is showing in a brand new 
35mm print. | 133m | MFA: Fri-Sun 


\ dof 
Weard z. 


3 at the city and its inhabitants. Or his 
snooty history prof, and his student mother since Momrue Dearest , Lenr rected by Pete Docter (whc wrote 
2 r Laetitia (Melanie nt), the object Kravitz as an eas} z, kind-hearte WALL*E) and Bob Peterson (with some 
his lust, seem vain and trivial. male nurse, and the crusty social writing assistance from Tom McCar 
t ntion the usual whir pleasure worker piayed by an uni at Out thy of The Station Agent), this Pixar film 
OH IN WOO ‘TAI cESHIK ANESHIRO eekers and neurotics. To his credit standing Mariah Car n | Boston goes up, up, and away in its story of 
Tr — Klapisch’s world is inspired more by Common + Fenway + Kenda are + urmudgeonly widower Carl (voice of 
ty than by » And Conlicioe Corr Emhacc + trving to hang 
- F reality than by Screenwriting 101. And Coolidge Corner + Embassy + subur Edward Asner), who's trying to hang 
the movie és set in Paris. | French | 129m onto the precious house that’s the last 
4 Af Py: % West Newton Flie Docter, 
§ LIES qT \ N | alization of an oft-forgotten period in up on Carl's doorstep hoping to earn a 
See Bo 60s pop culture when merry bands of ee: merit badge by aiding the elderly, he ea 
|__RESTRICTED yond British legal page 2s.| Mandarin seems merely annoying, but by the 
urisdictio§ on their transmit time the two set sail in Carl's balloon 
roll to a hungry public — starved by a n- 
stuffy BBC — via medium-wave signal 
ans 
Alistair Dormandy (Kenneth Branagh - 
instead of Labour, and turning the 
Py bawdy, brightly colored bacchanal. The would deny the magnetism of Tim 
hed ' plot, too, is little more than a series of Curry, whose lip-smacking rendition 
present arother Funtye Ac y Ad cobbied-together set pieces, but that of “Sweet Transvestite” remains one of 
Sh any hs ' gives the ensemble — which includes the high points in all of cult movies |_| pts 
1 Q ONNAIR portunity for rhythmic repartee. It's a 
1 gee . ' promising — but it’s for another movie sadism with this story of the trials age. 
ALWAYS HERE FOR YOU: ALPHABETARM.COM (617) 451-9990 


ANSWER 


1_Call 617.450.8620 
1.800.232.4581 and use 
major credit debit card 


Call 1.900.226.4492 
only $2.39/minute. 18+ 


YOUR OWN 
1_Call 617.859.3283 call 


our hour automated service 
617.450.8773 


FREE ADS Free ads placed in this section are 

not guaranteed to run every week. Be sure to 
renew your ad frequently to keep it fresh. GUIDE- 
LINES Personals are for adults 18 or over seek- 

ing monogamous relationships. To ensure your 
safety, carefully screen all responses and have 
first meetings occur in a public place. This publica- 
tion reserves the right to edit, revise, or reject any 
advertisement at any time at its sole discretion 
and assumes no responsibility for the content of 
or replies to any ad. Not all ads have correspond- 
ing voice messages. To review our complete guide- 
lines, call 617.425.2636 


FLIRTY 
TEXT 


Talk all you want! Hook up now! 
Chat for onty $0.99/message received. 


mee more ways 


PRETTY GERMAN LADY 
Seeks WM, 65+, N/D, N/S, 175ibs, 
max, slim, must be an atheist, 
retired, prefers Democrat, in the 
Boston area. I'm reddish-blonde, 
blue eyes, likes exer- 
cise, traveling and being active. 
7244617 


FRIEND AND LOVER vs 


ship, possibly long-term reiation- 
ship, with SWM, 35-45, muscular, 
weight-ifting type, w/biue, green, 
or hazel eyes. Dorchester area. 
7283591 

HONDURAS 

Sexy SF, 29, 5'1”, 134lbs, enjoys 


FAMILY-ORIENTED 

SWF, 32, 5S'6", mother of four, 
enjoys alternative rock music, 
works in oral surgery. Looking 
for decent, honest, hard-working 
man who isfamily-oriented. 

ARE THE 1 FOR ME? 
BF, single mother, 40, legally 
blind but very independent, non- 


IF LIFE IS A POEM... 

what lines will we write together? 
SBF, 33, seeks male, 35-45, tor 
sexy verbal sparring, dishing 
about books and movies, out- 
going around town and ismuch 
laughter as we can generate to- 
gether. Pure of heart, yet no fool. | 
seek the same in you. 17320835 


DANCES WITH SNAKES 
Exotic blonde, 44, into Wicca, 
Voodoo and comic books, look- 
ing for long-term relationship 
with SWM, 28-45. Must be inteili- 
gent, able to cook. 17322368 


BLUE-EYED BRUNETTE 


LET'S RIDE OFF... 

into the sunset. Looking for an 
honest, caring, N/S, Harley man, 
52-65, for fun times, dating, ro- 
mantic evenings, leading to pos- 
sible LTR. I'm 55 years-old, SWF, 
57”, attractive blonde with green 
eyes. ['m an animal lover and 
seeking the same. Maken, MA. 
1320675 

FRIENDSHIP OR MORE 

DBF, 64, very active, attractive, 
seeking a DM, 50-69, who is car- 
ing, Christian, likes walks on the 
beach, old and new songs, din- 
ing, and has a senseof humor. 
1324743 

INTENSIVE CARE 

Heart stopped suddenty after my 
last romantic fiasco. Need imme- 
diate CPR and resuscitation of 


LOVING 

Blonde SWF, early 60s, slim, 
S'S", outgoing, looking for a lov- 
ing, honest, outgoing man, 59 
75, who enjoys dining, dancing, 
travel, movies. NorthShore area 
7282384 

HELLO GUYS! 
SWF, 42, outspoken, open-mind- 
ed, dowmtoearth, wild, crazy 
and fun, looking for SWM, 35-45, 
south of Boston, for shooting 


LOVELY, SHAPELY... 

DWF, 53, blonde, 57", without 
children, enjoys dancing, nature, 
art, reading, conversation, cook- 
ing, animais and travel. Seeking 
kind, honesteducated SWPM, 


50-75, for serious relationship. 
72253651 


ARE YOU OUT THERE? 
Single woman, 42, seeking a 
monogamous man who likes 
fun times together, travel and 
more! 


MY LOVELY SELF 

| am a nice lady, 23. looking for 
@ nice man. | have a chocolate 
complexion, I'm loving, caring, 
very attractive, understanding 
and supportive. 2279760 


MEDSTUDENT 

Seeking African-American med 
student for dating and tnendship 
Single African-American femaie, 
28, outgoing graduate student, 
into the arts andoutdoors, 
would like to meet similar maie. 
™271649 

JUST CALL ME! 

SBF, 22, 150ibs, brown hair 
and eyes, no kids, casual drinker, 
light smoker, looking for a single 
man, good spirit and health, for 
dating,possibie relationship 
‘1320394 
CARPE DIEM 
Funtoving DWF, 46, loves the 
finer things in life, meeting and 
more. Would like to meet a WM, 
46-57, for friendship first, possi- 
bly leading toromance. 
ARE YOU THE ONE? 

‘SF would like to meet a hardwork- 
ing man who is fun to be with and 
treats a woman with respect. 40- 
47. T303389 


CHRISTIAN WOMAN SEEKS... 
soulmate. Very dedicated, church- 
going woman looking for the 
soulmate that God has in store 
for me. Call me and we'll see what 


ARE Y You o OUT THERE? 

SBF, 44, 5°1", loves travel, cook- 
ing, shopping, movies, dining. 
‘Searching for SBM, 45-49, WS, for 
possible relationship. 72310515 


ATTRACTIVE 

ITALIAN WOMAN 

DWF, 54 (looks 45- really), 5'3", 
116ibs, slender, fit, no children, 
NS, social drinker, homeowner, 
financially and emotionally se- 
cure, with manyinterests, seeks 
DWM, 50-60, with similar back- 
ground, for LTR. 1768051 


HOW ABOUT A SOX GAME? — 
SWF, 40, 56", two wonderful 
children, looking for a nice guy, 
26-45, who likes to go out and 
have fun. | love camping, fishing. 
‘Sports, the Red Sox.1P314799 
WANT TO TAKE A CHANCE? 
WF, 66, looks younger, auburn 
hair, medium build, likes reac 
ing, dining out, going to movies, 
dancing, sports, the seashore 
and more. Would like tomeet an 
easygoing, nice guy who likes 
the same, for companionship that 
may lead to more. 1308919 
SIMILAR INTERESTS? 
Educated SWF, 42, with intui- 
tive personality, loves dancing, 
dining, long walks on the beach, 
warm nights. Seeking similar 
SWM, 29-75. 19315638 


ADVENTUROUS WOMAN 
Seeks adventurous exciting male, 
60or over, loves alll sports, dining, 
dancing, trave! and etc. Please 
call. 

REAL RELATIONSHIP 
SBF, 41, light complexion, 
attractive, N/S, seeks successful. 
honest SWM, 50-65, for possible 
relationship. ‘7316981 


BLUE-EYED 

SWF, 44, blonde, 150ibs or so, 
Sagittarius, loves the ocean, 
animals, Harleys, cooking and 


STARTING OVER! 


Would like 0 meet an easygoing. 
sincere, affection- 


independent, 
ate gentieman for possible LTR. 
1119661 
BEAUTIFUL, EXOTIC 
Philippina, native European, 19, 


THE REAL DEAL 
SWF, 52, 5'4", ceeks nice, sincere 


NO COUCH POTATOES 

SBF, 45, average build, likes run- 
ning and spending time with my 
daughter. Would like to meet a 
likes to sometimes getup and go. 
‘320176 


ATTRACTIVE BRUNETTE 
SWF, 66, 5'2”, slender, no chil- 


SINGLE MOM 

SF, 38, one son, loves sports, 
looking for SWM, 38-40, N/S, N/D, 
who is fun, loving and good-ook- 
ing. Must like children. 19316916 
COMPASSIONATE 

& SENSITIVE 

A fun, quality, attractive and in- 
telligent SWPF, 49, enjoys the 
Stepping out on the scene and 
romantic times. | get involved 
with theater, travel,dining and all 
outdoor activities. N/S, no chil 
dren at home, seeks the same. 
Southcoast MA. £P115522 


BEAUTIFUL BLONDE 


MUSICOLOGIST SEEKS LTR 
SWF, 41, 5'7", 160Ibs, N/S, enjoys 
book clubs, live theater, movies, 
concerts, museums, dining out, 
long conversations. Seeking 
SWM, 41-55, N/S. intellectual, kind, 
honest, for LTR. 17324788 


COLLEGE-EDUCATED 


ping, jogging, yoga, walks, out- 
doors, clubs and more. interested 
in meeting a nice gentleman, 45- 
59, to go out with. TP303437 

NO HEAD GAMES 

SBF, 44, 54", average weight, 


DOWN-TO-EARTH 
Attractive, WF, 37, 
would like to meet a SW/BM, 37- 


ATTRACTIVE 

BLONDE FEMALE 

DWF, 62, 5'5", blonde, semi- 
retired, shapely, warm, romantic, 
enjoys movies, theater, good 
books, travel. Seeking WM, 65- 
75, N/S, honest, caring,outgoing, 
for meaningful relationship. 

R U LOOKING FOR ME? 

SWF, 51, petite. attractive. 
Framingham area, enjoys long 
walks, the beach, dining out, 
motorcycle riding and mu 
sic. Looking for SWM, 48-55, 
kind,compassionate, good SOH. 
Tr294465 

SERIOUS INQUIRIES ONLY 
OWF, 5'S", long browrbrown, 
140ibs, loves cooking. Looking 
for a cdark-haired ompanion, 45- 
cial, honest and kind for day trips. 
music and more. 17321102 


HONEST SWEET WOMAN» 
Caring, kind SWF, 71, living on 
the South Shore, 120ibs, 5'2", 
tired of being alone enjoys walks, 
beaches, dining and long drives. 
Seeking happy,loving gentleman 
65-70, to share happiness. Please 
live near the South Shore, MA 
area. 12252517 


THE 

MAN OF MY DREAMS 

SWF, 48, auburn hair, blue eyes, 
enjoys music, wine, quiet eve- 
nings at home, reading. Looking 
for SWM, 40-52, with same inter- 


WALTHAM AREA 
Attractive SWM, mid 50s, finan- 


ship, leading to possible LTR. 
‘T949078 

LET'S GET TOGETHER 

Greek maie, 41, business owner, 
interested in meeting a Greek 
American femaie, 27-40, who has 
values. 72316019 


SEEKING DARK & LOVELY 

SBM, 51, non-smoker, looking 
for a Christian woman, 38-55, 
who is willing to love and needs 


ARE YOU THE ONE? 

am a 61-year-old male, 5'8”, 
looking for a good woman, 50-65, 
good sense of humor. Let's talk 
over dinner. I'm in the Boston 
area. Please leave a telephone 
‘number and a good time to reach 


WARM & AFFECTIONATE 
Respectful, easygoing, outgoing, 
romantic DWM, 54, 5°11", 185Ibs, 


long-termreiat 
SAWF, 44-50. | enjoy cooking, 
walks on the seashore, music. 
‘Tr308999 
DANCER SEEKS DANCER 
I'm a dancer, 58, and an architect, 
writer, artist and athlete searching 
for a woman who knows how and 
loves to dance. No 
with theexception of the belief 
that late nights are a charm, that 
tall, and physical affinity are heip- 
ful. The rest can be improvised 
from nothingness. 1310337 


TAKE A CHANCE 


ing at home, walks in the park, 
going to movies and more. 
Wouid like to meet a nice HF, 22- 
25, 

FRIEND AND LOVER 
Handsome WPM, 50, 5'9”, 190ibs, 


tions, etc. Race open.Kids ok. 
7291231 

WANTED: LEGGY VEGGIE 
SBM, 35, 5'6", 150ibs, non-smok- 
er, vegetarian, music-over, quiet, 
cute, classy, tasteful, mannerty, 
enjoys cooking, cleaning, mov- 
ies, sports,exercise, long drives. 
Seeking beautiful, sensual, fair- 
skinned female, non-smoker, 
vegetarian, with great legs! 

NEW BEDFORD AREA A+ 
Country bumpkin SWM. 44, seeks 
Country girt for line dancing! fm 
55", D/D-free, black/blue, enjoy 
music, kids, animals, cooking, 
fee, long walks, outdoors. Seek- 
ing easygoing lady, 30-50, for 
friendship, dating, hopefully long- 
term relationship. 17302342 


SEEKING CHEMISTRY 


WORTH THE CALL 

SM, 45, hazel eyes, looking for 
one good SBM, 32-39, to talk to 
and get to know. £7310522 
FRAMINGHAM MALE 

GBM, 51, 5°11", 205ibs, exer- 
cises regularly, seeks GWM, 
50+ preferred but not neces- 
Sary, for friendship, maybe 
more. 


FRIENDSHIP FIRST 

SW\, looking for male, 18to what- 
ever, interested in Freud, Marx, 
Marcuse, and the humanities, or 
arts or sciences. College student 
Seekingfriendship, maybe 
METROWEST 

SwM, 44, 58”, 
175ibs, smoker, fit, seeks similar, 
younger friend, 21-35, for working 
out, sports, late nights, frendship 
and more. 2304742 


FRENCH AND ITALIAN 
SWM, 38, 5°11", 180, brown hair, 


FRESH START 

Generous, loving, kind, play- 
ful senior looking for younger 
male, 21+, with these same quali- 
thes. TP303440 


TALL AND HANDSOME 

SWNM, 61, well-traveled, wellHiked, 
looking for BM, any age, to love. 
Take a chance, I'll make it worth 


YOUNGER SEEKS OLDER _ 


tractive, seeks GWM or BiWM, 
65+, who lives in the Boston 


movies, day trips. Looking for 
that lucky lady in my life. Seeking 
GWF, 50-55. Concord, MA area. 
314972 


BEST FRIEND 


SAW YOU AT... 
Rostindate 


Meet up? 19316122 
CAROLINE? 


LET'S HAVE FUN! 

SHIM, 33, 5°10”, 210!bs, looking for 
down-to-earth male, 28-60, to get 
together and have fun. 1313769 


TAKE A LOOKILISTEN 

GWM, 38, 5'10", 170ibs, short 
fit, looking for younger, fun, good- 
looking male, 21-35. 19307387 


Free minutes Free days 
Call customer service for details. 888.218.8055 


N 
smoker, light drinker, interested 
: 
pool, comedy clubs, dancingand 
= — = 
green eyes, athietic build, good- 
looking into walks, friends and 
SWM, who's alsogood-ooking 
SWF, 40, brunette, hazel eyes, 
adventurous, open-minded, car- SHM, non-smoker, light drinker, 
ing, enjoys playing cards, board likes going out, shopping, retax- 
horses, hiking, travel, movies, 
dining out. Seeking companion- = 
non-smoker, seeks the company 
of attractive female, for occe- 
sional dining, hearttelt conversa) 
SM, 34-52, outgoing, spontane- — = 
ous, for frendship, possible long- 
alone. tor possible long-term re 
lationship. 7439810 
WOMEN 
smoker, D/D-free. | enjoy walks bs 
along the beach, eating out, 
ia swimming, the outdoors and- VIRGO SEEKS HER MATCH Meret 
more. Seeking serious monoga- GWF, 50, 57", 125ibs, blonde 
Pies mous relationship, possibly more hair, loves being outdoors, flea RY 
and animats. Race unimportant. ciailylemotionally secure, loves 
1283780 all music, especially jazz and 
blues. I'm enjoying my brand 
j Same interests, forcompanion- unimportant, older kids ok. ) GF, 50+, seeks same with sincere, 
ship. TF318948 for friendship first, companion- caring heart. Sense of humor a 
(2-year Diack femaie. in my life. 
ate, spontaneous, great sense- 
‘SM, 44, Gemini, writer, in Worces- 
ter, wants to meet a friendly, sin- 
mantic, enjoys dancing, walking, new people. TF307938 
seeks secure gentleman, came in, left, came in again; 
enjoys travel, dancing, garden- very reepectha. Communicative, extroverted, at- € 
ing. T?261999 FAITHFUL BEAUTY fectionate, also urban, artsy and 
Ch. SWF, 50ish, very youngtooking, ies, music, dining out, and beach Seeking SWF, 40-55, to bemy You ware driving from Plymouth. 
HW proportionate, NS, We talked, we kissed. | need 
walking. Seeking laid-back, easy- future best friend. She is kind- your 
NID, likes dancing, music, travel, going SWM, 35-65,non-smoker, est to herself and kind to others. number again. 1322516 
TEXT to 242 cancal send 24288. For help tex ing, health - at Farmer's Table. Saw you 
ate 24286. Only $0.99/ 4 ly, compassionate, must! 19257882 Sunday moming at one end of 
Message Charges App ust be 18) for possible relationship and | was in shorts, maroon print 
“piled to wireless bill or prepaid bal more. Please no games, serious  OWF, 60s, iconociast interested eat 
iSO COUNTRY GUY aware, politically liberal, humor- but your friends were the way 
Let's do brunch again some time! 
SWF, 69, two beautiful dogs, lives ous man withsimilar interests. 12906927 316849 
near a lake, vegetarian, enjoys Mensch a plus. 17926274 — 
— needlework, movies, reading non- and very caring. Interests include 
ALK i. tena SWM, 55-69, who is kind, active, first. £P123213 55-70, with qualities. You won't 4 _ 
= leave me a message. WF, 5°3”, jes, candlelight dinners, shop- 4 ¥ 
‘ movies, dancing, dining out and laid-back, easygoing, enjoys 
more. Looking for a gentleman watching sports, playing video 
4.404 vital signs. Heart monitoring for 72, 57", average weight, NS, 
disturbed heart beat essential. long bionde/biue, great personal- 
Me: tall, brunette, 60s. You: tall, ity, can relocate for love, seeks 
caring expert at heart transplant. SM, 70-78, WS,5'9"-6'2”, for LTR. 47, who is honest, trustworthy 
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BUY_ 
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CompuTers_Teck 


GET DISH - FREE INSTAL- 
LATION 


Now for f 


877-242-0974 


GET 


1-877-238-8413 


EMPLOYMENT 


EARN $75 - $200 HOUR 


SSSHELP WANTEDSSS 
Now! 1-800-405- 
EXT 2450 


Commonwealth of Mas- 
sachusetts 

The Trial Court 

Probate and Family Court 
Docket No. SUOSP2S12EA 
NOTICE OF PETITION 
FOR PROBATE OF WILL 


WELLNESS 


Lictwseo Massace 
Twenapy 


ASIAN WELLNESS 
CENTER 


781-273- 


BEI)IN BOOYWORKS 
MASSAGE 


781-643-7800 
**BELMONT** 
MASSAGE** 


617-484-1788 


BEST MASSAGE 


24 A trom B tree by 

OLIVIA'S CARDEN 
PARADISE 


617-747- 
446) 


ORIENTAL THERAPEUTIC 
MASSACE 
(617)473-8851 
Mimo /Boov / 
PENIS ENLARGEMENT 
FOA Medica) Vacuum 
nures 619-294- 


HYPNOTHERAPY 


BROOK LINEHYPNOSIS. 
com 


617-775-1458 


REAL 
ESTATE 


Rear EstaTe For Sace 


ALL AREAS - HOUSES FOR 


RENT 


ROOMMATES 


Rooms AvalLaBie 


SOMERVILLE 


625-7312 


Rooms WanTED 


ALL AREAS - 
ROOMMATES.COM 


SERVICES 
OFFERED 


Eoucanion 


Affordable & Accred 


HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA! 


ted FREE Brochure Call NOW 
1-800-532-6546 Ext. 97 


tp (www continentalacademy 


ORIENTAL 


617-689-0060 


211 School Street, Quincy 
FREE PARKING 


GREEN DOOR MASSAGE 


858 TYLER ST, BOSTON * 


CHINATOWN 
617-229-9126 


WALTHAM 


WELLNESS 


Rt.128 at 905 Main St 


CHINESE 
BEST 
MASSAGE 


Health Massage Center 


Rejuvenate with a 
professional soothing | 
asian bodywork. 


179 Pleasant Street p 
Malden Center. 


VOICE 


‘18+ "GHARGES MAY APPLY 10 CERTAIN FEATURES 


www.thephoenix.com 


GOLDEN WATER 
Massage Therapist 


- 


781-648-1358 
Thai Massage Style 


Open 7 Days 


400 Mass Ave Unit | 
Arlington, MA 


DIVA SPA 


Facial 
Waxing 
Shower 

Hot Stone 
Body Work 


7 days/week 
9:00am-9:00pm 


9 Spring St. 
Watertown, MA 02472 
Fully Licensed 


THE GO? 
DIAL #CLICK 
Sprint. Boost, AT&T 


ATHOME? 
Collect Call Billing! 


1-900 PRICING OPTIONS! 1-900-622-1100 


st $2 N MBER 27 2 3) NEWS « FEATURE THE BOSTON PHOENIX ar 

gs with ph and maps Find provided by a licensed A 
781-290-8826 


ASIAN 
SPA 


FOOT MASSAGE 
1HR. $29.99 
|* ASIAN BODY WORK 

TABLE SHOWER 


RELAX 
Massage Health 


St. 


258 Elm St. 


Davis Sq. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


83 MT AUBURN ST 
WATERTOWN 02472_—s| 


MASSAGE 


*Swedish massage 
*Deep tissue massage 


*Hot Stone Massage 


*Well trained therapists 


*Women and men clients welcome 


508-283-1165 
389 Worcester Rd, 
Framingham, MA 01701 


*Therapeutic only 


South ST, Suite 302 
= 


* FOOT MASSAGE 
$29.99 
* ASLAN BODY WORK 
* CHINESE TUINA 
* TAI MASSAGE 
617-924-8600 
60 N. BEACON ST 
WATERTOWN 02472 


FULLY LICENSE 


WALTHAM, MA 


781-788-9772 


, We take credit cards 
We look forward to providing you 


with quality chiropractic care. 


Private rooms with 
table shower 


ROOMS 
GIRLS 


EAST BROADWAY, BOSTON 


MASSAGE 


Asian therapeutic massage. 
2 Wollaston Ave. 


ASIAN THAI 
MASSAGE 


LAVENDER 
MASSAGE 
THERAPY 


828 Mass Ave 
Arlington 
9:30am- 10pm Daily 


781-646-1020 


RELAX & DEEP TISSUE MASSAGE 
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 
9AM-9PM. 

1167 BROADWAY 
SOMERVILLE, MA 


617-955-3966 


435 Newbury St 
Danvers - 2nd Floor 203 


978-902-2128 


Spa 


Massages 
tut 


Sign for the 
Weekly Treats 
Email for deals 

and food events! 


Hot Spring 
Beauty 


Massages, 
Facials, Nails 
Waxing 
4 825A Washington St 
: Newton, MA 
617-527-1430 
www. HotSpringBeauty.com 
Fully Licensed 


ep Tissue Massa 
Reiweve Pain 


I~” _ 


|www.ChoisHealthSpa.com 


781-231-0606 


184 Broadway (Rt1/N) Saugus 


Absolutely free! There cost view 


| 


“When people like label any kind performance 
over the top, suggest that you were 

the Guggenheim and look Francis Bacon, 
would you call that over the top?” 


XTREME ACT 


NICOLAS CAGE PUSHES THE ENVELOPE 


_BY PETER KEOUGH 


Nicolas Cage has gone through a bad 

patch of late. His father, August, died 
of a heart attack on October 29. The fol- 
lowing week, details of Cage’s disastrous 
finances began surface: debts federal- 
deficit proportions, accusations against 
his former money manager, and reports 
of spending extravagances that included 
the purchase three castles, two islands, 
some 50 automobiles, at least two albino 
boa constrictors, and one shark. 

On the bright side, Bad Lieutenant: Port 
of Call New Orleans — Werner Herzog’s 
non-remake of Abel Ferrara’s notorious 
1992 NC-17 rated cult classic starring 
Harvey Keitel as the reprobate title of- 
ficer — might be Cage’s best 
performance since won the 
1995 Best Actor Oscar for play- 
ing another multiply addicted 
burnout, in Leaving Las Vegas. 


FIRST OF ALL, MY CONDOLENCES 
ABOUT YOUR ... Thank you. 


1 FOUND BAD LIEUTENANT PRET- 

HILARIOUS. HOW WOULD You 

DESCRIBE IT? | agree with you. 

I think it is very hilarious, 

and there are lot shocking 
moments it. like making 

movies that can be new experi- 

ences for people and get them 
scratching their heads and 

kind wondering what they 

just experienced — because it 

means pushing people into new 
dimension and finding new ways of en- 
tertaining them rather than just repeat- 
ing yourself. 


SEEMED YOU WERE GOING BACK SOME 
THE MORE EXTREME ROLES PLAYED, 
LIKE THE ONES VAMPIRE’S KISS AND 
ADAPTATION. Well, yes and no. I know 
where my roots are. I know I came out 

independent-film background, but 
even when make the more “popcorn” type 
of movies designed to entertain children 
and their parents simultaneously, I’m try- 
ing to find ways of bringing that spin on 
the characters. Then I have my midnight 
crowd that I enjoy making movies for, and 
where I can really go further outside the 
box. When people like label any kind 

of performance as over the top, I suggest 
that if you were to go to the Guggenheim 
and look at a Francis Bacon, would you call 
that over the top? 


1 SAW TRACES OF KLAUS KINSKI IN SOME 
PARTS OF YOUR PERFORMANCE, LIKE A 
LITTLE BIT OF AGUIRRE AND NOSFERATU. 
No, not really. fan Klaus Kinski, 


but felt that was more understand- 
ing that Werner could tolerate that level 
extremity. But terms the design 
of the character, I was thinking more 
of Richard III and Olivier, with the back 
little bit twisted. And how the drugs 
would affect the character’s vocal quality 
facial mannerisms: the cocaine had 
the effect making very difficult 
swallow and giving that feeling invin- 
cibility; the crack had that feeling pol- 
lution, so it was almost like he became 
gourmet polluting himself; and the 
heroin was more the feeling of being 
zombified and itchy and slowed down. 
So all these different chemicals created a 
different expression in terms 
the body language. 
didn’t want glamorize 
advertise drugs. wanted peo- 
ple see the hideousness 
the effects the drugs. And 
also, the character needed to 
be entertaining. So that was 
the challenge — how was I 
going entertain you while 
was playing man who was 
out his mind crack? 


YOU DRANK WHILE MAKING 
LEAVING LAS VEGAS. IN THIS 
FILM, YOU DID IT COMPLETELY 
SOBER. DID YOU DRAW ON PAST 
EXPERIENCES? Yeah, but way- 
past experiences like, far 
the past and brief that 
was really difficult recall it, became 
more a character of the imagination and 
less photo-realism. 


HEARD THAT THE MONOLOGUE ABOUT THE 
FOOTBALL PLAYER SPROUTING ANTLERS WAS 
DRAWN FROM AN ACTUAL EXPERIENCE. I had 
recalled when everyone was with] had 
the same hallucination the same time, 
which thought was wild. And then did 
have one experience in Australia: I was 
doing a movie called Knowing, and I hada 
massive sinus infection, and I had to go to 
the doctor in order to complete my day’s 
work. In Australia, oddly enough, they 
still use a very minor, minor amount of 
solution of cocaine in the gauze, and they 
pack it in your nose to open up your sinus- 
es, and that gave me a little of the feeling 
that help design character. 


WHAT WAS WITH ALL THE LIZARDS? 
That was all Werner — I mean, that’s 
his domain. 


BECAUSE | READ SOMEWHERE THAT YOU 
HAVE A LIZARD TATTOO’D ON YOUR BACK. 
It’s possible. 
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greater best screen 


144 WHITE COLOR PRINTS 


unmatched quality 
full color digital and screen printing 
minimums! 
mention this for phoenix promotion 
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custom shirt 


bur Box Office 246 Tremont St. 
by phone: 800-745-3000 


Box Office Hours: Noon - 6 PM 
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AW IPH OST! CLIMME! 


WILBUR THEATRE 
TICKETMASTER.COM 745-3000 AND THE BOX OFFICE 
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Back Bay 
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Phone: (617) 661 


Providence 
159 Weybc 
(S. of Dorra 
Phone: (401) é 


To learn more about our company, 
to shop online to find all store 
locations, visit our web site. 


American 
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